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Maur. K. ſin to the Reader. 


Ec, heere, layd open to thy fight and ſence, 
Th'Error, and Terror,oft this wretched Life: 
Thy many Foes,the meanes for thy Defence; 

The glorious End, ſucceeding allthis (trite. 


Learn to redeemethe precious Time heere lent thee: 
Shunnefalſe allurements,and Counts ſubrilitic: 
Reſolueherein : Of thine amiſle repent thee, 
So maiſtthouvanquiſh Chance and Debllitie. 


This Allegorie,ſhaped firſt in French, 
And thence transferd into Caſtilian verlſe, 
Conteining Rules our follics to retrench, 


Lewknor,by Metaphraſe,doth heere reherle. 
Him vertue,Armes,and 7} adorn, 
Hateful reproouers he may wtly ſcorn. 


LeTemps ſen va. 


by 
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Nforced cauſe vnfayned Lone,prout both conſt aints in mee, 
T o raiſe my Mnſe( Oh worthleſſe Muſe to ſing the worth of thee: 
But what I Tho, is that I ſee,what I aſſured exer, 

_ s of your freend; are ſpringing ſtil fivecte Lewes do ſtil perſener. 
end though nor Armes( oh loſie of Arme ) nor Muſes now are minded, 
Diſpayre net freend, men worthy know that now the time is blinded. 

«And as yarn perfett ſubiett ſhewes, the ſubiett of thy minde 
So this pretends, wnto thy frends, awerefab yer bekinds 
T hou leauſt the Warres( ſo wills thy freends Yleaue not the Muſes name, 
All is not loſt though now bkd leaſt what left is unto fame. 
eAnd reſt not beere,but ſtill run on, we rats 
Great are thy guiftes,yet gene vs ſtill,thou 5 not thy ſtore. 


Rob. Dillington. 


TO THE MOST HO- 
NORABLE AND VERTV- 


OVS LADY, THE LADY 
ANNE, COVNTESSE OF 
WARWYCKE, 


þ7 Reat Alexander (excellent La- 
9/5 FS) dy) in nothyng more delyghted, 
W/? LI then in the reading of warlyke 
(6dr Lien 
pA "* Ws J 


| br Cconrſes, per 
reſt vith greateſt affection he 
£4. ng the 11i ”—_ omer, 
ehols ng ve e11,5 in a cleere looking g e, lyuely 
ſet foorth and deciphred in the perſon of Achulles, 
the excellent vertues of his owne inuincible minde. 
Traian hkewyſe founde nothyng that ſo much 
peu ed reels the __ preceptes, and phyloſophi- 
diſcourſes gon 
Nejther ut as peculiar onely to Princes, 
but in a maner t0 the moſt part of men, chiefly to de. 
light in thoſe dfcomſe; So at jo the A? of their 
$ are beſt agreein 
In which rt 4 conf, deryne the 5 _ - 
tweene the e. vertues of your wort 
and the moſt pure intentions of the Authous, oo 
ſedin this Treatiſe, 1 thought 1 coulde not ts any 
more worthyly offer the patronage of this my poore 
tranſlation, entreating of a minde vertuouſly r = 


ned,then to your Ladyſhip, whoſe pietie, Jeale,religi- 
on, and vertue, haut placed = in that high ſeate 
A 3 of 
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' The Epiſtle, 


the worldes opinion, that there is nothyng among 
all degrees, ſortes,and ſexes, more honored, nothynz 
more admired, nothyns more applauded. 

CAccept therefore, good Madame, with your 
wonted fauour this poore Tranſlation, the greatef 
part of whoſe p 4 wbſtance is your owne, as lyuely, 
though v e ſhadowe of other names, repreſen. 
tyng the innated vertues of your owne noble minde. © 

] owe you many other dueties, aswell in regarde of 
your _ ___— fanours, and continuall red;. 
eſſe to ao me go0d in Conrt, [ince rſt co n 
-, Mate {4 ſerwice, As 5+ of vx; _ S 
tions,which not onely 1, but alſo my Father, and ſun- 
dry of my frendes, do owe unto the memory of your 
noble deceaſſed Huſbande, and his moſt worthy and 
ewer memorable Brother, which 1 wyll rather ende. 
wour alwayes to witneſſe, with an ener duetifull and 
obſequious remembrance, then to endeere with any 
wayne circumſtances enforcing wordes. 

And thus,good Madame,wyſhing you happines 
and honor, to * full meaſure of your vertues:and 
mee(to my wyll ) occaſion and ableneſſe to do you ſer- 
wice, 1 take in all humbleneſſe my leaue. 


Your Ladyſhips cucr moſt 
re Aon mn 


Lewes Lewkenor. 


To the Reader. 


His Treatiſe was firſt written 
in French by an ancient Knight 


of Burgundy, called Olyner de La 

oF « Marche,a man,that both in matter 

of warre and peace,bare great {way 

; with Philp Duke of Burgundy, 
—_— 1 fter }um lykewiſe with Duke 


{barles, his fonne, whom in all his warres he neuex 
abandoned, and was laſtly with him at the vntfortu- 
nate battayle of .axcy 1n the yeere. 1476. where,by 
the Duke of Lorayne and the Swysers, he was oucr- 
throwen and ſlayne. After this, he had great charge and 
authoritic vnder his daughter, the Lady eAHary, (ole 
inheritrix of all the Dukes great eſtates and Prouin- 
ces, who maryed Maximikan Archduke of eAuttria, 
afterwardeseleted Em r: to whom,leauing two 
chyldren, a ſonne and a daughter, ſhe dyed ſhortly af- 
ter,ſome ſay of the fall from a Horſe: But this Aur 
thour,who beſtought to know the trueth, ſayth,that 
it was through the 1inwarde conceyte of an exceslaue 
ſorow : But once,fuch was the greefe that he concey- 
ued of her death, andot the two other before named 


Phil de Co- 
mines, in the 
firſt chapter of 
his commen- 

taries ,aketh 


Otbyner de La 
Marche, to 
hane been a 
great cauſe of 
the warres be- 
tweene king 
Lewes the.xi. 
and the Count 
of Charoloys, 
afterwardes 
called Charles 
the hardy, 
which ſhewerh 
that be was 4 


man of no 


Princes, vader whom he had been brought vp, that oral bonowr 
he retyred himfelfe from adminiſtration of great and dignitie. 


mutters,to a quiet lyfe:and in his ſolitarinelle compo« 
ſed this Treatiſe. It hath been ſince tranſlated into 
ſundry Languages, and among the reſt, by Don Her- 
nando de Actoria into Spanyſh verſe, and dedicated vn- 
to the Emperour Charks the fifth : whoſe tranſlation 
I do here Glow, becauſe I coulde neuer yet lyght on 
any of the French originals. 

It ſcemeth that the Sparyode in ſome places much 
A 4- a!tercd 


To-the Reader. 


altered the Authors meaning, adding & taking away, 
according to his owne fancy, and fitnes of the tymein 
which he tranſlated it, as both by the ſequele of this 
diſcourſe e&th, as alſo by his Epiſtle to the 
Emperour,which [ hauc hereprefixed. - 

Some perchaunce may blame me, of hauing done 
the Author 'whom I folow wrong, by tranſlating in- 
to an vneloquent barren Proſe, his excellent con» 
ceyte, expreiled in ſuch heroicall Verſe, and beau- 
tificd with ſo many fayre Tables & purtraiftes, mar- 
vey!oully delighting with the varietie of the one,and 
the ſweetneſle of the other, both the care and the eye 
of the reader. Tothis I anſ{were, with the confesfion 
of my fault,that it is true,and withall,that this matter 
being for the moſt part allegoricall,hadin deede been 
farre better to haue been ed in verſe. Neuer- 
theleſle, | doubt not, but thoſe that do more eſtceme 


fubſtance then ſhadowes, wyll lyke neuer the worſe 

of the matter, for being delyuered in a playne ſpeach: 

Neyther had mine Authour, yt he were alyue, any 

cauſe to be angry with me, ſceing I haue beſto- 
habite 


great 
wed an him,ſuch as it is,thou 
it be Antares beautie of mw wc 
with he was in his owne countrey language attyred. 
As for new fangled & fickle conceyted heads, that 
whenſoeuer they reade any thing, neuer go farther 
then the rynde,myſliking of cuery thing,how vertu- 
ous matter ſocuer it conteyne, that thundreth not 
into their cares with a lofty tempeſt of words, I would 
earneſtly requeſt them, and that more in regarde of 
their owne reputation, then in defence of this poore 
Treatiſe (whoſe harmleſſe innocencie ſhalbe a ſuffi- 
cient ſhielde agaynſt whatſocycr calumniati ONT 


To the Regder. 


forbeare to cenſure amyſle thereof :for th 

chaunce the baſeneſle wn ſtyle, & the baneaPe 
of the inuention,yeeldeno harmonie to delight their 
delicate cares, yet it woulde be moderately deed of, 
in regarde that it conteyneth nothing but moſt ef- 
feftual and moouing examples of great pietic, laying 
open to our eyes the yaine and deceitfull inſtabilitic 
ofthis moſt wretched and miſerable worlde: and fi- 
nally teacheth nothyng more, then how to lyue ver- 
tuouſly, and dye bleſledly. Beſides, it maketh hono- 
rable mention of ſundy excellent Princes : ſome of 
which,though long agon deceaſled,yet ſuch was their 
nobleneſle, and pietic, that their namesare ſtyll en- 
tertayned of the worlde in all honor and reuerence, 
Others yet lyuing,who through the incſtimable bleſ- 
ſing, wherewith God and nature hath adorned them, 
are ofall the worlde moſt worthyly honored with 
admirable applauſe. As for nethion well mounted 
Manemongs ay ee that relycth more vpon the 
goodnes of his Horſe, then his owne valour : So) I 


hope the worthyneſle of my Author, and the zelous 
integriticof his diſcourſe, ſhall, how faynt ſocuer I 
hinde myne owne deſert,be able to free me from the 
reprchenſion of thoſe that are wyſe and well iudge- 
ing, whom I chiefly defire to pleaſe, and towhoſe 
cenſure I wyllyngly ſabmit my ſelfc,and this poore 
Pamphlet. 


L. Lewk. 


Bt, 


To the ſacred, "0p" — 
"  ImperiallMaicſticofgreat Czar. 


Know not whetherbe greater 
the hardineſſe of the Reſolucd Gen- 
1 tleman ( of whom this booke entreats ) 
in bus combates, or my preſumption, wn 
dedicatmg ut unto your Aazſtwe, for 
ſo ſmall a ſermce, caryeth with it ſo 
great 4 diſproportion, that I feare, my 
good tmtention ſhalbe S—— raſhneſſe, in preſenting ſo 
meane a trauayle,to ſo «a a greatneſſe. 

But two thmges did chiefly encourage mee to publiſh it un- 
der the glorious name of your Maichie. :T he one, m reſpett 
of rhe conformitie of the diſcourſe unto your Mazeſtaes ver - 
tues, in whom aboue all the Princes of your tyme, the 
fron and prattiſe of true Chriſtian and militar d: pſi 
chufly floriheth: * T he other, of cemmunicating wnto thoſe 
of my nation theſe my poore paynes, in tranſlation of this 
T reatiſe, which though it be lytle,yer yf they do attentinely 
reade and marke it, they ſhall rherem finde an excellent byd- 
den treaſure, ſhewing in deede the very marks, wherero the 
perfettion of all vertue tendeth. 

It was firſt written in French by a Gentleman of great 
w:rrbyneſſe,noble aſwell im letters 45 m armes : His mrentucn 
was,to diſcourſe of the dangerous warres made wnto ws by 
our Senſes, touchyng ders paſſages of age, thorow which we 
rum, or rather to $ e more properly, are by diſorders vio- 
lently cared. And vnder - figure of bodily combates, 
be layeth the ſpirituall ſo tynely before our eyes, 4s cannot but 

Ar 4 


| 
: 


draw the well-iudging Reader, to great conſideration of onr 
frayle eſtate. T he rranſlatucn bath - been = with- 
out ſome hardneſſe, for that as the tongues are dyners, ſo us 
therr ſtyle and maner of phraſe exceedangly different. I 

7 out ſome thynges expreſſed by the Authour, as bemg hy- 


ories peculiarly concernyng himſelfe and his Countrey, vt- 
terly unkyowen, and unneceſſary to 45 : and m therr place, 
haxe mſerted others of more mement, and more famou 
knowen, not onely to our ovene nation,but to all the worlde ve- 
ſides, which I haue not done onely by myne owne auttherie, 
but toyntly by adwiſe of men of good mage ment, and great 
Shelfulneſſe m eyther tongue. But my mtention bemg rather 
ro prayſe the Booke then to endeere the tranſlation: ] ſay,that 
it xs ſuch, that both in mryne, and other mens tdoementes, 
it deſerueth your Maieſtes protettion. And ſo with all bum- 


bleneſſeI haſte your Imperiall handcs. 


Your Maieſtics humble 
ſcruant and ſubic@, 


Don Hernando de Acufia. 


THE RESOLVED 


GENTLEMAN. 


| age,grauailing farre 

om my natiue 
aome 6& countric, 
ſolitarie 8& forow- 
full all alone, my 
A choughtfulnes did 


bring memorie, by renewing vntoher the time 
and hiſtoric of my paſſed youth, and, quick- 
ningmy ſenſes with a freſh and vnuſuall vigor, 
forcibly recalling my mynde to the conſidera- 
tion of my preſente ſtate, by ſuggeſting there- 
vnto, infinite and confuſcd dilcourles of my 
many variable and dangerous forepaſled for- 
tuncs, did begin at length to argue with mee in 

this ſort, | 
Furſt, quothſhe, Whoſocuer is forgetful, or 
carcleſle of himſelfe and his eſtate, fiyeth not 
the pitch of true honor, neyther ſhall at any 
tyme lee hymſelte beautified with the glorious 
brygheneſle of her perfeftion : in which miſc- 
rable lethargie yt he perſcuere, then is his caſe 
moſt lamentable, and vrterly deſpcrate, as not 
B 3. onely 


I, 


Nothing {6 
miſcrable as 
the man thet 
lyneth careles 


of bns eſt ate. 


T he reſolued Gentleman. 


onely depriued of this worldes honor, but al- 
ſo of that cuerlaſting glorie and eternall health, 
to which,bleſſed myndes with the winges of a 
vertuous induſtrie do aſpire, Secſt thou nor, 
quoth ſhe, how miſerable a face of thinges, the 
now paſſed and gon ſweere Sommer ſeaſon 
hath left vnto vs: The carth is now diſpoyledof 
all her beautifull raymentes, and pyaening Or- 
namentes, her greene and fruit foriſhing 
hearbes, her ſo fayrely colored flowers, and 
{weere odoriferous ſmclles are gone : Both 
playnes and mountaynes are now depriued of 
all their paſſed pleaſures, hauing nothyng left 
them to delyght the beholders eyes, but a bare 
and naked barrenneſſe. The high ſtately Trees, 


thatlately ſo aloft Aloriſhed (all vigor and plea- 
ſing greenneſle being loſt) haue now neyther 
fruite nor ſhadow, hauing —_ all their glo- 


ne to the nipping rigor of the colde, that hath 
bercaued them of their fragrant humour : Such 
as this of theirs, is thy eſtate, who hauing now 
ouergon the ſundry dcgrees and ſeaſons, as the 
Spring, Sommer, and Autumneof thy age, reſt 
aſſured, that thy Winter is at hande: onely this 
is the difference, that thou canſt not be agayne 
renewed in this worlde, as are theſe vegetatiue 
creatures : for ſo is it by the cternall wiſedome 
enacted, that there is no going backe from that 


degree | 


The reſolued Gentleman, 


degree of age, whereunto a man is once ariued. 

Itbchoueth thee therefore well and wylely 
to ponderate with a ſelfe, that thou now dra- 
weſt on towarde the exceeding dangerous 
horror of an incuitable paſſage, kept by an 
euer victorious enemic,called yz arr, who en- 
rertayncth in his dayly wages,two myghtieand 
puiſlant Champions, the one called Accident, 


the other Debrlztie : the cumbate with one of pions, Acci- 


which, thou canſt notby any meancs auoyde. den;,and De- 
bite. 


Theſerwovnuanquiſhed Champions do keepe 
the great forreſt of A tropes, agaynſtall aduen- 
turers : the paſſage of which, as it is moſt dan- 
gerous, ſo is it full of horror and amazement. 
For ſuch is the nature of their chalenges, that 
they neuecr deſiſt fyght, ryll they ſee him whom 
they haue vndertaken conquered and dead, 
them ſclucs being free from death, and careleſſe 
of repoſe. The clder of them, and moſt ter- 
rible, is Accident, who with variable and vncer- 
tayne kindes of fight, bereaueth, for the moſt 
part,the liues of braue and luſtic yourhes,in the 
prime & ſtrength of their vamellowed yeeres: 
yea, and ſometimes he ſporteth himſelte in the 
death of olde men, women, and chyldren. But 
hydcous Debrlitte, with inuiſibleblowes,killeth 
onely thoſe that are weake, and languiſhyng. 
They are ſo nuſled in blood, that their diyh 
B 4- exercilc 
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The 
0 pling 
two Chans- 


T he reſolued Gentleman. 


exerciſc and practiſe, is nothing but to murder 
and deſtroy mankinde, _ is their puil- 
ſance by any pollicie to be deluded, nor by any 
agilitic,or ſtratageme to be auoyded. 

This being fo, iudge then with thy ſelfe, in 
how great degree, thel& myghtic foes are to be 
feared. Thou haſtbeen long agone ſummoned 
to this battayle, by Zxceſſe, their heralde at 
Armes, and therefore the "yghr being fo full of 
perill, and the matter of ſuch importaunce, I 


cannot but much maruell at this thy carelefſc 
varcadineſle,c{pecially ſeeing at thy very birth- 
day thou wert wagedtherunto. Thoudoeſt not 
exceede Sampſon in inuincible ſtrength, Hercules 
in valorous courage,Salomon tm protound wyle- 


dom, T w{lein powerful perſwading eloquence, 
Diomedes in vigorous vnderſtanding, nor Ab- 
ſolon in delicious beautie : yetno one of theſe 
wasable to reſiſt theſe death-bringing Cham- 
pions, that euen now attende thee in the lyſtes. 
The farther that the vncertayne race of thy mi- 
ſcrablelyfe lyngreth on, the nearer approcheth 
the houre oft thy incuitable conflit, to which 
attende no other trumpet, then the doletull 
knowlling of a deadly Bell. Therefore with all 
inſtance I aduiſe thee, to looke well about,and 
to call well all thy wittes tegeather, that thou 
mayſt be the better —_ agaynſt yd 

runt 


The reſolued Gentleman. 3. 


brunt of ſo terrible a reckoning. 
Herewith my thoughtfulneſſe ending, I a- 4,4þer. 
EE traunce or 
her in the higheſt degree for 
bs admonitions,and withal tolde 
her,that for mine owne part, I was redy to per- 
formees much as _—_ reclolued mg” wr 
appertaine : and therewithall, preſen 
without delay put on my armour, —_ lyke a 
Knight aduenturous, paſſed foorth onward on 
my way. My horſes name was Defire, my har- 


Mickie otlope.my lunce; of Aduentare,an8 
unce, of Aducnture, 
meſs FCrmage 
In this equipage, I catred into the queſt of 


at the ende 


and 
0 ny ES 
warde ſhew whereof 


defende my or 
without farther _— meant to iuſt with me. 


© i I was 


Tl Diet, bus 
fropertie and 


pa entage. 


The reſolued Gentlemay, 


I was much moued with the roughnefſle of his 
ſpeach and ieſture, as alſo thathe had interrup- 
red me in the ſweerenefle of thole delyghtes 
wherein my ſenſes were lulled a flecpe. 1 aſke 
hym yf he were a Gentleman? and withall, of 
what name and Countrey? My name, quoth 
he (in an ill runcd harſh and quealy voyce) is 
11 Diet : My office is to put all out of order 
where I come. My linage ts noble: for Glutto- 


nic is my mother, and I am her eldeſt ſoune:I 
am maynteyned with ryches, noriſhed in de- 
lices, and hyghly eſteemed: in the court of 
Princes. enher of thek 
Areyou then, quoth I, eyther of thele war- 
riours that do with ſuch I puiſ- 


/ ſance, keepe the foreſt of vam Atropos? 


Ti di:t tent- 
countreth the 


Neyther ofthem,quoth he, but yet their great 
riliar friende, _ lyue by the ſame chaſe 
which they do: which is,by paramyag oflyte, 
Andrherewithall, he gaue me ſuch a blow with 
his launce of lytle witte, vpon the boſle of my 
guylded target, that I do.yet full well feele the 
weightof his encounter: A 
my ſpirites vntome,with an cagre deſire of re- 
uenge, with a full carrete, I brake my Lance on 
his boſome : and foorthwith we both layde 


of handes on our fwordes,with which,being tem- 


pered in folly, we gaue one an other migh- 
tic 


The reſolued Gentleman. 


tic blowes of banquerres, ings, quaf. 
tings, watchings, wantonneſle, and ſuch lyke : 
whercin Time, the treaſure _ conſumed, 
and nothing hoorded vp, but gricte and repen- 
tance. When he had almoſt a me with 
theſe kindes of blowes, then he let.driuc at me 
a freſhe with many diſorderly ſtrokes, of daun- 
, running, leaping, playing attennis, im- 
moderate exerciſe, ſweatyng, ſodayne colde ta- 
kyng,and other ſuch lyke,ſo deadly and dange- 
rous greetings, that without all doubt he had 
then made an endeof my daics,had nota Lady, | 
called Reliquis innentutis, commen to my ſuc- 7 #* author is 
cour, who though in a maner tyrcd with often ry ? TE 
helpyng:me in fach lyke combares, yer did in ;,,'% _ 
detence of my health, put foorth the vitermoſt 1, }uum. 
ofher force and vertue, requeſtyng my aducr- mrs. | 
faric to leaue the fyght, and to geue me reſpit, 
to ſee yet ſomewhat farther on in the worlde. 
I am contented, quoth he, for the farther he 
runneth on in the worlde, and the more truſt 
he putteth in his owne forces,the more certaine 
is his deſtruction : yet before he depart, becauſe 
he hath behaued himſelfe ſo outely with me, 
I wyll beſtow a Cappe vpon him, dyed inmy 71 4+: — 
colours, of ſuch operation and verrue, that it rerb him with 
ſhall diſty}l a fountayne of rhewmes and hu- « cappe. 
mors,into his eyes, F885 thyghes, armes, and 


2. 10ynts, 


4» 


Reloquia u- 
rentutis doth 
abandon him. 


The author 
amidds bis 


the mantiun 


o—_ 
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ung thatin one part or other of his bodie, 
while he liucs, go where he will, he ſhall baue 
cauſetoremember my acquantance. In geuing 
oo preſent, —_— departed with ml 

—_— me rurmoyled, a1 

in my bones with 0m of _ 
combats tur greateſt was,that wher- 
as in this laſt confi, 1 beene relicued 
through the helpeof char lite you 


in me,the ſame alſo my chic- 
feſt new; ba did now of a ſodaine Ahn 
me, bidding me hereafter goucrne my ſelfe 
welLfor ofher I neyther coulde norſhoulde re- 
ceiue any - 127 ur me _ 

Being thus en, I ftolowed on m L 
deſolate and comfortleſle, not kn - wha 
ther: Onely m7 tho ill ſuggeſted 
vertue and valour vato my minde, animating 
me to perſeuere on inthis important voyage. 

But as my mynde doubtfully wauered in 
ſundry and _ —_— amidde this vn- 
certaine way, the night ing on, I might 
cſpie an aged father] Rennie, not oy, off, 
ſtanding before the doore of his Cell, whoſe 
graue and courteousaſpeR, encouraged me to 
acquaint him with my: wandering vncertaine 
voyage, and in ſoft to entreate him of 
harbour for that nyght, The good m_— 

| c 


RG 
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bade me from his hart welcome, and by his 
countenance & worde aſfured me,that I ſhould 
finde him a moſt freendlic and comfortable 
Hoſte. He himſelfe diſarmed meand bring 
me into the inwarde part of his lodging di 
caſt a warme mante about my ſnoulders. 
Methought I did neuer beholde a man of 

more pleaſing behauiour, nor one whoſe con- 
uerſation did more delighe me. After that he 
had called for water to heled mein- 
ro - lice Chappel, ex - | ie fall of beautie, 
andeuen with the v moouing to deno- 
tion; in which, knecli ——_ my prayers, 
Ifſawſundry workes of pietic and repentance, 
curiouſly wrought and garniſhed round about 
with ſundry examples of Reformed life, all ſer 
foorthin ſo comeliea ſort, and in ſo lively co- 
lours,that I was euen in a maner rauiſhed with 
the ſight thereof, if the good Hermite, conſi- 
dering my paſſed trauaile, and the latenefle of 
the nyght, had not by calling me to ſupper, 
withdrawen my minde from the infinicenefle 
of contemplation,whereunto the rare vertue of 
theſe glorious ſightes had moouedir. 

As we fateat the table, I coulde not with- 
draw mine eyes from beholding his face. His 
age was not lothſome, but floniſhyng in vertue, 
and himſelfe wiſe,though not according to our 
C 3. com- 


| The ende of my dayes, in flying the 
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common worldly conceyte, yet-in the deapth 
of that wiſedome, that leadeth the foule to (al- 
uation. I coulde not refrayne from asking his 
name, and withall the cauſe that did moouc 
him,being {o notable a man,to liue retired info 
ſolitaric a place, 
'o To fatisfic your demaunde, quoth he, You 
ſhall vnderſtande,thatI do well know both you 
and your eſtate, which did the more moue me 
wn you entertainement. As for me, I am 
ed, /Vnderſtendimg,a name inthe worlde well 
worthic of honour, though it be of the moſt 
part wrelted,turned,and miſdeemed. I haue rc- 
tired my ſelfe vnto this place; to the ende, that 
by Gods grace and goodneſle,I mightleaue the 
wyde way of the worlde, that leadeth to cuer- 
kſting perdition,: The bread I feede vpon is 
ſeaſoned with ſobrietic, and tue wine I drinke 
is watred with the pureliquor of ſincere liuing: 
That which ſuffiſerh; ſuſteyncth mc. No pal+ 
ſron,enuic,or diflention, hath cntrance mto this 
houſe of mine, which is called Reaſon. Here I 
hope to leade the reſt of life, and to ende 


urementes of the 


erue wiſcdome fleſhe and the worlde, and ſecking with my 


and vnder- 
ſtanding 
whereto di- 
rettred. 


ſoule,him thatdid with his blood redeeme it. 
Onely the thoughr of ſinne, is bitter and 
greenons vnto me, from occaſion of the 


which, 
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which,as Ido nowliue ſcqueſtred,ſo I beſcech 
the guyder of the heauens to encreaſe in me 
perſeucrance in this life, which I haue vnder- 
taken, As for your cſtate,linage,name,and con- 
dition, Iam thercof well informed: likewiſc of 
the aduenturous enqueſt, which in this dan- 
gerous voyage of yours, you hauc vndertaken, 
Neither am1 ignorant of yournatiue countric 
the marches js pad, in the miſerable af- 
fiction of which, with warre, dcſolation, and 
bloodſhed, vnweeried fortune ſeemeth to take 
ſuch pleaſure. As for your ſelfe, ſceing, like a 
valiant Martire,you haue determinedrto beſtow 
your lite ypon theſe rwo tyrannizing Cham- 
—_ whole cruell handes neuer any of your 

regoers that contended with them (how fa- 
mous or warlike ſocuer)coulde eſcape,without 
bodily death and diſſolution, I will geue you 
the beſt and moſt expedient aduice I can.. 

Firſtyou muſtknow, that Accident isalwayes, Accident al. 
and at all hourcs redy mounted and armed, w.ryes ready to 
attended vpon with all ſorts of miſchiefe, and entrappe and 
pernitious cngines,90 bereaue mortall men of bereaue bfe. 
their lives. Debilatie helpeth him, as neede re- 


quireth:ſo tharberweene them,they ſuffer none 


to eſcape. But notwithſtanding all this, the 
eſle of your enimies puiſſance, and your 
danger, yet ſuch is the condition of —_— 


T he reſolued Gentleman. 


and ſuch the courſe and poynt whereunto you 
arenow arriued,thatflic or retire, by any 
meanes.you may not. Therefore p on 
we vr mmcdg manger” are. At Fn 

danger is great, wilbe your glorie, 
if you do but withſtande Acadent SF yea 
{o much, that you may aduance your armes, 
and fect foorth your trophees equally with the 
moſt famous conquerour that euer was. 

7 ee 1 ITY Ys, 
to the accompliſhment of great thi I will 


beſtow = a Lance, {o ſteeled 
witha head of good gonernement, that if you 
vicit rightly.and make therewith reſiſtance at 
any tune when Accident ſhall diſtreſſe you, he 
ſhalbe able to do-you but litle greeuance. Bur 
the ſaresr preferuatiue I can geue you, 1s, cucry 
day in the morning when you riſc, to com- 
mende your ſelfe deuoutely and zelouſly vnto 
| God, deſiring him to be a hiedfaſ 
guide to your vncertaine inthe tranſi- 
torie courſe of this your wandring moralitie: 
and forget not to be thankefull vnto him, for 
the many benefees, which for his part wt 1 
teouſly, withoutany deſart of y be- 

owed vpon you. 
With theſe, & ſuch like fpeache,we brought 
ſupper 
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ſupper to an ende, where, after hauing giuen 
thankes vnto God, hebroughtmeetomy cham- 
ber : the bed he appointed me was of niet ſe- 
curitie, even ſuch, as.I my f(clfe would haue de- 
ſired, wherin I was no ſonerlaied, butthart I fell 


intoa ſound ſweetnefle of fleepe , and fo conti- The ſlcepes of 
nued till thenext morning, being awaked with mae wnder- 
the found of alitle bell, that roung vnto diuine ffanding are 
{eruice : hearing of which your quicklie, and /ece- 


comming downe,did findethe Alter called Per. 
feflion,coucred withthe Ornamentes of Trueth, 
anda chapleine whoſe name was Humilitie, re- 
ueſted in a Pure ſurples of perfect charitic,be- 
ginning the holie ſeruice,which afterhe haden- 
ded, and my Hoaſt finiſhed his orizons, he fa- 
lured me, and demaunded what reſt I had ta- 
ken:to which I anſwered,as I had cauſe, that I 
neuer in my lite had recciued the like content- 
ment8& quietrepoſe. With that, heſceming wel 
appaide that I had ſo well liked of my lodging, 
opened a back doore,which tomy ſeeming was 
of Remorſe, the lock a cleere Loling glaſeand the 
key Defſwre of knowledge : within the ſame wasa 
cloyſterorgallerie full of ſtrange emblemes, pic- 
tures, and engines: to marke & vnderſtand the 
particularitic and meaning of whoſe diuers ma- 
ners& formes, I was with great wonder verie 
heedfull and attentiue: which the gentle Her- 
D 1. mite 


Underſtan- 

ding doth here 
repreſent unto 
the author,the 
enfunite wayes 
and weapons, 
wherwith Ac- 
cident aſſay- 

leth manknd, 
and to make 
him haue the 
more appre- 

henſion therof, 
doth lxy beſore 
him the cala- 
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mite perceyuing,did of himſelfe offer toexplane 
themvnto me,tothe end thathe mightmake me 
the better acqueinted with the ſeueral kindes 
of death-bringing inſtrumentes,thatmy aduecr- 
farie Accidentdoth accuſtomablic vie. 

Firſt quoth he, ſee here this culter of a plowe: 
with this did enuiou$Cain,guided by Accidenr, 
murtherhis innocent btpther Abel. He was the 
firſt chat did till and delue the ground: likewiſe 
thefirſtthat inthe world did commit the cruell 
deede of mans-ſlaughter. 

Sce herethe ſtatelie Marble pillars, which migh- 
tic Sampſon pulld downe, and therwith the fun- 
dation of the Philiſtian pallace, dying himſclte 


mitous ends of contented, becauſe with his ruine did allo pe- 


ſundry worthy 
perſonages,pe- 
riſhing im di- 
uer's ſortes, 
ſhewerh bum 
the wepons 
wherwuth Ac- 
cident berea- 
ned them of 
ther hues. 
(an the firſt 
MAH UCAT » 
Sumnlgn 


- 
7# 


x < Y 
«&/1/4 4 1 'O 


riſh thoſe his malicious enemics that had betore 


ſo inſolentlictriumphed at his miſerable calami- 
tie. This did hee through anoble indignation, 
and Accident was the oncly contriuer of fo great 
a miſchete. 

See here theburningſhirt, the deadlicgitt of a 
traiterous Centaure,with which Deianerra,pore 


deceaued Ladic, thinking to procure wholly 
vnto her ſelfe the loue of Hercules her tamous 
husband,was occaſion bothtohimand herſelte 
of direfull and violene deathes, and Accident 
hereof the onely cxecutioner, 


Sechcerethe cruel poniardes, wherewith inthe 
height 
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heigth ofhis greatneſſe, moſt glorious Ceſar,ha- Julius Ceſar 
uing vanquiſhed all publique enemies, was bya ſtabbed with 
priuate conſpiracie of his diſſembled freendes, 44ggr>. 
{tabbed & murthered in the ſenate houle, Accz- 


- dent did ſtrangely bring himto this tragical end, 


as molt plainely the Romane hiſtories do make 
manif 


See heere the fatall Box, whercia faithleſle 
Antipater kept the virulent poiſon , wherwith he Ny” Oe 
murthered admirable Alexander king of Mace- 77 
doxe,and conquerour of the worlde. foned by me 

See heere the great and mightie trunchon of ripater.. 
that deathfull ſpeare, wherewith fierce Achilles | 
ſlew magnanimous Hedjar, bulwarke of Troy _— ſane 
and terror of the Grecians, oy pt »s 

This was againethe fatall bow and ſtedic di- - | 
rected arrow, wherewith cffeminate Paris, the Achilles lane 
fircbrand of his country , vamanfullic reucng- by Paris with 
ing the death of his noble brother, mr ne 4 OT 
to death wounded the glorie of the Grecian 
armie, when full of ragetull loue, he nothing 
leſſe thendeath ſuſpected. 

This was the vnhappie ſworde, wherewith Pompey be- 
the honorable head of great Pompey was cut off, headed by the 
by the vniuſt commaundement of the periured commande- 
ESIpran traitor , ſtaining therewith Ras ment of young 
roman ouerthrowing the piller wherevpon *9"*+ 
omes greatneſle was propped. 
D -» 


2. See 


Hamibal 
ſoned out 
arm. 


Agamemnen 
murth:red by 
e/EpitFus by 
his wines con- 


ſent. 


Holofernes 


flame by In- 


dith with a 


Cumtarre. 


Die ſlaine 
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See heerethe enuenomed ring,out of which 
feareleſſe Hanniball tooke his laſt draught of 
deadly poyſon : the greatneſle of his inuincible 
minde,choofing by his owne handcs rather to 
die, then to yeld toany the leaſt thoughtof cap- 
tiuitie, curſing, as he died, the head and king- 
dome ofthe diſloial Bithinian Prince,for hauing 
violatcd the lawes of hoſpitalitie. 

See heere the bloodic Iaucline wherewith - 


= king Azamemnon,by the wicked conſentof 


is deteſtable wite, was trecherouſlie ſlaine by 
eAgiſtus.Tenyeeres had he warred in Aſ1a,com- 
maunding all the vnited forces of the Grekiſh 
princes, and laſtly hauing burnt and razed Troy, 
returning victoriouſly home,in ſteede of glori- 
ous repoſctfull happineſſe, with hope of which 
he flattered him c, was thus by Accident re- 
quited. 
Sce here thewell ſharpned Cimitarre,which 
guyded by the delicate hande of faire 1wdrth, 
did deuide the brifled head of flecping Holo- 


fernes from his huge giantlic carkas. Great was 


the ioy of this deede vnto the 1ſraelrres, and 
cat was herein the ſucceſle of Accident. 
This is the Hammer, andtherewith ioyntly 


oo with the Nayle,wherewith vertuous 1abel ended the 
an , 


vnworthie life of wicked $ yFara, geuing there- 


with ioy to the people, and gloric to the great- 
ole 
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neſle of Accident. 

Theſe were the fatall Lances of the two 
young Theban Princes, Polinices and Etheocles, Etheocles and 
either of which, through ambitious deſire to 7 
raigne, did bercaue the other both of life and mm 
raigne; whoſe bodyes, as while they liued did ,,,,9 f 
harbour deuided and diſagreeing ſoules, ſo did ther Lance. 
their flames after death, when with pompous 
folemnitic they were to be burned, refule to 
toyne. 

This was the ſharpe piercing dagger, where- 
with diſſembling /oab morallicto death woun- 
ded credulous Abner, while he helde him in 
his armes,embraced with a cheerefull diſguyſed 
ſhew of gladneſle. 

This was the well dire&ted Stone, and this ohies Naive 
the farre reaching Sling, out of which the fee- Fa Dad 
ble hande of young Dawid guyded it, tothe fall with a ſling 
and death efwon and puiſſant Golyas, who a- anda ſtone. 
lone was a terrour to the whole 1ſraelites, 

This was the well imployed Halter, where- ,, _ Gras 
in proude «Aman was ſtrangled, for endeuo- ,,1 , , 
ring with damnable entent ro murther and de- Jater. 
ſtroy the choſen and beloued people of God, 
whereby the vertuous Queene Heiter procured 
great honor to Mardocherns, and exccnted in 
LAmanthemighty power of Accident. 

We had not viſited the fourth part of this , 

D 3. place, 


Abner ſtab. 
bed by Ioab. 
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place,ſo many, ſo ſtrange, and ſo diuerſe, were 
the inſtrumences that Accident vied to ſurpriſe 
mens liues withall, when the good Hermite 
withdrew me from thence, willng me not to 
forget, but mindfully to conſider of thoſe his 
reliques which I had ſcene. 

Being thence departed, when I began with 
ae ro contder of as thinges 
which I had viewed, though the ſtrangencſle 
and varictic of them were ſomewhardelighttul: 
yet coulde I not but feele a great tendernefle 
and perplexitic in my minde,to conſider that ſo 
many great and excellent men, had been by 
Accident (lo cruelly murthered and made away; 
ſome,cuen at ſuch inſtanres, as the vayne frailtic 
of this deccauing worlde did promiſc vnto 
them aſtable and firme cſtate in all gloric, hap- 
pineſſe,and contentment: withall it was agricte 
vntome, thatI had not ſcene the reſt which re- 
mayned.the which in apparance was ten thou- 
ſande millions oftimcs morc,then that which 1 
had ſcene. 

But withall I wondred much, thatamong fo 
many remarkable trophces of Accidents victo- 
ries,[ hadnotſeeneany of his companion Deb- 
litie : which my freendly Hoaſt percciuing, 
tolde me,thatit I didat my rcturnerepaire vnto 
him, he woulde likewiſc fatisfie mce thercin, 


and 
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and make me acquainted with the wonderous 
puiſſance of Debultie : As for now, he chieflic 
deſired to prepare me againſt the violence of 
Accident,as being of the rwo the more crueland 
ſodaine;andthen he diſcourſed vnto me of ma- 
ny great and mighty Princes, that he had at 
vnawares ſurpriſed and murthered, ſome taſt- 
ing of delicious meates,ſome riding and mana- 
ging of proude horſes, ſome geuing audience 
toſutors,ſome riding intriumph to the capitoll, 
ſome by ſea,ſome by lande, ſome by fire, ſome 
by fall of houſes, ſome by thunder, ſome by 


earthquakes, ſome in dauncing, ſome in ſing- widde of 


ing,ycaand ſome faſt ſr ns, in thearmes of 


therr (weereſt 


their beloued myſtres, euen inthe pleaſingeſt pleaſures, 


action of their Louc. 
Herewith the aged Father,being loth to re- 
taine meany longerfrom my intended voyage, 
with tearcfull cycs embracing me, recommen- 
ded me vnto God, willing me not to be vn- 
mindfull of his counfails, and withall requeſted 
me at my returne, if I did cſcape with lite, to 
come viltite him : which promiſing him to do, 
I preſently put on my armour, and taking the 
Lance of Good gonernment which he had geuen 
me, leapt a horſcbacke, and wentfoorth on my 

torney. 
I had not long trauailed, whenlI entred _ 
aval- 


T he nature 


thereof. 


we bar 


reſtrayned. 


T he playne of T1 
tyme. th 
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a vallic, that did directly leade me to a plaine, 
whichin appearance ſecmed to be aboue mea- 
ſure eres ſpatious. 
is plaine Iſpeake of,is called Tie, which 
ough tbe large & farre extended, yet ſcarcel 
doth the paſſenger come vnto it, when he is al. 
redic beyondeit;and the nature thereof is ſuch, 
that pleaſure & contentment do paſſe through 
itſo vnconſtantly,and with ſuch {wiftneſſe, that 
they leaue in celeritic the winds. behinde them, 
I was no ſooner come thither,but my Horle, 
whoſe name(as beforc I tolde you) was Deſire, 
tookeſoſtrongly the head,thatdo what I could, 
I was not able to ſtay him, till he had brought 
me farre beyonde the middle of the playne: 
where, ſtriuing to reſtraine his courſe, I might 
eſpic before mea fierce'Champion,that ſeemed 
in guyſc of askiltull warriour to bid me batraill, 
His armour was of Traxaile, the courſer that 
he beſtradde was called Payne, his ſhielde re- 
ſembled the Sunne, in which were figured 
exerciſe and ſlouth, drouſie ſlumber, and watchfull 
diligence. His coatarmour was of Conſtant ſuf- 
fine; and by his outwarde ſhew, it ſeemed that 
he hadbeen in many broyles, and newly eſca- 
ed out ofa great bartaill, He thought I could 
How ſtayed a great while to beholde him and 
his demcanourc;but that theſharpencſle ff 
U- 
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falutation gaue me no ſuch leyſure: tor without 
delay, putting ſpurres to his enraged Courſer, 
he turiouſly made towardes me with his Lance 
enreſted : on the other ſide, I was not behinde 
band to requite his kindeneſle, but putting my 
Horſe tothe vemoſt of his carrere,met him wi 

ſo rude an encounter, that though he ouer- 


threw me to the grounde, yet I made him tot- he is conſtrai- 


ter in his ſaddle: atwhich, growing impatient, 
he laide hande on his fivorde,and let driucat 
me with all his force, wherewith he had then 
without doubt geuen me a mortall wounde, 
had not I kept him off, and defended my 
ſclfe with my Lance of Good government. Ne- 


uaetly vnto 
po _ 


uertheleſſe he ceaſſed not to encroch ſtill nea- [P74 of 


rerand nearer in vpon me, lending me ſo manic 
ſturdie ſtrokes, with his fivorde of Many yeeres, 
that I waxed (in a maner) vnable to helpe m 
ſelfe any farther, againſt the heauic —— 
ſing blowes of his vnreſiſtable arme; and at 
length,tomake my miſerie thegreater,my lance 
of Good government flew in pecces: wherewith, 
and thorow the thumps which he had geuen 
me, my head began to be giddie, my legges to 
faint, and my eyes todazle; wherewith, vpon 
my entreatie (he likewiſc, being in a maner 
breathleſſe)we agreed to take a litle pauſe. 
AftcrI had a while refreſhed my ſelfe,and re- 
E 1. couered 
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couered breath, caſting mine eye vpon my ad- 
ucrfaric, and in my ſecrete ans Gai 
commending the grauitic ofthis looke, and the 
braucnefle of his behauiour, I requeſted him in 
kindneflc, to tell me his name 'and condition. 
To which anſwering me in very courtcous lan- 
guageyite a man of good iudgement and ſetled 
cnſc : My diſcent and linage, quoth he, is of 
great antiquitie; my proper name 1s, Age, true 
regiſter of euery mans time, in which I do neuer 
deceiue any, neither do I geue my conſent to 
falleneſle. fa can paſlc through the plaine 
of Time, without comming vnder my handes, 
and whoſocuer otherwiſe doth thinke, is farre 
decciued.and in crrour. For vnder this condi- 
tion were borne all thoſe that cuer cnioyed the 
faire light ofthis worlde,orcuer atany timeſhal: 
of which, ifany c{cape my handes, then can he 
not wander farre in this feelde of Time, but 
muſt of neceſlitic dic in the vnfortunate vnripe- 
neſlc of his youth: and to this neceſhtic are ſub- 
ic, as wel Princes,as priuate men,the faire,rich, 
noble, and fortunate, as thoſc of contraric con- 
dition. Thereforc, ſeeing you arc now lo farre 
trauailcedin this plaine, that you are come with- 
ih the compas of my power, cither withour far- 
ther rehiſtance, __ your fclfe quictly vnto 
me, or you ſhall too late repem, with manic a 
groning 
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The reſotucd Gentleman, 
groning ſigh,thart cucr you ſtrived with me. 
But I,notbcing yet to —y quayled as 
to yeeld vnto his perſwaſion, ſetled my iclfe to 
ldece : ſo thar defying me a ,helcr 
driue at mea new with as great fierceneſle as 
euer he had done before, laying with his fword, 
whichas I tolde you was of Many yeeres, ſohea- 
uiclode vppon me, that all my lummes began 
to ſhakewith a feint and trembling numnelſle; 
My truſtie Lance of Government was broken be- 
tore, & now alſo comming to the cloze, he for- 
cibly pulled from memy ſhield of Hope: finding 
my ſelf in which miſerable cſtate, my weapons 
taken a way, my forces declining,and my bodie 
weakeand decaied,like a man forclorne,I began 
to feint in my reſiſtance, which my aduerſaric 
perceyuing,witha noble magnanimuticalſoſlac- 
ked his fight: ſothat at length, finding no other 
remedie, though much againſt my will, I was 
content torender my ſelfe vnto him,giuing him 
my faith and promiſeto remaine his true priſo- 
ner,and to pay him any reaſonable raunſome 
that heſhould demaund : who, asa great Lord 
doth his humbled ſeruant, ſo receyued he me 
with ſignes of lou, taking from me my right 
—_ in token of his conqueſt, telling me 
ow behouefull and honorable a thing it was 
for apriſoner to manteine inuiolably _on 
E 2+ an 
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The reſolued Gentleman, 
and faith, eſpecially beinga gentleman : as for 


his would vie me well, and grauntme 
my liberte:burit behoued me, on peine of per- 
iurieand dotage, to promiſe him the accom- 
pRo_ of ſome ſuch things, as for mineown 
onorand good he would enioyne me to. To 
which,when I had with all willingneſle agrecd, 
Firſt, quoth he, you ſhall flic from the territoric 
of Loxe, whoſe Lorde is an abuling flatterer, 
whoſe pleaſure isa ſecret baire, conteiningvn- 
der it nothing butgall and bitterneſle,and final- 
lie, whoſe ſequell is nothing but ſorow and re- 
pentance, hauing nothing in it that istrue, bur 
deceipt onely : ſo thatitbecommerh nota man 
of honor,becing once receyued into my ac- 
queintance,toapplichimſelf to any ſuch follies, 
of which he cannotexpeRany otherfruit,then 
gricfe of time misſpent, banda of conſcience, 
vaine expence, and deriſion of the worlde; be- 
ſides a thouſande other inconueniences. 
Beſides,there is avallic called Mariage,which 
take heede by any meanes you enter not into, 
tor there arc ills and troublcs without num- 
ber : with which I woulde nothaue him, whom 
I haue taken in proteRtion, not ſo much as in 
thought incumbred. 
I woulde haue youalſo lauc on the Icfthand, 
lecing they are thinges to vs ingerinenrons yll 
cem- 
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beſeeming,al wanton conuerlations,dauncings, 
ſingings, and ſuch like other amorous diſportes, 
as the ichoole of idleneſle bringeth foorth. 

Butabouc all I admoniſh you, that you keepe 
your ſelte ſequeſtred and free from the courtes 
of great Princes, where the vncertaine good and 
honor ambitiouſly purſued, though obteined 
(which vnleſſc you haue a better ſpokeſman 
then Yertze, {cldome happeneth) yet neuer 
lightly counteruaileth the certaine loſſes and 
aſſured dangers, that folowe the fickleneſle of 
that ſubiccted life. 

Thither repaire many gallant flooriſhing 
PR Tg Lowe and Honor, with ſum 
ous attire,high lookes, proude wordes,and dif 
dainefull thoughts: butin the ende,foyled and 
oucrthrowen with Oner-riotoms expence, reape 
nothing in their talland pouerrie, but laughter, 
mockene, and contempt, vnleſle it be, that 
n—_ againſt their will, they learne to be 

umble. 

But many thereare of my acquaintance,who 
hauing oucrgon, and ſpent the poaſting yeeres 
of ynmiſtruſtfull youth, cither in the vniuerſt- 
tics at home, or in trauayles, or the warres 
abrode, and by long and paynefull diligence 
obteined ſuch vertues and qualitics as to the 
ſcruice of their Prince & Countrey are fitting, 
E 3. 's) 
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do come atlengrth to make ſhew of themſclues, 
in this moſt fayre and magnificent market of 
the worlde, the Court, flattering themſclues 
with great hope of rewarde, honor, and ad- 
uancement:and that the rather,becaule they ſec 
there ietting vpand downe,anumber of vnpro- 
fitable peacockes, that hauc no worthy thing 
cls in the worlde to vaunt on, then onely the 
colour of their plumes. But great is herein their 
error,and as rare their preferment, as the fight 
ofa blacke Swanne. I do notdenic, but ſome- 
times ſuch a miracle may happen : yet for the 
moſt part, Princes are not caried away with a 
ſodaineſhew of vertue, ncither is it requiſite 
they ſhoulde - neitherdo they alwayes diſpenſe 
their fauours and diſgraces, according to the 
worth and worthleſnefſe of cach one, bur ac- 
cordingly, as they are by great perſonages that 
poſleſle neere placcs about them enformed, 
who cither through forctaken conceite, or by 
enuious Sycophants wrongly perſwaded, or 
ſome otheroccaſion,do often ſpeake the worſt, 
orels being by many experiences warned and 
— uch caſes to be warie & circumſpeR, 
leaſt the following behauiour of the partic 
commended,may be ſuch, as ſhall geue no cre- 
dite to his commender,wilbe altogeatherfilent, 
ſo that the chicfecſt labour muſt be,to _—_— 
lte 
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ſtedfaſt fauour of one of theſe great men:which 
who ſo vndertaketh,good God, with what a ſea 
of miſeries ſhall he ftinde him ſclfe inuironed, 
For though he miſle the almoſt incuitable dan- 
er of factions and partialities, wherin many 
-+ made hipnrace of their eſtate, in = 
by the one | ecuted, & by the other 
but weakely defende :yetſuchis CE. of 
malitious paraſites, that waite vpon the fortune 
of great Lords; ſuch the multitude of flatrerers, 
decciuers, ſupplanters, vnderminers, eſpialles, 
andſuch like vermine, that attende vpon their 
court and table,all coucring their villanous pre- 
ences, vnder the maske of vertue, fidelitic, and 
officious ductic:that bcingoften betrayed,and 
abuſed, howſocuer their outwarde ſhew be ho- 
norable and courtcous,they will,and can not in 
wiſedome otherwiſe chooſe, butbeware whom 
they-admit intoſuch degree of fauour; as, that 
they will for his prefterment aduenture their 
credit : So that the new-come Courner, yea, 
though he encline to ſuch humors, asa minde 
well framed can hardly endure to embrace, 
ſhall either as worthleſſe be reieted, or cls ſo 
feintlie fauoured,, that he ſhall.obe at the 
7eeres ende be the better rwo chippes for it, 
but rchaunce much the worſe, 
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the Gallants in brauc apparell, gaming, and li- 
berall expence, he ſhalbe condemned as ambiti- 
tious,of hght bchauiour,and vnſtayed-if other- 
wiſe,diſgraced with all the titles of baſeneſle,as 
vnſutcdtothe royaltics ofa Princes court. If he 
ſpeake, talke,or write, yea, or but ſtudic matter 
of eſtate, he lookesinto the ſtate, and is dange- 
rous: if hedo neither, he is argued to be igno- 
rant, and of no experience.It he haue trauailed 
ſtrange Countrics, ſcene the courtes of foreine 
Princes, liued in their Pallaces, or ſcrucd in 
their warres, thereby the better to learne and 
—_ = —— diſcipline, _ 
nguage, ſ{uſpition thall attende vpon all hi 
actions, Oy of his ſcruice ſul ed, and 
his ſhew of zealous fidclitic miſconſtrued. If he 
haue none of theſe ornamentes to ſct foorth 
himſelfe withall, then ſhall he be (and not vn- 
worthely) deemed vncapable of employment 
in his Princes ſeruice. So miſcrable is his cſtate, 
who purſueth in Court,that his imperfections 
are hatcd, his vertues ſuſpe&ed, and cither of 
both a likeableto barre him from preferment. 
And thus much aſſure your ſelte,ifmy expe- 
rience (which what it is, my name declareth) 
be any whint6 be credited, that I hauenot mar- 
ked any thing more rife in the courtes of Prin- 
ces (yca though them (clues exceedingly ver- 
tuous) 
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tuous) then verttzous men honorleſle and vnre- 
regarded,which happeneth not alwaies thorow 
their default, being by cnuie & information of 
others mif-led,bur rather by a malignitie of for- 
tune,which ſtill ſtriuerh to depreſle Vertue, or 
rather of a dire antipathie berweene them. 

Sundry excellent Princes haue, by diuers 
their ingenious conceyts, made maniteſt, that 
the complaynt of olde decayed Courtiers a- 
gainſt their ingratitude, is often times yniuſt, 
and not they, but the vnthriuing Couriers for- 
rune tobe blamed. 

Beſides we ſee, that the great and all-ruling 
King of the vniuerſal pallace of thus faire world, 
doth not, in the diſtribution of his temporall 
rewardes and puniſhments, alwayes reſpe&t 
the good or yll deſertes of him, whom he ho- 
noreth with the one,or aftli&teth with the other, 

Sccing therefore the fauour and firme affec- 
tion of great men ſo hard to be obtcined, and 
hopes of courtly aduancement ſo vncertine, 
and depending vppon ſuch long merits, that 
the ſmall remainder of your lite ſhall be tired 
out and ended, before youſhall by long pain- 
full ſeruice be able to procure in your princes 
minde a full perſwaſionof your vertue, loialtie, 
and faith:If you will follow my counſel!, leauc 


off the Court to men of great happineſle, and 
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bendeyour minde wholly to the obteining 
thatceleſtial honor and 


of 
t, which ne- 
ucrfaileth them that doe vnfcinedly ſecke it. 


Let this then ſuffize as touchingthe Court! 
life, whoſe philoſophie beinga point beyonde 
either morall ornaturall:as the joyes thereof are 
exceeding cheerefull & gladſome, to thoſe that 
are beautified with the rayes and ſunſhine of 
their princes fauour,ſo great muſt needesbe the 
gricfe and diſcomfort to thoſe, whoſe vertues 
and induſtries aredepreſled, and they for lacke 
of duc fauour and encouragement,madevnable 
todotheirPrince and Country ſeruice; eſpeci- 
ally, a_ wholly dedicatedthereunto them 
ſelues,and the fruictes of their Ince, 

But hauing herein been ſomewhat long, I 
will briefly conclude with the reſt of ſuch pre- 
m_ as in reſpe& of your honor and welfare 
I charge youto obſcrue. 

Secke not to finde Feaſt or Pleaſure in the 
wildernes of loſt Tie, for neuerdid any yet in 
the higheſt degree poſleſle ir, that did nor in 
th'cnde, with manyloſles,and greeuous _ 
repent it. Apart yu ſeltcthertore from thence, 
and while you haue leyſure, vic vertuoully the 
precious,butnot long to be enioycd, icwell of- 
T ime. 

Luſtes,turncis,triumphes,wearing of Ladies 
liucrics, 


The reſolued Gentleman, 
liueries, and other the like, .cnterteined by 
eand flouriſhing yecres, take heede that 
y any meanes you imbrace not. 

Take the berter way, reſeruing your bodyly 
ſtrength, to. the combat of thoſe valorous 
Champions thatatrtende you and your ſoule to 
your and maker, 

Theſe my counſfailes, I do aduiſe you to ob- 
ſcrue,not ſo much in reſpet ofmy commande- 
ment; as of the hurt and damage that may en- 
ſuevnto you in tranſgreſſing them. To which 
I conſtantly made anfwere, that I woulde afſu- 
redly performe as much as I had promiſed,and 
he enzoyned, eſpecially ſecing the not perfor- 
mance of them woke turne to the greateſt 
harme of my ſelfe. 

Well faydhe,Lleauc it to your owne choyce 
and libertic,to do as beſt you liketh: bur for the 
preſent, becauſe it waxeth late, I woulde haue 

'ou direfly to take your iorney towardes the 
barren deſert of 0de Age,fo playneand diſcouc- 
reda way by the courſe of N — can- 
not miſle it; and there you ſhall aſſuredly finde, 
and perchance ſooner then you expe, the ad- 
uenture you ſecke : As for your Horſe and ar- 
mour, I do frankly returne them vnto you a- 
gaine, with free libertie to depart; and withall, 
intoken of my acquaintance, I will beſtow vp- 
F 2. pon 
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eAgepreſents pon you this preſent (deliuering me therewith 


the author 
with a ſiluer 


Gage of 


a fayre filuer Gorget of Mayle) the propertic 
of which is ſuch, that the —_ ents. ce 
more ſhall it conforme the colour of your 
heare and beard in ſutableneſſe to the lame, 
Which guift of his, when I had recciued, he 
tooke his leaue, putting his Courſer to ſo ſwift 
a pace, that I did "ws. heare or ſce the moti- 
on of his feere. And as for me, I departed on 
my way,ſtraight as a line,towardes the defart of 
Olde Age : in which ſort, trauayling vpon the vt- 
moſt confines of Time, I came to ahigh Moun- 
taine, whoſe diſcent was a ſteepe and ſpeedic 
Downefall, ſo that I was in much ſhorter ſpace 
at the foote, then I had been in clyming to the 
height thereof. From thence, I galloped apace 
towardes the defart to which I was diredted, 
ButI had not long trauailed,when of a ſodaine 
I was inacrofle way wanderingly loſt, my me- 
morie diſtracted, and my minde vtterly forget- 


ful of al thoſe good aduices lately deliuered me 
Heentrethiz- by Age, in ſo much,thatI entredinto a wrong 
ro the pathe of path, called, Deceit, whole iſſue is neuer other 
deceite. 


then loſſe and repentance,thoughthe going in, 
being alitle glazed ouer with a " diſlembled 
ſhew of Trze pleaſare, dobcguile the eye of our 
judgement. 

Within it,was great verdure and freſhneſle, 


and 
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and though the ſeaſon of th were faded 
and palt,yet was the ground diuerfified anden- 
amelled with an infinite varictie of fweete ſmel- 
ling flowers, ſo that it repreſented vnto my 
ſoone-yeclding ſenſes, an cxtremitic of pleaſure 
and delight: For Deceit, whoin exterior ſhew 
ſuggeſt a worlde of pleaſures, did now re- 
preſent vnto me all the delices, comfortes, 
and well ſauouring ioycs,that cuer in my youth 
I had taſted. cre 
Then againe n I to acquaint my ſelte 
with Careliſ eg Taker of 
my former ycelding,and of my vowed promiſe 
and acquaintance with Age - I reſpected no- 
thing butthe preſent pleaſure of my ſenſes, fin- 
ding my ſelte, by a ſtrange metamorphoſis, 
freſhly inueygled with that error, which I 
thought Thad long agoe loſt and lett behinde 
e 


me, 
My paſled yum of hauking, hunting, 
armes,loue,and Ladies, alreturnced with the ve- 
ric ſclte ſame {weetencile, and pleaſing delight- 
tulneſle, as when they firſt poſlcſled my gay, 
youthfull, and oder eng yeercs. Withall, in 
came Yayne Conceit, buylding towers in the 
ayre,ſuggcſting vnto me Falſe courage,to vnder- 
take things vnpoſſible, and Credulous lightneſſe, 
to belecue things vtterly improbable, without 
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reaſon or foundation, 
- My Horſe went onamaine with a full carrere, 
fearing neither bridle nor bit, Plaines & Moun- 
taines were to him alike : as for me, he ſaw me 
ſuch a ſtranger to my ſelfe,that he neither knew 
me,nor obeyed me. 

And all this confuſed perturbation of my 
ſenſes, was ſo cunningly contriucd by Well co- 
loured Deceit, that quite forgertull of my way, 
without finding anyerror at all in my ll pcs, 
I was ledtothe mo — and delight- 
full place, that I couldepoſhbly haue imagined. 

Within the ſame ſtoode agorgious & ltately 
royal pallace, whoſe exterior pompous and de- 
lectable ſhewe, made me verily perſwade my- 
ſelfe,that neuer death, or any of his champions, 
could be able to approch vato a ſo beauti- 
full and delitious. The walles ſcemed to be of 
cleere refined filuer, the windowes of brighe 
tranſparent chriſtal,the pinacles of pure wel bur- 
niſht golde,that gliſtered like the Sun-beames, 
and the couerings and roofes of radiant Am- 
ber,whoſe — fayreneſſe and ſplendor was 
{uch,that with amazement itdazeled the behol- 
ders eyes. Many beautifull Ladyes were at the 
windowes, richly adorned with pompous ha- 
bites, ſtrange attires, rare deuices, and moſt allu- 
ring ſweete behauiours, Many braue youthfull 


The reſolued Gentleman. 18, 


Gallants were among them, ining them 
with courtly geſtures, and amorous well vrte- 


red ſpeaches. There was beſides, a moſt delici- 
ous muſique of many well conſorted Inſttu- 
ments; to which, ſome were — ſome 
daunſing, ſome diſcourling : in fine, all was a- 
morous,and moouing vnto loue, 
Deceipt was now become ſo quiet, and abſo- 
lute a lorde and ruler of my fancie, that I ad- 
iudged my ſclfe moſt fortunate and happie, in 
_ arriued at ſuch a Paradice, ſo voyde of 
gi c, and fo repleate with all fortes of plea- 
urcs,as this ſeemed to be : EY 
tothe Porter, whole name was Abuſton,l 
lic intreated him, to tell me what myght be the Hines _ 
name of this ſumptuous edifice, = rs was —_ 
aſſembled ſuch a noblecompany of Gentlemen ; 
and Ladycs, with ſuch ificent yarictie of 
pleaſures and delightes : who briefly anſwered 
me, that he was called the Pallace of Lone. At The pallece 
which very name of Loue, I ſtarted backe, as of Lone. 
ata thing altogeather diſproportionable tomy 
yeeres and profeſſion. When De whrp = rk 
againe vnto my ſenſes a worlde of delightes 
and pleaſurcs,the more I withdrew my mynde, 
tie more did enflame it forwarde. But ſtraight, 
Remembrance ſtept in, recording veto me the 
hiſtorie ofthings paſsed,and crying out _— 
t 
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thatT committed pertutie, and withall did for 
euer purchaſe mine owneruineand perdition, 
ſhewing me therewith a clecre chnlitall glaſle, 
wherein, bcſides many of my paſſed marters,l 
ſaw Auncient Aze noting my ſteppes, as 
oncthar ment tocall ieota Intellicn for tranſ- 
grcſſing his counſclls. And likewifc I might 
thercin perceive my beard to be all mingled 
with ſilucr hayrcs, and my hcad to be ouercait 
with ſnow : 't he {tght ot which, did worke in 
mea marucilous amazement. Deſrre neuerthe- 
lefſc, with many fweete papaegannr Wy YR Fy 
his greateſt force tobring me vnder Loxes ſub- 
iection. But Remembrance did fo liucly ſhew 
vnto me the yH agreeing deformitie thereof, 
perſwading me, to letthat paſſe, which was al- 
redie paſſed, rathcrthen of new to harbour a- 
ny ſuch troubleſome tirannicall gueſt, within 
the weakned manſtonof my aged ſenſes : That 
howlſoeucr vehemently ſwaicd by Deſiers tem 
tations,yet when I hadrecalled my mindeto 
conſideration thereof, I thought good to apart 
mefrom his counſel, as beeing both dange- 
rous and diſhonorable, fully reſoluing, not to 
be at any time ſo oucrtaken againe : ſo that 
all Defrres endeuours prouing vaine, Remem- 
brance taking me by the hand, guided mefrom 
that countertcit path of Decezt, into the true 
way 
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way of Good aduice, with right dire&tion where 
my journey lay:And there I rooke my farewell 
of Lowe,and withall of her,for whoſe {ake(while 
I was Lowes enthralled ſubicR) the paynes and 
tormentes I endured,ſeemed to be but pleaſures 
and comfortes , Who fo is deſirous ro know 
her, let him content him ſelfe with this much, 
thatſhe is one, whom Nature hath more richly 
beautified with grace, comlincſle, and pertect- 
on,then my worthlefſe and vncloquent penne 
can any way expreſlce. But the Exer-livmg righ- 
teoufneſſe, whole wiledomeis infinite,and whoſe 
iudgement impenetrable, knowing the ende of 
my pretences, was pleaſed to afſiſt me with. his 
gracious goodnefle, ſo that I went on the right 
way,to accompliſh my faith and promiſe, which 
I had geuen vnto Age - and ſuch was the haſte I 
madeto be at my journeys end,that I found my 
ſelfe arriued in the Countrey of Feeble olde Age, 
before I my ſelfe knew how. There the carth 

trembled,and cuery thing ſeemed to be a quag- 
mire. The ayre was darke and miſtie,the{melles 
noyſome, the grounde barren, yeelding miſc- 
nes inſteede of fruite, and the rentes that there 
were gathered,was griefeand anguiſh. 

There groweth not any tree, that beareth ei- 
ther fruite or flower; all is full of barren briers, 
and witheredthornes. There is not any mn 
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of good taſte, norherbe yeelding iuiſc:in fine, 
it is a deſtroyed parte, dry, fruitlefle,and con- 
ſumed:in the which,there is not any nouriture, 
or veric litle, and that, mingled with care and 
ſorow. The fountaines there are of ſufferance, 
& the brokes of bitterneſle. The Moones bright- 
nefſe, and the Sunnes gliſtering, is there ob{cu- 
red with darkeneſſe and » The fiweereſt 
ſongs accuſtomably vied inthis barren deſert, 
arctorowfull complaintes of time miſspent,and 
for good things paſſed, that can nor be reco- 
uered.The longer a man lingreth there,the leſle 
repoſe he findcth : eucrie thing yeeldeth griete, 
and 1»firmitie is there enthronizedas princeſle, 
and regent of the whole territorie. Health 
hath no entrie, but is thence y bani- 
ſhed : comfortable mirth appeareth nor, being 
ſuppreſſed by fretting Melancholy, one of the 
cheefeſt Lordes of thus deſert. 

A ſmall iourney fromthence,licth an Iland of 
diſcaſed infirmitie, whoſe proper name is De. 
ciepitude,where health died, making gricte and 
ſorow his exccutors, bequeathing vato them 
all his rightes and poſseſhons. I haue not as yet 
bin there, but I am comen ſo necre,that the ve- 
ric ayre thereof maketh al the ioyntes and mem- 
bers of my body to ſhake and tremble : Iudge 
then what effect it will worke in him, that =_ 
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be therein landed and ariued? 

Thence, being once entred, there is no de- 
parting, till the ſoule doe free it ſelte from our 
the encombred bodics priſon,aſpiring toa bet- 
ter habitaton, - 

Butwhichof all is ſtrangeſt, ſuch is the mi- 
raculous working and vigor thereof, that from 
the extremitic of Ode Age, it conſtreinerh men 

ine to returne vnto the veric extremities of 
Childehood, then the which, what wonder can 
be greater. Feebleneſſe is there ſo ſtrong, thar it 
taketh from $ , abſolutely his beceing, 

Theeyes brightneſle, __ mans lik the 
chicfeſt comfort, is there in ſuch ſort turned 
toobſcuritic and dimnefle, that it ſcarcely ſeeth 
any thingatal:and yer thatlirleis in ſuch imper- 
tec dazeling maner, that all the things diſter- 
ned,ſceme to be but images of death. 

No benefitis ſo great that it can yeeld ſound- 
neſle of health or comfort, and ecuerie litle cuill 
is ſo efficient, that itcafily becommetrh morrall: 
each litle griefe offendeth deadly withour reſt- 
ſtance,as ina rendred ouerthrowen Countrey, 
where life hath nothing, but onely the name 
andapparance. | 

Iknow this Decrepite eſtate to bea thing feare- 
full vnto defteryacke itis a greatbenefiteof 


God,by whoſe goodnefle the vertuous and pa- 
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tient bearing thereof, may be a great meane to 
our {aluation, which of his cndlefſe mercic, I 
belcech him,that we may all obtcine, 

But to come backe to my diſcourſe, bein 
—— this vnpleaſant deſert of Olde Aer, 1 
coulde not finde any path,gate,way, or iſſue, to 
get out, vnleſlc I —_—_ center bins that of De- 
crepitude, and therefore I entertcined my lelfe, 
thebeſtthat I could,in thathealthlefle province: 
in which afterI had a litle romed vpand downe, 
I eſpied ſundry people both men and women, 
that did buſic them ſelucs in the practiſe of 
ſtrange and coſcning leightes:ſome to hide and 
diſlemble their yeeres, filled vp the wrinkled 
furrowes of their face with payntinges, ſome 
died their heades and hk with waters of 
their owne mingling, ſome pulled quite out the 
gray heares that appearcd in them, thinking fo 
torid them ſelues of thoſe hatcfull meſſengers 
of decaying life. But Olde Age, would not con- 
j2nt vnto ſuch falſeneſle, . proteſting againſt 
them, that they laboured in vayne, for there is 
no polithilitic of turning backe one iot from 


- twat degtee of his acquaintance, and ſubicfion 


whereto the; are once arriucd. Being ance wi- 
thered-and decayed with ee, to floriſhe and 


' waxe greene againeis,notgraunted to = mor- 


tal creature. The ende of {ſuch denices and ende. 
nours, 
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vours,tendeth in fine to nothing, but to filling! 
of the Churchyardes; 

But leauing this diſcourſe, becauſe it breedeth 
mclancholic. Olde Age, asI tell you, had fo en- 
tangled me, that though I woulde feine haue 

ottea outof his wuriſcaetion, yer coulde I nor 
- any meanes firide any way or paſſage, which 
at the firſt mooucd me to be very hcauic and 
ſorowfull, and that the rather, becauſe I law my 
_ vnrecouerable,and my gricte remedilefle, 

ut cuen as the 4"; irde, newlyindo- 
ſed within the priſon of his Cage, doth fora 
timeat the firſt, ſullenly lament the laſle of his 
abridged libern, till at laſt, ſeeing the bootelef- 
neſle of his ſorow; he beginneth to comnfort 
him ſelfe, with thinking of his ſweete forpaſled 
pleaſurcs,as of the dcelightfull trees, and fweerely 
{melling bryers, wherein he had harboured the 
pleaſant chirping ot his litle louely companions 
with whom he had conucricd; andi fuch h's 
other recreations and paſtimes, whilett he cn- 
ioyedthetreedome of the heldes,andeuen with 
thoſe thoughts of comfort, forgerteth his me- 
lancholy,and falleth fweetely a ſinging : fo fa- 
reth it with me, who, though my: preſent eſtate 
mooued me to heauineſſe and forow; yet conlt- 
dcring the neceſhtic thereof, 'and wthall-my 
many paſſed youthtull pleaſures, "Liramgpt.o 
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minde toa contentment, and ſo began to tra- 
uayle and ſcarche each part and coaſt of the 
countrie through, to ſee yt I coulde finde any 
or corner therof, exempred from the gene- 
rall barrennefle of the reſt, to th'ende, I myght 
there paſſe away my time with leſle gricfe. 
—__ awhile, I happened ofa ſo- 
dayne to cſpic therein a place, ſo tull of goodli- 
nefſeand riches,that I could not refraine from 
wonder inbeholding it. Within the ſame was a 
lodging ofincſtimable worth called Good adzer- 
ture 


Then firit began I to e the falſe- 
neſſe ofthe worldes retwha nr Lair t-rnt 
thar there is not in Olde age any pleaſure: where- 
as ſurely thereis a I whoſe 
vertuous exerciſe a viceleſle 79h paſled ouer, 
doth manifeſt the contrary. 

Burt you muſt vnderſtand, that I meane nor 
thefond ſtudic of vaine worldly trifles, but ra- 
ther thatwhichteacherh vs to ſcorne and con- 
remne the brickle (and howſocuer faire Suit 
ded ) yet ſoone defaced alurementes of this 
world; and fo to liue and dic, that our foule 
once freed from the mortall bandes of our 
heere-ſoone periſhing body, may through the 
merits of our Sawiour, attaine to cucrlaſting 
bleſſedneſle and reſt. was 

is 
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This I ſpeake of, conſiſteth in fruirfully rea- 
ding the ſacred volume of the holy Scriptures, 
&the precious workes of thoſe godly Doors 
6 Fathers, whoſe bleſſed pennes haue diuinely 
preſcribed vnto vs, the way of perte&t repen- 
eance,and vertuous perfection, teaching vs no- 
thing but that, which ſtill we ought to contem- 
late with the eyes of our mynde; that is, to 
yue and dic wall For there is not any thing 
vnder heauen ſo happeleſſe,heauic, and miſera- 
ble,as for a ſoule {leeping careleſly in {inne, to 
approch the dolorous paſlage of Death. Ofthis 
irable placeI ſpeake off, the walles were all 


round about trimmed with Del{zeht.The Portal The Palles 
at which you cntred, figured foorth nothing of conremple- 


but Pleaſure. The Dytches were ſecure, deepe, 1% 
and well trenched, curiouſly wrought in great 
conformitic by Good exerciſe. The Chappel was 
of zeale, the Windowes of Charitable Lowe,the 
Gate, wherein was the entrance and going 
foorth, of Heedefulneſſe, and the Bridge of 11. 
duſtrious Trawaile. The Vanes and Streamers of 
the houſe were of Pleaſure, which glyſtering 
aloft, ſhewed all the paſſers by, that there was 
theſchoole and practiſe of Yertue and Learning. 
No 1dleneſſe dared toapproch this bleſſed Man- 
ſion : for Diligence was the Porter. Onely Enmm- 
lation is ſuffered to enter, who there ſeructh as a 
ſpurre 
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ſpurre to Yertuous operation. 

In fine,the time there beſtowed, is inthe one- 
ly learning andexerciſe ofthat heaucnly philo- 
ophic, whereto whoſocuer arriucth,ay well 
beaccountcd happic and bleſſed. 

; ThatTI was defirous to enter into this bliſ- 
full place, no man needeth to doubt : butin the 
end,ſceing the gates did notofthemielucs open 
vnto me, I was bould to goe vnto the porter, 
with carneſt entreatic, that I might, by his fa- 
uour & meanes, be ſuffered trocnter. To which 
he anſwered : this houſe, ſaid he, which is the 
very Perfection of #udieand enemy of ignorance, is 
notto be dallicd withall, or to be centred with 
ue rg and ſcorne. For within it is en- 

oſed the Treaſure of hfe,and the Riches of the 
Worldes wiſedome: it is kept and goucrned by a 
beautifull Princeſſe, whom it hath pleaſed the 
higheſt to bleſſe with a H 4ppy ener-dus ing youth: 
ſhee neuer changeth eſtate, liuing frec-from 
deaths ſubieftion : her proper name is Memo. 
ric,ofall the'worlde highly honored and cſtee- 
med. Fromherarederiucd all the chicte plea- 
ſures wherewith 0/ze age is honored, whois 
through wiſedome and experience ſhee enno- 
bleth with regard and worthip. 

Where ſhee is enterteined, ſhee neuer bree- 
deth weerineſſe, making him bleſſed with 


whom 
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whom ſhee pleaſeth to. harbour. Some there 
are, whom\ſhee flieth, though they labour ne- 
uer ſo carneſtly-to be acquainted with her : tor 
in fer opcrations,is ſo great & ſtrange aſecrer of 
natuze,that neither Socyates,nor Plato, noral the 
d cing wits of the patſed Philoſophers, 
wes bin able: to define _ or b_ this 
corruptible body of ours, is beautiticd with ſo 
pureand excellent an ornament,as this of Me- 
morie . But for my part, I do. venly beleeue, 

without any doubt or queſtion, that this be- 
ing ſo ſingular a good, procedeth onely from 
the miraculous working of God, and nor from 
any ſcrled habite or ingrafted guift ofnature:for 
as the foule hath by God her habitation & do- 
micile beckentivrta the body,ſo hathr Me- 

moriehers intheſoule it ſelfe, whence ſheſpring- 
eth, viing her qualities andoperations. And fee- 
ing the ſoule is an inuiſible peculiar frame and 
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workmanſhip of God, as aſparke of his diui- derived onely 
nitie : It foloweth then alſo, that my Ladie and from God, 
Miſtreſſe, muſt needes be a ſeuered workof God Wihour ha- 
alone, without hauing any relation to Nature, *9 9 74- 
#. Her excellence, nobilitic, and byrth, confi. 97 *: 


dered, and withall, the notable comforts, and 
fweete ſauouring vertues that ſhe in her ſelfe 
conteyneth, ſhe hath cuer bin of all wife men 
honored in high degree, as one of the chicfeft 
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beautics and ornaments of lyfe. 

Since I firſt came acquainted with her fer- 
uice,I haue bin in ſtead of her ſeruant,as it were 
her gardian : My name is Diligence, and I con- 
tinually accompanie her, in reipeR of the vehe- 
ment loue I beare vnto vertuous ſtudie, whoſe 
trueperfection without her helpe is not to be 
obteyned. The onely way to ſee her perfectly, 
is through Yertuous defore, firſt by exerciſing 
our mindes to learneand know, and then faſtly 
toreteine that which we haue once learnedand 
knowen. 

But becauſc I ſee you are arriued to this vn- 
comfortable ſoyle of 01de Age, taking compal- 
ſion of your weakened forces,I willaccompl; 
your defire,hoping ſomewhat therewith to re- 
freſh and comfort the languiſhing of your ſpi- 
rites. x 

Whereupon being by this induſtrious Por- 
ter brought to the preſence of Memorie, I was 
of her lured with a moſt pleaſing and gentle 
behauiour. | 


The attyreof Herattire was ſumptuous and rich,” embro- 


HMemorie. 


dered in meruailous art by Cogitat:ov rounde 
about, ſtrangely. preſenting 'vnto my: view;'a 
large courſc ant huſtoric of T;we,both;paſtand 
preſent. And withall, the more to ſabulize my 
remembrance,ſhe made mc ſmell to a — 
3, 0 
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of Knowledge,which ſhe ware, whole excellent 
and delicious odour, did ſo. refreſh the vigour 
of my ſenſes,that me thought I was not halfe ſo 
earthly as before. 

After ſome few conferences, requeſted herto 
fauour me with the {ightof ber librarie, which I 
imagined could not be bur rare & ifhcent, 
Butſhe briefly anſwered me,that whoſocucr de- 
termined to ſtudie there,may not vic any other 
bookes or leſſons, then ſuch as Remembrance 
yeeldeth him:for it were labour loſt,and meere 
vanitie, for old mento begin firſt thento ſtudie. 
Their exerciſe ought rather to be in well kee- 
pans reteyningthat,which before time they 
had feene and learned, and therewith in ſhe- 
wing the fruites of their wyſedome to recre- 
ate them ſclnes.and to counſell others. 

Butnow tellme, ſaydſhe, whar is the thing 
that you do demaunde of me, & you ſhall finde 
me redy to yeelde you ſatisfaction? 

Being comforted with her courteous and 
= language, I did without =y acquaint 

cr with the circumſtances of my aduenturous 
— telling her, how that my thought-tul- 
neſle had inſtantly mooued me to viſite the 
foreſt of Atropos : which voyage I had now re- 
folued, and withall, to enter in fingle combat 
with cyther of the two famous Champions, 
H 2. Debi. 
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Debilitieor Accident,to whole garde the place is 
commi ceching her earneſtly to tell me, 
if ſhe had heard,read,or founde, in any —_ 
bookes, writinges, or recordes, hidden figures, 
orlong toms of times,thatany of theſe 
Champions had bin put to the foyle, by any 
of thoſe worthy men thatat ſundry ages haue 
lived ſo puisfantand conquering in theirtimes: 
For yf any one had at any time, or in any age 
vanquiſhed them, I woulde not doubt, but by 
Gods asſiſtance, to goe as farre, as he that had 
gon fartheſt. But in fine, howſocuer the marrer 

ouldegoe, I tolde her, thatI was relolued to 
winne eyther glorie with my ſ{worde, or with 
my body death. 

Memorie, hauing with attention heard my 
ſpeaches: Iwill not, ſayd ſhe ſmilingly, enter- 
ecine you with long diſcourſcs, but geuing you 
the beſt aduiſc I may, lct you with your cycs 
beholde the certaine cuent of this moſt dange- 
rous enterpriſe, in which you are engaged. 
And opening therewith a Poſterne gate, ſhe 
placed me in a great immenſe and ſpatious 
playne,called the YVninerſal Sepulcher of mankind, 
open and diſcoucred on cuery fide, without 
cyther Rocke or Mountaine, fo that there was 
no limit norreſtraintto the eye,butthatirmighe 
boldly and frankly throw his view ſo + 
the 
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the ſharpeneſle thereof coulde pearce ot dif- 
cerne:and as the playne was infinite,ſo was the 
number of Graues & Monumentes : ypon moſt 
of the which ha of the ri - ide, m_ 
Epitaphes,and famous Figures of the name an 
bits of humane creatures, whom Death had 
ſwallowed and deuoured. 

Marke now there,ſayd ſhe, yf you can, and 
note vp the number of thoſe enterred bodies, 
who ſometimes floriſhed with ſuch applauſe of 
the worlde in great pompe & honorable eſtate. 
But yf your wittes be notable ro comprehende 
them,nor no wyſcdome\,learning, or retentiue, 
able to regiſter them, then reſt aſſured, that the 


force of your aduerſaries are mightie,and to be - 


feared: for they are all the ſpoyles of Debilitie 
and Accident. See there the C 


otherwyle to diipoſe.) There ſhall you finde all 
thoſe, whoſe —_ Homers heroicall verle, or 
Livies maicſticall proſe, hath made glorious to 
the worlde. Thoſe that F.uderius and Oroſins 
ſpake off, lic here all ina reckoning.Olde, young, 
rich,poore,fayte and foulc,lic heere altogeather 
encofhned. The great warriours of Babylon, the 
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Memorie,wherecin you ſhall indeburicdal thoſe Sed f Me 
whoſe names are in the facred hiſtorie of the more 
Bible mentioned (Enoch and Ehas only excep- 
ted,of whom it _—_ the heauenly wiſedome 
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learned Philoſophers of Athens, the vanqui- 

ſhing Grecians, and the ouercome Trojans, the 

Amazonian Viragos, and the Romane Matrons, 

being ſummoned by ps arr, haue all accom- 

liſhed her commandement, & heere their car- 
es do reſt, 

I ſaw there, of Qucenes and Princeſles, La- 
dyes and Gentlewomen,of high degree,ſuch a 
number, that it paſſed imagination : of which, 
though ſome had bin glorihed with regall dia- 
demes, ſome ſhined with admirable beaurie, 
ſome adorned with infinite wyſedome and in- 
comparable vertue, yet had no one of them all 
bin able ro defend herſelfe againſt the Newer- 
misfing Dart of Lines enemie. 

There were Popes and pariſh Clarkes, Car- 
dinals and Carters, Biſhops and Beggers,Patri- 
arkes and ———— oretime in degree 

e woormes alike, who 
found nodifference in their ficſh. Their bones, 
being confuſedly put togeather,of ſuch likenes, 
that one was nor'to be knowen from anorher. 
Emperours and {laues,Kinges and Ploughmen, 
Lordes and vacabondes, Law-giuers & Louts, 
were there all vnder Deaths clapnet. None of 
them eſcaped,nor euer ſhall thencebring newes 
to the worlde, of tlie good or cuyll entertein- 
ment he there recetued, Retyred Virgins, new 


pro- 


ment, 


In fine, ſuch was the infinitneſſe: of thenum- 

y eyes were weeried with viewing, 

_ my {puits dulled with meditating vpon 
em 


Of all thoſe whoſe carkaſes I there behelde, 
I woulde gladlieſt, yf Iknew which way, en- 
treateof thoſe of this preſent 
though ir ſhoulde pleaſe God to 
me the lyfe of Mathuſalaem, and Ithoulde inall 


ber, that m 


T he reſolued Gentleman. 


wengh wanton -, cre” wr there 


yeelded vp their lyues to- Deaths commande- 


age of ours. But 


unt vato 


that time do nothing els but write, yet ſhould I 


want ſpace toreckon vpthenumber of the dead 
inhabitantes, that this playne 


poſſeſſed. Cruell 


Accident woundeth, Debilitie ouerthroweth, 
and «< Atropos- in her foreſt geueth them free 
campe,and there all humane creatures do ende 
their lyues. For ſo victorious is the violent 
Death, that whatſocuer Na- 
turebuyldeth and maketh, he breaketh and dif- 
ſolueth; and from this lot, no morall creature 


hand of Conſumi 


is free. 


- Herewith Memorie ſceing me attheſe tragical 
ſightes oppreſſed with exceeding ſadnefle, with 
a chearcfull countenance bad me not be dif- 


mayed: For, Feare,quothſhe,befitteth notano- 


ble 


26, 


Feare befit- oo 
reth not ano-= take with you-a'magnanimious/ reſolution, 'to 


ble minde. 
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ble minde : but yf you will folow- tny aduiſe, 


dic conſtantly,and with paticace,and fo to or- 
der your ſoule, that it may not be ſubic& te a 
ſeconde death, but acherbe reccyned aato that 
euerlaſting ioy, where it ſhall live cternglly it 
glorious reſt. And therewith leading me into 
an inner manſion, and entertcining me ſtill 
with good and vertuous counſell, I rolde her, 
that though my cauſe of Feare were greater 
then any. hope of Comfort, yet in fine, come 
what woulde,I was reſolued to proue the vna- 
uoydable aduenture, let lyfe or death enſue, as 
vntothe diuine Almightineſſe ſhould be moſt 
pleaſing. Of which my ſo reloluedcourage,ſhe 
_ +1 —_ tang, ESI her 
ſelferobem e:which I acc 
ted, and a dela , ſhe tooke her Palfit 
and bad me follow her. 

Such wasthe ſpeede we made, that of a ſo- 
daine,before I was well aware,we were arriued 
neere the fatall place, where the cruell dreadfull 
combat,to which I haſted,was to be ended and 
determined. 

Atour veriearriuall,I heard agreat noyſeand 
clattcring of menandarmour,as though it had 
bin of ſome well fought Turney, or warlike 
iuſting : but the ſounde thereof ſeemed rather 
plaintfull 
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plaintfull and diſcomfortable, then ſignifiyng 
any pleaſant triumph. 
proching neerer, I might fee certaine 

great Ictters of Golde, ingraued in a fayre regi- 
ſtcr or table of Stone, conteyning thele follo- 
wing wordes. Heere all vayne worldly deniſes,and 
the life of all humane Creatures maketh an ende. 
This is thedolorous pasfage,wheretheſtrengr!1, 
beautic, wyſedome, puislance, and valour of 
mankinde is vanquithed and ouerthrowen, 
CAtropos is Ladie of this place, who maintey- 
ncth heere in garrizons two mightic Champi- 
ons,whoſc incomparable valour hath bereaued 
of lyte all thoſe that cuer liued in the worlde 
heretofore, and ſhall do the like with thoſe that 
live at this preſcnt. ©Accident commonly be- 
ginneth the fight, againſt whoſe ſundry ſtrata- 
| a——_— ſtrange kindes of fight ,no worldly 

rength preuayleth : bur yt at any time he 
chaunce to miſſs.chen commeth the Prince of 
ſorow, called Debilzt;e, whoſe heauie comfort- 
leſſe blow,no Armour of proote withſtandeth: 
So that heere in fine all humane fleſh cndeth, 
leauing to the worlde their posſcfſions, vani- 
ties, purſuites,and fonde deſires, wherein while 
they lyued they did ſet ſuch pleaſure, flattering 
them ſelues with a fooliſh conceipt of longer 
enuoying them. 
I 1. But 
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Burt hearing a great rumor & noyle within the 
Steccada,[ ſtayed no longer heere, but got me 
to the liſtes, where I found a great number of 
_ aſſembled to beholde a ſtrange & dread. 

combat,that was there to be tryed, ſo that 
there was a great whiſpering and confuſed 
noyle of voyces. 

Atropos beholding all, fate aloft in a ſtately 
Skaffolde,queintly Jothed with a garment cm- 
brodered rounde about with Putrified earth and 
Wormes,. Her geſture full of Ire and threatning, 
and in her hande a Death-bringing Dart, with 
which ſhe firſt deficth them that leaſt thinke of 
it : Cruelty is the marſhall of her ficld. Her K, 
at armes, Wilfalneſſe : his coate armour of Ynre- 
ſpet-her chauncelor, in#ability: and his diuine, 
Let no man truit. 

The lyſtes are of Sorowes, encloſed with Hea- 
wineſſe: her pauilion of Clamonrs, her banners 
and ſtreamers there wauing,all of Plants and 
Wailizgs, her neercſt attendants, are Brtterneſſe, 
Deſpite, and Yillanie. 

On the defendants fide was his pauilion,cm- 
brodered round about with Heroicall bornty 8: 
High valor, and beautified with infinite ſtrea- 
ming bancrolls and flags of Honor : his King at 
armes was Welbelowed:the paynting of his baw- 
dricke and coate armour,was all garniſhed with 
Vertuous 
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Vertuons proweſſe, & crowned with True Nobili. 
ty. Wifulneſſe in his Ladics name proclamed S:- 
lence, comanding vpon pcine of great penalties, 
that none ſhould with any good or cuill ligne, 
or with any other meanes, asfiſt cithcr of the 
combarters, And after proclamation,ſcceing ge- 
nerall ſilence, commaunded the champions to 
begin the fight,and to ſhew their force. Debilitie 
firſt entred, bringing with him two mightie & 
ſharply ſtecled weapons, the one of Per ſeruiion, 
the other ofa Remedileſſe conſumption. His vpper 
garment or coate-armour had fgurcd in it the 
Carkas of a dead Man, milcrably pined away, 
bare, and without fleſh, hanging only togea- 
ther by the bones, yeelding a fight full of 
ghaſtfulneſſe and horror : On the other fide 
camefoortha moſt honorable Defendant,beau- 
afed with the glorious armes of Burgwndze : 

Honour both wayted vpon him and was his 
guyde. This was the moſt excellent Prince of 
great and famous memorie, ſo highly for his 


Deibilitie en- 
treth the hiſtes 


verrues honored and loued.Philip of Burgnndie, Philip,furna- 
of all our Weſterne worlde the greateſt Duke: med the good: 
his right hande was armed with a Lance of D«%ef Bur- 
Stayed advice. The fayre enameled boſſe of his gandie. 


guylded Target, repreſented the Great prayſe, 

the many Freendes, and powerfull domimions, that 

he poſſeſſed. Nothing was about him, but wit- 
I 2. 


neſled 
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neſſed Trueth, Bounty, Conſtancie, and Conrage: 
And tinally,his Macc was of Firmeneſſe againſt 
all aduerſitics. 

Debilitie was neucr at any time fuller of feare, 
then now,at the conſtant bchauiour of this gal- 
lant encmic, and therefore threw at him a farre 
off a dart, headed with ſo Marnie troubles, thatit 
had bin able to haue daunted and ouerthro- 
wen the greateſt _—_ living. Butthe gentle 
Duke oppoſed him ſelte with ſo Quiet & Ynble. 
miſhed a minde, that it made in him no breach at 
all; rather did he with his Lance, of whoſe tem- 
per I tolde you before, geue his encmie fo ver- 
tuousanencounter,thathe made him toſtagger. 

Each of them ſhewed the vitermoſt of his 
valour, ſtriuing in this hard and crucl combat 
whether of them ſhould be ſuperior. 

Debilitie let flie at the Duke with his Pollax 
of Perſecution:the Duke beroke him {cle to his 
Mace of Firmeneſſe, and ſo auoyded the blow, 
So that as the fight was fierce and vchement, 
{o was it in a mancr doubrfull berweene them. 
Memoric ſeemed to hope,thatthe Duke ſhould 
eſcape victorious: Burt the Deſtinies were againſt 
it, and the Eternall ordinance of the Almightie: 
For in the ende, Debrlitre thruſt the noble Duke 
into the Lungs with a deadly Conſumption, 
aſlayling him beſides with many a fierce _ 
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of other infirmities, ſo thatthough he were him 
ſelfe exceedingly weericd and toyled, yet farre 
greater was the Defendants extremitie : of 
whom, to make a finall ende, gathering rogea- 
ther all his force, he ſtrake with ſo violent a Ca- 
tarre, that downe fell the magnanimous Duke 
breathleſle,and with him the glorie of our age. 

Atropos in ſo heauie a caſe (all the hartes of 
thebcholders els throbbing,and their eyes wee- 
ping)made no other reckoning, then as it were 
a Maygame, ful of laughterand ſcorne,no whit 
at all reſpecting his great honor, eſtate,and alli- 
ance, nor the worldes generall ſorow for the 
loſle of ſo excellent a Prince. 

The Heralds at armes laide oner the dead bo- 
dic arich embrodered Here, garniſhed rounde 
about with workes of Glorie, and thence con- 
ucycdthe ſame vnto the noble Manſion of Me- 
morie:where,with ſacred Obits, and ſumptuous 
Funcralls, it was moſt ſolemaly enterred:as for 
his bleſſed ſoule, I truſt in Gods mercie, that ir 
isnow glorified with celeſtiall ioyes,free from 
hauing hence foorth any more to do cyther 
with Debilitie, or Accident. 


Scarce weretheſe mournefull Obſequics en- Accedent pre- 
ded, when we might heare a new rumor and ſenterh him 
noyle of two freſhly arriued Champions. The /e xrmed, 


firſt was Accident, who in terrible geſture pre- 
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ſented himſelfe armed and fierce cn horſcbacke 
in the fielde. His Horſe was caparatoned with 
Arrogance nener tempered,his Lance of /nhafppi- 
zeſſe, his Harneſle of Ire, his Sword, with which 
he hath ouerthrowen millions of men,of 0er- 
weening boldneſſe, and his Mace,with which he 
viually oucrturns thoſe that are in beſt liking 
with them ſclues,of Fortune. 

Out comes __ him,like Mars or Hercules 
enraged,great Charles of Burgundie,the molt fea- 
red, &aduenturous Prince that liued in his age, 
whoalwaycs made Reaſon attende vpon his Wl, 
(which yer neuer was vnuertuous, though to 
him ſelfeſome times domageable.) His Cour- 
{cr was Fierſeneſſe, cueric pecce of his Armour 
tempered in True courage, his Lance of High 
endeuour, his Sworde of Mindes greatneſſe, and 
his er of Incredible munificenſe, And ſurcly, 
yt we will rightly judge of this worthy Prince, 
there was notany vertue that he had not in per- 
fetion,neither was there any vice, with which 
the nobilitie of his minde was ſpotted, vnleſſe 
{cliewill,and oucr-greatneſſe of courage, be to 
be called vice. 

Wherethis feclde was fought, was neither 
tentnor pauilion, but only ſhrubbes & bruſhes. 
The encounter began with great claſhing and 


noyle of armour, Great was the furie of either 
Cham- 
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Champion,andgreat the fierſeneſle of their firſt 
onlet,cither of them deadly and deſpitefully de- 
firing thedeſtruRtion of the other. 

Accident like a tempeſtor whirlewinde, with 95g, v,,, 
ſuch vnreſiſtable puitlance ſo encountred the ;þree times 
Duke three times,thathe ouerthrew him to the owerthrowen 
ground.andyert vndid him not; for ſtill in his &y the D. of 
greateſt diſgrace, vndiſmayed, he made head £0r4yne and 
againe,with greater and more reuengefull reſo. 7, and 
lution then before. Yer ſuch was the hurt of oy ? ſe — 
theſe vnfortunate encounters,that not only the a. 4 
Duke,but his whole houſe, eſtate, 8& countrey, yeere. 147 6, 
was thereby greatly weakoned. 

But now wasthe fight growen to that heate 
of turic berweene them, that it amazed the be- | ar may 
holders. The Duke being full of magnani- (cunte chiefe 
mous wrath,&rcſolued to dic,or to be victori- leader of t 
ous, ſpared no meanes or wayes he might to D.horſe, and 
orecue his aduerfarice, who ſtrake him a mightic & opectal cre- 
blow with his Pollax of Conſpiracie, geuen - 6 about 
him by Fortuxe, therewith to ende the Mie of _ _ - 
him, whom manly and equall vertue neuer TD.of Loraine 
coulde haue vanquiſhed : Yer {till the fearelefle ;, berray his 
Duke or anda valiantly the place, though maiſfter,which 
Fortune, and all the worlde els, had forſaken moff Judas- 
him,rill at laſt, Accident with vaworthy handes, 9% be perfor- 
doubling a downright blow vpon him, bare _ m_ 
him,for whomthecarth while he liucd was too yn = 
=—_—_ 7” 
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litle,ſlaine and ſenceleſleto the carth:who as all 
his life time he had bin great and incompara- 
ble,ſo was his valorous ending,cucn to his hate- 
fulleſt enemies, admirable. God I hope of his 
infinite goodneſſe, will there graunt reſt and 
quietnefle to his ſoule,which heere his body ſo 
much abhorred. 

If warre beto be praiſedas an honorable ex- 
erciſe, then great ought your ſorow to be, 0 
ſouldiors, for the loſle of ſuch a prince, whoſe - 
like inthat profeſſion neuer liued any : yet not- 
withſtanding al this incomparable loſle,it doth 
nota little comfortme, in that it is tothe whole 
worldenotorious,that he was not oucrcome by 
any that were worthy of ſuch a conqueſt, but 
onely through the diuine power & permiſſion, 
by which fortune holdeth in hcr handes, and 
handleth at her pleaſure,all humane woorkes. 

For the ſentence, permiſſion, decree, and (c- 
cret iudgment of the heauens, farre exceederh 
our ſcience, deceyueth our knowledge, and 
r aketh vaine our wiſedome. 

Ifa manliue in this world fortunately, and 
poſleſſe what ſo his hart defireth, then the com- 
mon opinion is, that he is an happy man, & was 
borne in agood houre: but if by'aduerſc fortune 
he afterwardes chaunce tobecome poore,and 
afflicted with aduerſitics, miſcrics, or loſle of 
honor, 
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honor, then cuery one crieth our, that he is vn- 


happy,& that it is pitte that euerhe was borne. 

Toauoyde therefore theſe inconueniences, 
and vncertaintics of the worlde,let euery mor- 
tall creature turne him ſelfe with apure andpe- 
nitent minde vnto the cternall creatour of all 

ings, to whom both heauen and carth are 
obedicnt, and then ſhall he be aſſured, that 
there ſhalbe no errour in his courlc; neither, 
ins apron vppon fo fure a rockec, ſhall he 
neede to —_—_ on the vaine flecting blaſtes 
of worldly ſo ſoone deceyued opinions. 

In fine, though Accident vitoriouſly trium- 
phed ouer this famous Prince, yet ncuer in any 
age ſhaltthe glorie and valorous endeuours of 
great Charles be forgotten, whoſe vncompa- 
rablevalour and magnanimitie, all nations and 
hiſtories haue beautthed with the ſurname of 
Hardie, 

But now, though with tearefull eyes, yet ſhal 
my penne proccedeand leaue the wofull ſtorie 
ofthis worthy Duke vnto ſome happier writer, 
whoſe muſe may be glorified with ſo great a 
fubicR. Accident preſently thirſting after anew 
pray,put on his armour of deepe-pirceing Diſ- 
paire, and with a ſharp grounded Iauclin of 
Misfortune,leaptout into the high way,putung 
to his fide a Sword of Sodaine griefe,which = 
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hath ſhorrened the life of many worldly crea- 
tures : but tomake the matter more ſpeedy, his 
Dagger was of Secret melancholy, which being 
toyned to Sickeneſſe, were able ro conſume a 
marble. 

With this there begana muſique ſo well ac- 
corded, fo variable, fweete, and delicious, that 
it rauiſhed with delight the hearers. To-wardes 
the which, as the people ioyfully flocked, to 
know whence, or from what cauſe the ſame did 
proceede, they might beholde a Litter that ap- 
proched, ſupported by two milke-white Vni- 
cornes,of which the one was Perfet? bountie,and 
the other Sweete demeanour. The riches, orna- 
ment, and ſumptuouſneſſe of this Litter, was 
ſuch, that it exceeded all eſtimation. The Vni- 
cornes were guyded by foure Princes: the firſt, 
good Fame, the ſeconde, Flower of Towth, the 
thirde, Nobleneſſe of Hart, and the fourth, 
Diſdayne againſt willanie, and all foure linked 
rogeather by Reaſon. 

Straight folowed a great troupe of Caual- 
hg on withal a companie of ſo choyce, fayre, 
and beaurifull Ladies, as though cach one had 
bin ſelefted and choſen our of the greateſt 
Courtes of the worlde. 

But now it is time to ſay ſomewhat of that 
royall perſonage that came within this ſump- 


rUous 
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ruous Litter, though to touch rightly her per- 
fections, be farre beyond the compaſle of mine, 
orany morrall penne. 

It was a glorious young Princeſle, armed at 
all peeces, and reſolued there in that paſlage, to 
ſhew her power where ſhe had receyued her 
gricfe, In her ſceming one woulde haue dec- 
med her to be avery Penthesilea,that cameto re- 
uenge the death of Trojan Hettor. But cruell 
= vahappic Deſtinie, had conſpired her ouer- 

row. 

Her Harneſſe was of Contentment, her head 
was armed with Yertuous T howght, therwirh the 
better ro defende her {clfe in this dangerous 
conflict, Her Sworde was Deſire to do well, ſharpe 
and well poynted, wherewith ſhe came deter- 
mined to reuenge the wronges that had bin of- 
fered her: Her Dart was of Debonarrneſſe, and 
her Shielde of Faythfull wnſpotted Lone, neuer to 
be altered, Her vpper garment was wrought, 
and rounde about adorned with thouſandes of 
vertues,who finding her pure ſoule tree from all 
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Accident ſtoode all this while trembling, to ſee 
ſoimcomparable a beautic, ioyned with ſo ver- 
tuous a courage, woondring that thoſe man 
excellent rare partes and vertues, ſhoulde be 

ſo viuely vnited in ayoung Princeſle of three 
and twentie yeeres, whereas they are rare and 
ſcarce tobe founde in the many ſetled yeeres of 
longer ages. But Farie, his truſtic Counſayler, 
ſeeing his amazement, bade him be of good 
courage, for the victoric ſhoulde afſure pon 
his,if ſo be he would folow his counſell : which 
was, that he ſhoulde notaſlay her with any 0- 
ther weapon or ſtroke, then onely of a deepe 
Hart-Sorow,which the gentle temper of her wel 
framed minde not enduring, he was aſſured, 
would ſoone ouerthrow her.- 

Accident folowed his aduiſe, and aſhamed 
of his former fayntneſſe, with a crucll Ynkind. 
neſſe, gauc her ja deepe a Sorowes-wounde, and 
thereupon a feruent Age, that the gentle Prin- 
ceſle looſing by degrees the perfection of her 
beauties, though ſhe appoſed her vertues in re- 
ſiſtance, was finally vanquiſhed and taken out 
ofthis vnworthy worlde,in prime of her yeeres 
and beautic; leauing behinde to vs,nothing but 
griefe, heauineſſe, and, compasfion, though 
God wot, booteleſleſorow,and weeping teares, 
be of {mall cffet and moment, to equall fo 
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great an occaſion, 

Thus now hath cruell Accident taken fromvs 
our rareſt jewell, thatprecious Palladimm,which 
while Barewndie cnioyed, it reigned in all prof- 

iticand happineſle : But now alas, the name 
of that noble houſe is finiſhed,and Death hath 
taken away this excellent Lady, whoſe glorie 
ſhall yerliue heere eternally, and her ſoulethere 
I hopein cndeleſle bliſſe. 

This was ſhee that refreſhed our langui- 
ſhing ſpirites, and comforted our former dil- 
tresfull calamities, as Troilus did, who with ver- 
tuc and conrage bare vppon his ſhoulders the 
burden of befieged Troy, when Hettor fay- 
led. And if heauen would haue graunted vs1o 
much happineſle, as to haue left vs onely her 
aliue, we ſhould haue bin ableto haue ſuffered 
and endured whatſocuer cls could haue hap- 
ned. But whatTI might thinke, and what gricte 
might be mine, let the compasſionate Reader 
iudge, ſecing in ſo ſhort a ſpace, three Princes 
dead, whom I ferued,and had ſuchcauſeto loue 
and honour.I was brought vp young,and nou- 
riſhed in thcir court. They were alwayes m 
ſhelters againſtall tempeſtes, ſtormes, and ad- 
uerſitics : But alas, there is none now lefte to 
ſhelrerme from ſorow. 

But returning to my diſcourſe, at the cnde 
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of the combat, when I had ſcene the death of 
theſe three my ſo dearly honored Renee, 
my cycs being drowned with teares, and m 

ſoule with ſorow, vnwilling to ouer-liue ſo 
great a defaſtre, Ipulled downe my beuer, and 
dreadlcile and careleſle what might happen, 
nor looking nor fearing who came againſt me, I 
ruſhed into the liſtes, defying my aduerlarics, 
to come both, or one, or how they liſted, or 
darcd, Memorie {ecing me thus altred,feared 
leaſt T had bin troubled with ſome pasſfion of 
Deſpaire, and thercfore willed me to _recom- 
mende my ſelfe vnto God; which I did, and 
conſtantly attended the comming of my aduer- 
farics. But by and by came vato mea felow like 
a Heralde, of licle ſtature, witha blazon of pro- 
longation, his name was, Somwmons. Great Atro- 
pos, faith he, that heere gouerneth, hath com- 
maunded me to tell thee, that thy houre is not 
yet come, and therefore willeth thee to ſtay, till 
thou be called; which ſhall not be long firſt. 
In the meane time reſt contented, for there are 
now many other combats 4to be'determined 
of greater worth, and among the reſt, eſpeci- 


T be combats ally of fiue famous aduenturers: whoſe names 
of fine famous and particularitics, I deſiring him to recount 
aduenturers. ynto me, though, ſayd he, ſome of theſe be: 


things to come, and the ſecretes of the deſti- 
nics 
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nies are not to be reucaled, yet for this onceI 
will atisfie thy requeſt, |; 
Know then,that theſe fiue diſmall conflices 
I ſpeake off heere to be tryed, are ſuch, that the 
onely thinking of them breedeth arr aſtoniſh- 
ing terrour both to Atropos and her _—_— 
ons;who hearing of the victorious conqueltes 
that are,andſhalbe, by theſe excellent aduentu- 
rers atchiued, are fore-poſleſſed with an incre- 
dible feare and amazement.lI will therefore tell 
thee firſt, what each of the aduenturers is, and 
then how prepared and armed they will come 
to this the laſt combat that euer they ſhall 
make. And do not thinke that I do fable with 
thee, in telling thee of things to come: 
for I doe certeinly aſſure thee, that the cuent 
ſhalbe as I doe tell thee : for _—_— is well ac- 
quainted with the Deſtinies, who hauc diſcouc- 
red the whole vnto her. But becauſc it greeueth 
me exceedingly to ce thee ſo forowful and fad, 
I wouldyceld willingly ſome comfort to thy 
preg minde. And this aflure thy ſclte, the 
eauens doe ncuer denic conſolation to the 
comfortleſle and diſtreſſed. As for the three 
ended princes, whoſe vntimely deaths haue 
brought thee to ſuch exceſſiueand immoderate 
ſorow.and theſcother,with the particularitic of 
whoſe combats I haue promiſed to acquaint 
thee, 
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thee, they ſhall lcaue behind them ſuch and ſo 
noblca ſucceſhon, that rheir loſſe ſhalbe to the 
whole worlde reſtored. Bur eſpecially the great 
Sommons Engliſh Monarch, who among the reſt of his 
doth reweale royal iſſuc,ſhalleaue one ſo weve. Han a daughter, 
_ gh & ſo highly of the heauens bleſſed, that beſides. 
— v3 , Ktheglorifying ofthe frozen poles,and the fi 
Deſtinies, EquinoCtials with the trophes of her inuincible 
wonderfully Ames, {uch ſhalbe the worldes wonder, and ad- 
among the reſt miration of hervertue, that the greateſt kin 
foretelling the princes, and eſtates of the worlde, ſhallthinke ir 
greameſſe of thegreateſt happineſle that may befall them, to 
Th Eli- beſhrowded vnder the faire ſpreading wings 
«ths glorie , 
of herImperious gouernment, ſome of them 
falling downe ather ſacred feere, and flying in- 
to her realme forrefuge, as to an vablemuthed 
Azyle and inuiolable fanRuarie. 
T he Lady But now to cntertcine thee no longer with 
Iſabell ſiſter circumſtances,know thatthe firſtwhichin theſe 
ro Henrie the iſtes is by Atropos fo fearcfully expected,is the 
4- of Caſtile, preatand mighty princes Dna Iſabella Queene 
and wifets 1nd enheritrix of Caſtile: Heram Tere longtime 
Aragon gran. Ouerpa fſe roſommon to the aduenture of this 
019 Big. paſlige,to whichas cuery morrallcreature is ſub- 
{harles rhe 1e&, foſhall ſhee not be diſobedient, bur pre- 
fifth, ſently comeinto the field armedand accompa- 
nicd as followeth. 


Shce ſhalbe mounted vppon a erfhmphall, 


chariot, 
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Chariot, accompanied with innumerable ver- ,, , ” 


rucs, contending berweene them ſelues, which 


ſhee ſhal come 


of them ſhoulde haue the chicfe poſſeſſion and 'ro combar 
prefidence within the royall harbour of her with death. 


thoughts. They ſhall atrende on cache fide of 
her Chariot, ſinging in her honour immorrall 
prayſes. Fayth and pure Zeale ſhalbe her Cha- 
riots guyde. Foure Horſes,cxceeding the ſnow 
in whiteneſle (therein denoting her puritie) 
ſhall draw the ſame, their names, Wiſedome, Reli- 
gion, Hope, and Charitie, all being bleſſings, 
and eſpeciall graces of the higheſt : her armour 
ſhalbe of Magnanimitie, her Helmet of good 
Counſayle, aſſiſting her in goucrament. The 
Sworde ſhe ſhalbe withall, ſhalbe of an 
— _ O | called Natural Pitie, 
which ſhe ſhall employ & putin vre agal 

Crueltie:Her $ ſhalbe a od —_— 
led with Zhead of hating Erroxr,all her workes 
and cogitations being thereunto inceſſantly 
bent and directed: her Shiclde of Honeſtie, and 
her Coat-armour of Aui#horitie, before which, 
vayne Pleaſure, and worldly Yanitie, neuer dare 
_ Vpon herarriuall, her King at armes, 
ed Gonernment, ſhall proclayme all the parti- 
cularitics of her eſtate, name, condition, and 
cauſe of comming . Preſently will weerileſle 
Accident come foorth, armed with a new and 
L 1. fryght- 


The reſolued Gentleman, 


fryghtfull Harneſſe of AmaJement, his Shiclde 
ard Ld therewith to bereaucthe defendant 
of all hope to eſcape, his Dart of Crnelie, his 
battle Axe of 1mposſibilitic, whoſe blow no 
ſoundneſle of health,nor vigorouſneſle of force 
ſhalbe able towithſtande: his Sworde ſhalbe of 
Pasſion, & his Dagger of Sorow. And thus furni- 
ſhed, ſhall he begin the combat, halfe dilmayed 
at the vertue,fame,and cſtare,of ſo greatan ene- 
mie, onely encouraged by the perlwaſton of 
Furie, that ſtill ncinink him forwarde, 

The gentle Princefle ſeeing him come, ſhall 
preſently diſmount off her Chariot, and with a 
well reſolued conſtancic attende him, oppoſing 

ainſt his fierceneſle her Spcare of good De- 

art. But incxorable Accident, no whit at- all 
thereof eſteeming, ſhall in ſuch ſort vexe and 
purſue this noble Ladie, that notwithſtanding 
all thedefence of her infinite vertues, hc ſhall in 
the ende depriuec her oflyfe, and the worlde of 
his chicfe ornament.So that heere ſhall be ſeene 
the ende of the mightie and puiſſant Queene, 
the very thought whereof forepoſſeſſeth my 
minde with griefe. Butſo firme and vnuanqui- 
ſhedſhall hervertue be,that it ſhall perpetually 
retayncher name and memoricin Win deſpite 
of Atropos that gAauc her death. Fame and Glorie 
ſhall geueher Sepulture: and though her _ 
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beby death vanquiſhed, yet with a farre more 
worthy conqueſt,ſhall her joyfull freed foule,b 
the grace-of Gods goodnelle, winne ct 

reſt in the heauens. 

At theendeof this wofull conflict,ſhall a no- 
ble and heroyicall aduenturer preſent himſelte 
in the lyſtes, by name great Philip, heyre to 
Auſtria & Burgwndie : to which by mariage with 
Donna lohanna daughter to Ferd;nade, and the 
late remembred 9. /ſabelle,he ſhall adioyne the 
riche and mightic kingdome of Spayne, Sicily, 
Arragon, and Naples. 

CAccident vnderſtanding the arriuall of this 
matchleſſe Prince,ſhall wr Ar mount vpon a 
freſh Courſer,called 0#trage, his Armour ſhalbe 
of cruell Chaxnce, of a hard and vnpenetrable 
temper, hammered and forged by Yxprtifulneſſe, 
againſt which no bountie or valour is able to 
preuayle. His Shiclde ſhalbeof Griefe, his Mace 
of Diſcomfort, his Sworde of Furie, and fins 
Lance of the greateſt Sorow that cuer might 
happen to the worlde : in this terrible furni- 
ture ſhall he come to encounter the feareleſle 
youthfull Defendant. 

The vertuous Aſtrian Princeſhal come roy- 
ally accompanied vnto this dolorous paſſage, 
though greatly out of ſeaſon, in the very flori- 
ſhing ſpring of his age and honour. And ure 
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m__ I muſt needes accompliſh the com- 
ement of Atropos my Ladic and Mitres, 
in —_— ſummoning vnto this feared pal- 
ſageall humane creatures, yet can I not diſpoſ- 
{eſe my thoughts of an infiniteneſſe of ſorowe, 
in that I muſt be conſtrained to bea meaneof fo 
ſoone ſhortening the life ofthis exellent Prince, 
depriuing his —_- and ſubicctes of ſuch a 
wreaſure,as they ſhallneuerbe able to recouer. 

Heſhall enter the liſtes armed onely with his 
owneexcellent giftes, which ouerthe world ſhal 
make himſo renowmed and glorious. But dif- 
dainefull Fortune, enuiyng the worldes happi- 
neſſc, ſhall take him away inthe ſweeteſt time of 
his life, ſhewing vs thereby a faire example of 
the vnſecure fickleneſſe,andinſtabiltic,of 
all vaine worldly proſperitic. 

His horſe ſhalbe Frankeneſſe, his corſlet Sowe. 
raine bountie, his Lance True fortitude, his hel. 
met Afabilitie, his ſworde Mercy, yet tempered 
in meete proporus of 1uſtice, his et of High 


-cogitation, ſubſtancially by Reaſon _ &per- 
Be 


fected. His heralde at armes, cald Beloved of all, 
ſhall withloud proclamation bidde giue place 
vnto this notable prince, whoſe like tor loucli- 
neſle was neuer inthe worlde, no not Titus Ye. 
paſian, though he were called the Delices of man. 
kinde. Fierce ſhalbe the firſt encountre of theſe 
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two puiſſant warriors. But Accident fearing the 
daunger of _— conſidering the vadaunted 
valour of his aduerfarie, employ cuen at 
one inſtant the very vitermoſt of his torce,and 
therewith ſhal ſo mortally wound him, with the 
feruent blow of a Continuall burning feuer, that 
notable to reſiſt ſo great aviolence,this incom- 
parable prince,ſhall yeeld the ſpoile of a glori- 
ous youth, to the crucltic of viorious Death, 
whoſe dayes did worthyly deſcrue to be with- 
out n , ſo ſhall the worlde with the ſhi- 
ning of his rare vertuesbe adorned. But merci- 
leſſe Atropos, therby toencreaſe theterror ofher 
name, ſhall cut a ſunder his threed, when it was 
nota quarter wouen, filling the world withſuch 
a ſorow, as it neuer beforc had taſted. 

Butnow Accident, toiled with the greatneſſe 
oftheſe his former conqueſtes, ſhal quit for this 
timethe place, andordeine Debilztie in his ſteed 
to manteine the field, telling him ofa mightie 
arriving King, with whom he muſt encounter, 
willing him by any meanesto looke wel to him- 
ſelfe, and to the ſureneſle of his armour, in re- 
ſpe&that the enemic, with whom he ſhall haue 
to do, ſhalbe ſecond to none of the worlde in 
gloric of warre & peace. With theſe admoniſh- 
ments ſhal Debilitie preſently come forth,moun- 
ted ona horſe, named Helpleſſe, giuing thereby 
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Aragon, Na- 


_ 4d >= 2nd glorious vidorics, obſcuring & darkening 
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to vnderſtand, thatall hope of ſuccour is vaine: 
his armourſhalbe of Griefe,and his mace,which 
viually he accuſtometh to beare, of langui- 
ſhing Weakeneſſe, wherewith he hath ſubdued 
many millions of people: his Lance ſhalbe con- 
tinuall 1/L-reſt, his Sworde of paynetull Diſeaſe, 
his Target obſcurely mentladodk ſundry in- 
firmitics andgrecuous paynes,and many other 
ſorowfull ſignes of increaling Sickneſſe and de- 
caying hcalth:his Coat-armour ſhalbe all ouer 
embrodered with Crownes of Kings that he hath 
ſlayne, aslikewyſe he ſhall do to him that now 
commeth. Dreadleſſe of torce or pollicic he 
ſhall ſtande brauing at the cntric of the paſlage, 
when ſtraight ſhall appearc great Ferdinande 
the king Catholique of Spazne: with whom 
ſhall come a thouſande memories of his great 


thoſe that in ancient hiſtories were before ac- 
counted famous . His Horſe ſhalbe great YVa- 
lour, his Vamplate Felicrtze, eyther of both be- 
ing able to keepe Adverſiticat the bay: his Lance 
ſhalbe of great Gonernment, firme and conſtant 
in cuery changecither of time or occaſion: his 
helmet of Dſcretion, making the effects of all 
his actions proſperous : his ſword Magnani- 
mous conqueſt, winning him throughout the 
world both fearc and honor : his ſhicld of great 


Power, 
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Power ſuch as fortune with all her exorbitant cx- 
ceſſeſhall not be able to diminiſh:his Coat-ar- 
mour of Proſperons enent,and his K. at armes,1- 
wincible,who ſhall vppon his cntrie within the 
liſtes,proclaime his titles kingdomes,cſtate,and 
name,cnnobled with ſo many triumphes & vic- 
tories. But at the very firſt mecting, Debilitie 
ſhall with his Lance giue him ſuch an encoun- 
ter of 1{-reit, that the K. ſhall preſently findean 
alteration in his health and quier; _— aduan- 
e Debilitie perceyuing, ſhall ſo double vpon 
hn fierſe _ of —_-— ſickneſſe od 
wiſhing feintneſſe, that in fine, notwithſtandi 
is moſt conſtant, godly,and vertuous reſolutt- 
onin that diſmall combart,he ſhalbe depriuedof 
lite, and his enemic honoured with the victory 
of one thatneuerin this world before was van- 
quiſhed. But Fame ſhall wayte vpon his fune- 
ralls,and with his golden Trumpet blow about 
the worlde his /nnumerable vidtories and vertues. 
Debilitie ſwelling inthe pride of ſo great anat- 
chiued conqueſt,lifting vphis ſight,ſhal preſent- 
ly clpican other oo prince, roally accom- 


nicd, dircfting his ſteppes towardes this pal- 1guumiker 
_ of Terror, by name Maximilian of Auſtria, of Auſtria 
Emperour of the Occident, who ſhall come Emperour of 
with a ſecure countenance, and princely refol- the Romanes. 


ued geſture to the fielde,mounted and Ce” 
c 
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theother forenamed princes, with infiniteguifts 
ofhis owne naturall yertues, honoured beſides 
with many warlike Enſignes and Standardes, 
taken from the pow Venecians, fierce Bo. 
hemians, and warlike Frenchmen. But pitileſle 
Debilitie,armed with rageful Cyaeltie,ſhall ſoone 
with adiſpitcous blow of remedileſle Sickneſſ, 
dimme the worldes Yet, taking away this 
honorablePrince,wholezeale,juſtice,and mag- 
nanimitic, made him inferiour to none of the 
paſſed Emperours in greatneſle of true glorie, 
Neuer in an ue of time to be razed our 
of the fees memorie. 

The funeralles of this = Emperour (who 
while he lyued,as he did furmount al the reſt of 
the worlde in degree, ſo did he equall the beſt 
in vertue) ſhalbe no ſooner ſolemnized, when 
of a'ſodayne the ayre ſhalbe broken with ſo ter- 
ribleand martiall a noyſc of Drummes, Trum- 

etts,and Fifes,that the whole foreſt of Atropos 

all ſceme therewith to tremble and ſhake,and 
Debil:tie that ſtandeth glorifiyng him ſelfe in the 
fortunate cuents of theſe his late conflices, 
ſhalbe o__ aſtoniſhed with a colde and 
chylliſh feare, forecaſting I know not what en- 
ſuing dangers in his minde. But when the he- 
roicall warres muſique ſhall approch neare,, 


and the wauing Stremers of banerolles appeare 
glit- 
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glittering aloft richly _ and embrodered 
with Lions and Flourdelices of golde, then ſhal 
he firſt begin to be ſo. fully poſleſied with an 
vnacquainted amazement and teare, that pre- 
ſently quitting the place, he ſhal with haſte re- 

payre vntothe Pauilion of Atropos, laying before 
her, with a wylde and affrightced geſture, the 
= danger of herlſelfe and her eltarc, yf pre- 

ently ſhe did nottake better order for the reſt- 

ſtance of this puiſlant arriuing enemie. As for 

me,ſhal he ſay,l am notable to beare the ſtroke 

of ſo vnreſiſtable a force : for how can I alone 
but feare him, whom ſo many mightic _ 

vnited, and the moſt warlike nations of the 
worlde, did fo dreadfully redoubt. This is he of 
whomthe Deſtenies haueſo often tolde you, that 

with ſuchan ouergrcatneſſc ſhould commaund 

the worlde. 

Great Maximilian Emperour of the Romane 
Monarchie ſhoulde ſcrue him in his warres,and 
to dohim both honour and homage, ſhoulde 
with the EnglyſhRoſe, adorne his Imperial di- 
ademe. 

James,the moſt puiſſant & valourous King of 
warlike Scotlande,thould withtheouerthrow of 
his royal aſſembled Armie, the eo of his 
innumerable Subiectes,the death of his 


Peeres, the loſle ofal his honorable Enſcignes, | 
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Artillaric, and Munitions, and finally, with his 
owne liucs lofle,ycelding him at Floddor a moſt 
tamous and memorable victoric,ſatishc his roy- 
all indignation,ſo iuſtly conccyucd, at the dil- 
loyaltic of ſo nearcabcloucd kin{man & trecnd. 

The inuading French,ſhould with the feareful 
noyle of his onely approching namc, drowne 
them clues in the Sourherne Scas, 

Great Frawuncis, whom French hyſtoriogra- 
phers, and not vnworthely, ſhoulde cal their 
Achilles,ſhould fo feare the tortune of this inuin- 
cible Prince,that he ſhoulde ſuffer himto range 
with his Armie ouer his Countrey vafought 
withal,to put ſundry offis Townesto the lacke, 
and laſtly to returne viRtorioully vncontrolled. 

Charles the fifth (then whom ſince Charlie. 
mayne there ncuer lyuced a more worthy and 
heroycallEmperour) though highly offended 
with him forhis Auntcs diuorſment,yetſhould 
beſo farre from daring to reuenge it, notwith- 
ſtanding thegreatnefſle of his Empire and many 
Kingdomes,that he ſhouldeat length _— 
defire his freendſhyp, yea and ſuc for it wit 
mighty preſents, and great —_ to ſuch 

rcat Lordes as ſhoulde in thoſe dayes beare 
a about him. 

Charles of Burbon ſhould receyue his wages, 
by whoſe meancs the French King _—_— be 

taken 
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taken at Pawia, and afterwardes agayne by the 
meanes and vnſpeakable liberalnic of this rc- 
doubtcd Monarch,mooued with a royall com- 
paſſion ſhould be ſerar libertic, and reſtored to 
his regall Crowne and dignitic. 

Pope Clement, bcing priloner to the Imperial- 
liſtes (though aftcrwardes vnthanktully requi- 
ting ſo greata benefhite)ſhould be by his meanes 
(ct at libertic,and once againe enthronizcd, 

But what ſhoulde I ſtande repcating theſe 
things vnto you, which you your ſelfe fo well 
remember were long agon by the Deſtinics in 
maner of prophecie to you vnfolded; you ſce 
your ſelfe what he hath accomplyfhed : what 
now remayneth for him, hauing by admirable 
Verrucs, and inuincible Armes, drawen the 
worldes louc vnto him, but aſpiring to immor- 
ralitic to conquer death, and to make him ſclfe 
Lorde of this Foreſt. As for my ſclte, I know 
mine owne power, and finde the ſame farre too 
weake torchiſt ſo great a puiſſance. Therefore 
I pray you,yf you be not vtterly carcleſſe of my 
latetic, and your owne ſcruice, let Accident be 
commaunded to ioyne with mee, and withall, 
the vttermoſt of your other forces to be aflem- 
bled to ſuccour vs,itneede require. 
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Atropos hereupon ſhall call for Accident, en- 
charging him to asſiſt Debilztie, comforting 
them both with this aſſurance, thatthough this 
were the greateſt and moſt redoubted enemie 
that cuer they encountred, yet they ſhoulde not 
feare:for,being morall,the high neuer-faylyng 
decree of Heaucn,had ordeyned him todeath: 
neuertheleſle ſhe ſhall aduiſe them to arme them 
ſclues with all posfible Heedefulneſſe, and to be 
circumſpect intheirmaner of fight. 

Heerewith being ſomwhat encouraged, 
they ſhall arme them ſclues at all peeces with 
the ſurcſt tempered armours, and the ſharpeſt 
deadly weapons,that the ſtorchoule or armorie 
of Atropos can yeelde them, and fo march into 
the liſtes, thoughterrified in themſclucs, yer ter- 
rible to al the world els,faue onely to the dread- 
leſſe Prince that ſhall encounter them. 

And now,cuen like the roring Occanagainſt 
atempeſt, ſo ſhall the cloud-breaking noyſc of 
his warrlike inſtruments approch with an vn- 
ſpeakable terror, when nw Jlike the Sunne 
out ofacloude, ſo gloriouſly from our the lo- 
uing preſleof hisenuironing ſubicctes, ſhall ap- 
pcare the excellent hcire ofthe two long diut- 
ded houſes Lancaſter and Yorke, great Henry the 
cyght of England, with an vamooucd Maicſtie, 
and ſurereſolued looke,though he ſee all _ 
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forces bent vnto his ruine. 

His Courſer ſhalbe inuincible Courage, ſure 
footed, and ncucr once ſtumbling in this dan- 
gerous carrcere,but bearing him ſmoothly tho- 
rough, without cuer ſtarting, fearing,or blemi- 
ſhing,at the furious encoſiter of his forcible enc- 
mic. His Corflet ſhalbe of Fortitude,gorgioully 
gliſtring inthe pure brigheneſle of true Nobilrie, 
as being of excellent proote againſt al outward 
violence, ſo of fingulervertue in defending his 
royall minde from all choughts of diſhonour. 
His Lance, well iudging Foreſight, ſurely faſte- 
ned to his reſt of great Experzence, neuer there- 
with vnskilfully failing or vnknightly breaking 
a croſle, but witha faireencounter, fl ſtriking 
the honorable marke, whereunto it is by his 
worthy minde directed. His Sworde of cleere 
vnſported Inftice, firmely hilted in Wiſdowe, and 
cnſheathed in a faire Cabbard of Mercie, out 
of which heſhall neuer drawe it, but when he 
ſhalbe by forcibleneceſſitie therto conſtreined: 
His Targetof Trwf# onely in God, vpon which 
he ſhal beare the blowes ofall carthly violence: 
His ficrie creſted Headpeece of high Cogrtation, 
lyned with profperous Effect, and adorned with 
a fayre beautiful penache of immortal Fame: 
His Coat-armour of ſuch and ſo great Renowne, 
as ncuer more coulde happen to any moral 
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creature: His Heralde at armes ſhalbe vnſpcak- 
able Liberatitie, which ſhal ſer ſucha grace vpon 
his other vertues, and that in ſo loudea voycc, 
thatall the worldeſhal hearc him. Thus hono- 
red,thus armed, thus adorned, thal this great 
King enter within the compaſle of the fatal 
lyſtes, Yertue leading him, and Glorie folowing 
him. The eyes and hartes of al the worlde bc- 
ing fixed,andartentiuely bent,vpon the {cquel 
of this admirable combar. 

In finc,the Heraldes hauing commaundcd (i- 
lence, & the Trumpets ſounded the cruel notes 
of warrte, Accident not daring approche the rayes 
of ſo great a brightneſle, ſhal begin the fighra 
farre off, thinking to terrific him with forayne 
Leaznes and Inwaſions: But the King betaking 
him ſelfe to his truſtic forc-remembred Lance, 
ſhal witha thundring carrere,ſo repreſicthe vio- 
lencetherof, that the blow in ſteede of harming 
him, ſhal ere&t new Trophees to his honour. 
Then ſhal he throw at the fearcleſſe Prince his 
dartes of Treaſon and ſecret Conſpiracies : but he 
vnſheathing his excellent Sworde, ſhall turne 
the dangerthereof aide, and make fruſtrate the 
forcethercof, ſo that the ſmart and peryll ſhall 
rcturne to his enemies. 

But then twiſe wounded Accident cnraged, 
and betweene feare and furie deſperate, "all 
ltrike 
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ſtrike the triumphant King ſo cruela blow with 
his Sworde of Diſ[emperature, that _ ſtyll 
remayning in conrage inuincible, yet thall he 
in his hcalth and ſtrength,finde him telfe greatly 
impayred : Neuerthelefle, drawing the weake- 
nefſe ot his body vp to the worthyneſle of his 
mynde, he thall enforce him ſelte (tyll ro main- 
reyne the fight, tylltraytor Debilutre,merciletle 
like a preuayling cowarde, ſhall while the King 
contendeth with Accident, powre downe vpon 
him with all his violence ſo vnrcliucable a blow 
of remedileſſe Sickneſſe, that the neuer-betore 
yeelding Prince, ſhall now,ſceing ſuch hekno- 
weth to be the diuine pleaſure(with aquiet, yer 
magnanimous reſolution, couecring him fſelte 
with his Target)enrich the carth with the noble 
burden of bus fallyng body, and the heauens 
with his freed rela empoueriſhing onely the 
worlde; whoſe griefe for his loſſeſhalbe ſuch,as 
though,the greateſt pyller thereof being gone, 
it coulde not but atrende a ſpeedic enluing 
downefal and ruine. 

But herewith as Sommons woulde hauc pro- 
cceded in his wofull hyſtorie,I teeling my very 
ſoule oucrburdened with an inſupportable 
greatneſle of ſorow, entreated him to ſpare my 
alredic enough miſcrable cares, and norroaf- 
flict them with hearing of turther tragedics,but 


yt 


42. 


King Eaward 


the. 6. 


Queene HMa- 


re. 


The reſolued Gentleman. 


yt euerhe would do me pleaſure, then to ſhor- 
ren the time ofmy prolonged combat. 

For alas, what thouldeI, miſcrable wretch 
thatI am, deſire tolyuc, or whercin ſhould life 
be ſweete vnto me, ſecing the glorious lights of 
the worlde ſo ſoone extinguiſhed:no vertue,no 
wyledome, noloue, nohonour, no beautic, no 
conqueſt, no nobilitic, no goodlineſle, no {cep- 
ter, no force, no prayer, being able to ſtay the 
ſtryking hand of vamercifull vz ar. 

Whercunto Sommons replying,I had thought 
fayd he,to hauc reucaled vnto you two future 
Combats more, of two great and Princely ad- 
uenturers : The one,of the moſt valourous and 
towardly young Prince of the worlde, eldeſt 
ſonneand ſucceſſor to this great Enelyſh King: 
The beames of whole fayre riſing Sunne, ſhall 
no ſooner begin to ghmmer in our Orizon,but 
they ſhall warme the whole worlde with his 
louc. The other of his cldeſt daughter, lykewiſc 
ſucceding him in the royall Diademe, who 
wereby Accident both ſoone depriued of their 
lyues, and diſpoſſeſſed of their thrones. But 
ccing thee alredie ſo apprehenſiue of forow, 
andatflicted with ſuch cxtremitic of paſſion, I 


will torbeare to perplex thy cares with any 
farther griefe : yet woulde not I haue thee to 
the 


Al- 
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Almightie in his ſecrete judgement ſhallthinke 
good to depriue the worlde of theſe moſt ex- 
cellent Princes : yet ſhal he not leaue it altogea- 
ther deſconſolate and abandoned : For he thal 
bleſſe the periſhed Princes with ſucceſſors of 
ſuch worthineſle,that lyke true heyres,as wel of 
the Vertues,as Crownes of their predeceſſours, 
they ſhal afreſh brighten the worldes obſcured 
face,and with the goodly ſhyning of their wel 
deſerued glorie, returne the eſtate thereof into 
the former blisfulneſſe, But aboue all the reſt, 
ſo ſhall he ennoble the memorie of the late 
Englyſh Monarch, with ſo excellent and glori- 
ousa Davcuret x,that in heralone ſhalbeſeene 
vnited all the ſeuerally diſperſed Vertues that 
made fo glorious the ftorenamed Princes, in ſo 
much that all the worlde with one agreein 
conſent, ſhal proclayme her to be the moſt ” , 
mirable Princeſle that cuerlyued. And, which 
1s athing not of the lighteſt conſideration, bur 
chaunce one of the greateſt wonders that 
cuerany age hath ſeene, In her onely ſhal not 
Fortune contende with Vertue,bur,contrarie to 
her nature, lyke a ſubmiſſe and willing Hand- 
mayde, attende ypon her noble defires, con- 
ſtantly effefting them, yea, ſometimes in things 
moſt rare and marueylous. Likewiſe,there ſhal- 
be ſo ſweete a conſent, &fo fit aproportion be- 
N 1. rweene 


43. 


The prophe fie 
of the Deſte- 
mes cacerruog 
Elizabeth the 
Queene of 
England. 


The reſolued Gentleman, 


tweene the great richeſle ofher minde, and the 
fayre ornaments of her body; that as the one 
ſhal atteine to the height and perfection of for- 
titude, wiſedome, temperance, iuſtice, and all 
other diuine vertues wherewith a royall minde 
ſhould be garniſhed,ſo ſhall the other in goodly 
lyncamentcs,and beautifull features,ſo without 
all degree of compariſon ſurmount the reſt of 
her ſex,that the worldes eye ſhal neuer more be- 
holde a fiveeter and more louely obictt, as be- 
ing in deede Delitie humani Generis, ingular in 
her (elfe,and excellent beyonde al compariſon, 

And to make vp the full poynet of her happt- 
neſſe, as ſhe ſhal both in rules of gouernment, 
and vertuc of gouerning, ſerueto all Chriſtian 
Princes as an excellent Paterne and example, 
preſcruing her Subic&tcs in a quiet eſtate, full of 
repolſefull bleſſedneſſe, when round about her, 
ſome through the tyranous exactions of their 
Prince,and ſome through the vnskiltul gouern- 
ment of their Prince,and ſomethrough his neg- 
ligent and contemptible looſeneſle, ſhall mur- 
ther them (clues with mutuall woundes, and be 
torne within them ſelues to peeces: As ſhe, [ 
ſay,ſhall by her princely carc,and prudent fore- 
ſight,maynteine her Subicctes in this calme {c- 
curitie of vntroubled peace; ſo ſhal they againe, 
with ſo quict and vamurmuring a courle of 
fayth- 
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iectes,and they,yf cucr any Subicctes, bleſſed in 
their Prince, | 
But which is ſtrangeſt, comming tothe royal 

Diademe, in the fayre youthfull fpring of her 
virgins yeeres, ſhe ſhall finde the eſtate of her 
Realmediuidedin faction,differing inreligion, 
and through the troubles of the late preceedin 
gouernement, exccedingly dilcontented : 
which incoueniences,being by the vnfortunate 
ſucceſle of the former goucrnment (wherein 
the Sworde was more employed then the Scep- 
ter) ſtyrred vp, and in apparance tending to 
ſome fearcful and dangerous ifſue, ſhe ſhal with 
the ſwecte breathing gale of her wellrempered 
Mildneſſe,lo pacific, alay,and vrerly extinguiſh, 
that ſhe ſhalreduce her Subictes trom thedee- 
peſt _— of conſtreyned feare, to the high- 
eſt pytch of faythful louc, and ductiful obedi- 
ence, that cuer Prince was honored withal, 

; Neither ſhall her invincible armes in iuſtly 
vndertaken Warres abrode, be leſſe glorious 
ynto her, then this her admirable Peace and 
iuſtice in ciuill gouernmentat home. Neyther 
ſhall the moſt warlike nations of Europe onely, 
as Spayne, Portugal, France, S$ cotlande, and 1re- 


lande, but cucn the remoteſt regions, and con- 
N 2, ccaled 


44- 


faythful obedience, loue and honour her, that ,,,... »,.... 
ſheif cuer any Prince, ſhalbebleſled in herSub- ,,,ze b4 ſed in 
ber ſubictts. 
Neuer ſub- 
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ccaled partes of citherTropique,the frozen Poles, 
and the middle burning = be conſtreyned 
to bow vntothe victorious Engle Enſcignes: 
nothing being more rife in the mouthes of 
men, yea as well of the fartheſt Indians, and fa- 
uage people, as of the proude neighbouring na- 
tions,then the name of great Er1 zas «TH, writ- 
ten in the blood of thoſe that reſiſt, and the 
pardoned lyues of thoſe that yeelde, of all vito- 
ries the fayrelt regiſter, and beſt enduring mo- 
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To recount vnto you theſeuerall egregious 
victories that ſhee ſhall giue, both by ſea and 
land, tothemoſt fierce and warlike nations that 
thenſhall poſseſſe the world, were fitter for the 

relation ofa Chronicle, then this my ſhort 
diſcourſe : But this I aſſure you, they ſhalbe 
ſuch,as Iknow not whether any antiquitic can 
bring forth the like. 

In fine,her Kingdome ſhalbe the ſecure Hau& 
of Afidted Princes, her Purſe the royall main- 
tenance of Diſtresſed Kings, and her powerfull 
Armes,the yoking bridle of Ambitions Tirants. 

As for the Princely magnificence of her 
Court, hcr well expreſled 1udgement in the 
cle&tion of graue and honorable Counſeylorsher 
well employed rewardcs on thoſe that ſhalbe 
Vertuoxs and of mcrite, her bountifull liberalitie, 
and 
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and gratious entertcinment of Strangers, her 
learning, languages, and skilfulneſle in gel 
knowledge of ſuch artes and ſecrets as to 
eſtate are titting,ſo vnable is my feeble ſpeeche 
to aſpirevnto the heigth of their worthyneſle, 
that torbearing to ſpeake of things ſo farre aboue 
my reach, I know no berter way then to couer 
them vnder the vaile of ſilence, leauing the 
large campe of herprayſes,to the excellent wri- 
ters of that age wherein ſhee ſhall looriſh, her 
rareneſſe being ſuch, that ſhe ſhall with the 
highneſle of her vertue, drawevp ( as the heate 
of the Sunne doth vapours from the earth) the 
excellent wittes of her time to ſo _ a pitch, 
that the following ages among millions of o- 
ther noble workes pennedin her praiſe, ſhall as 
much admire the writer, but farre more the ſub. 
je of the fairie Queene, as cuer former ages 
did Homer and his Achilles, or Vireill nat 
e£neas,{uch worthy, rare,and excellent matter, 
ſhall her marchleſſe and incomparable vertue 
yeelde them to ennoble their pennes, & to im- 
mortalize theirfames. 

As for me, hauing now made you acquain- 
ted with the former Combars, of which I made 
you promiſe,though I haue in their recital per- 
chaunce ſcemed ſomewhat prolixe, yet yt you 
wil con(tder the perticularitie of the mentioned 

N 3. Princes, 


45. 


The reſolued Gentlem an. 


Princes, I feare you ſhall rather haue occaſion 
to blame my breuitic. Hauing now,as I ſay, ia- 
tified your defire, and that truely withourabu- 
f10n or deccipt,I wil now rake my leaue of you, 
becauſe Atroposſtandeth in needeof my ſeruice, 
As for your Combat, neuer trouble your ſelfe 
with vrging it farther,for F wil; doubt you not, 
ſormmon you thereunto in time, and therefore 
E would wiſh you cuen now to make yourſelfe 
redie, ſeeing the houre thereof cannot bebutatr 
hande. At the cnde of theſe ſpeeches, he tooke 
his Icauc of mee,and dejanedicecing mee ina 
ſtrange conful16,berweeneſorow of that which 
was paſt, & wonder of that which was to come, 
my onely comfort being to thinke of that for- 
tunate and golden age,wherein the branches of 
theſe decealsed Princes fhal liue, eſpecially that 
excellent & matchleſſe Empreſle of the Ocean. 

Herewith Memorre,thathad all this while at- 
tentiucly liſtened vnto theſe paſſed tragicall 
diſcourles, ſeeing me ftill perſeuer in my pen- 
ſence, vied her beſt endeuours to comfort 
me,and requeſted me,ſecing I had ſuch prolon- 
gation and reſpite of time graunted me, to re> 
rurne,and ro take my lodging with her,whyther 
ſhewould cauſethe + an os V nderſtandine 
to be ſent for, of whom I might take good and 
firme counſayle againſt the doubttu —_— 
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this dangerous Combat, which now of necesſt- 
tic was ſhortly to betide me. I willingly accep- 
ted her gentle offered enterteinement, and tur- 
ning my Horſe,was contentedto folow her. 
By the way, ſhe perceiuing my minde to 
be oucr-preſſed with hcauic and melancholy 
thoughtes, endeuoured to remooue me from 
thoſe ſorowfull apprehenfions, by ny 
vnto me many paſled pleaſing Hiſtories and at- 
legorics,moralizing themall vato my good and 
comfort : Sothat, paſſing on the way without 
tediouſneſle, 'we:,were foone arriuzd at her 
manſion : whither /nder(tanding the good Her- 
mite was ſent for; who redic, and ductifull at 
her commandement, was in my Chamber at 
any bedſide ſo ſooneas the dawrung of the next 
Wt 
I exceedingly reioyced at his coming, be- 
cauſe I knew him to be a counſayler voyde of 
al fraude,and ful of vertuous conſolation,granc 
in his 1udgement, and ſounde in his aJuile: 
God be thanked for his goodneſle,thatgaue me 
AP to haue his-acquaintance, and grace 
to bende my-minde to folow the direction of 
his counſayles. After many mutuall congratu- 
lations betweene 'vs, he began to inſtruct me 
with many leſſons, allteaching the way how to 
live anddie well: in which two onely poynts 
CON- 
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IWhereiz con- conſiſteth all the heightand excellence of wiſe- 
ſiſteh the dome. 
_— Firſt quoth he, whoſo cuer he be that is to 
” =. combareither within Liſt, Barricr,or Steccada, 
he ought wellto conſider as well the qualitic of 
his owne forces, as of thoſe of his enemic, and 
according thereunto- ro make his prouiſion of 
furniture and defence. 

For raſhly to enter vnprouided vnto ſo great 
an emapeills it couldenot be but to the body 
dangerous,ſo it woulde be to the ſoule doubt- 
full: of which,whoſocuer maketh a careleſle ac- 
compt,may well be tearmed 'miſcrable and vn- 


—_— 
dalthough that whoſoecuer is honorably 
chalenged to ſingle combat, may make choyce 
of his weapons, beſides certaine other priut- 
ledges thathe hath both of time and place : yer 
fuch is theneceſhitic and ſtreight limutted con- 
Death ofie dition of this your fight, and Atropos your ad- 
" uerſarie ſo full of diſhonorable aduantages, that 


ftrtheth with- 


out warning. he will not geue you ſomuchas warning when, 


or where he meaneth to aſlayle you, whether 
by wateror by land, whether in deſart or in 


| aynes, whether in your bed or yppon your 
<ons.Ty _ nx/>rud perchaunce cuen ſurpriſe you of {o 
the boure of a daine, when you ſhalbe prouided neither of 


mans death. weapon,nor defence able to auaile you. 
Con- 
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Conlidering therfore the neere approching ,,, ._ 
time of your comes and writhall the entrap- wn rm 7 
ping ſtratagems and cautclous wily aduanta- behouefiil as 
ges of your aduerfaric, I would withe you in to be alrayes 
time to make prouiſfion accordingly, and that * 4 redineſſe. 
withſuch warie and heedetull circumipetion, 
that no ſodainnefic be able to ouertake you; 
which if you will follow theſe my inſtructions, 

I doubt not, but you ſhall eatily performe with 
your endleflc honor and welfare. 

Firſt letal your Harneflebe tempered intrue What Arme: 
Repentance ſo faſtly beaten” with the «* fit ro en- 
hammer, that no deadly finne be able to teint ©9977 dearb 
chem,nor ougly vice haue power topicrce the, — 

Let your Vamplatrc be funncly ftccled with a 

firme relolued purpoſe to pericuer in Well.doo- 

ing, ſecking in all youra&ions, with a true reli- 

gious zeale theſcruice and gloric ofGod. Let 

your Vambraces be of Yert#ous Magnanimitie, 

in — to fraile worldly pleaſures: and 
our 


ns 
iue our 0 of your 
workes. Aboueall let your Headpeece be of 
Temperance, which though it be in theworlde a 
vertue rarely founde, and litle ſet by, yet it is a 
iewell moſt pretious, and will in this enterpriſe 
meny you in ſteede. Let your Cuiſles 
be 0 


paticnt Suffering , your Poldrones of 
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Good workes 
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Diligence, and your Greues of labour to do 
Well. Tn this maner armed, and all the peeces of 
your Armour combined togeather in Fayth, 
ſuch and ſo ſure wilbe your foundation, bea- 
ring the bleſſed figne of the ſacrament of Bap- 
tiſme in your forhead,that your ſpeede cannot 
be but good and glorious. But now ſeeing you 
wel prouided ofarmes defenfiue, I thinkeit not 
amiſle to prouide you likewiſe of ſuch as may 
hurt,offende,and terrifie your enemie. 
Ordinarily whoſocuer is chalenged, may 
chooſe to fight a foote or a horſcbacke, as he 
ſhalforhisaduantage finde fitteſt.But ſodiffrene 
is this your fight,fromthenature of other Com- 
uy or — by your ſelfe alone, 
andthat on foote: nei PF were otherwile, 
would I haue you truſt to your Horſc,or to any 
other helpe : But cuen that you do,doit of your 
ſelfe : I meane,in doing workes of Charitie, and 
beſtowing Almes for your ſoules health, while 
our ſelfe is liuing : for when you arc dead, 
{mall auaile will the good workes done by your 
heires yeelde you, neither, as the worlde goeth, 
will they begreatly carcfull of any ſuch pertor- 
mance. | 
Alwayes prouided, that for the ſecurer par 


lage to the place appoynted, you take Baptiſme, 
whom atyour birth you vowed ncuer to _ 
r 
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48. 


for your Padrine. He will yeeldeyouvaloure, Padrino in 


courage, and contentment,and to your enemiec 


terrour, ſadneſſe, and amazement, ſuch and fo 
preheminent is the force of this excellent Sacra- 
ment. Let your Caſting-dart be ſurely ſteeled 


ns 


wn that 


goeth with bis 
freende mto 


the feelde, or 


with a head of feruent Dexotion : your Speare jarh accom- 
Remembrance of his Death, that with his Blood pany him vn 


redeemed you : your Dagger with a ſharpe and 
wel pearcing point,of a pure, vigorous,and truc 
catholique Fazth:and your Targuer of vertuous 
Example,witneſſed by good Workes. 

And ſceing you want now nothing but a 
Sworde,let the lame be of 1»ftice, keene and wel 
edged, doing vnto others, as you woulde be 
done vnto your ſelfe. But eſpecially, and abouc 
all, looke as I faid,that theſe your Harnefle and 
Weapons, be without delay, yea, without the 
loſle of one moment,tem by trucand wel 
grounded Repentance, who for ſach a conflict, 
is of all others an armourer moſt excellene. 

- Standenot Inconweniences, nor be not 
pulled backe with World lets,nor terrified with 
Charges, but be diligent, and looke well about 
you : it is no matter of mine, it concerneth 
yourlſelfe; neitheris there any freende or kinf- 
man in the worlde, how 'deere ſocuer vnto 


you, that will, or may, fight this Combat for 
you. 


O2 Author 


to 4 iſt or 
torney , wth 
meanng to 


defende him 


A funk 


«I 
pp Godfa- 
ther. 
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AVTHOR. 
Good father, quothI, I hartely thanke you 


for theſe your ſo louing and zdous aduertil- 


ments, which haue alredy taken fo deepe an 
impresſion in my minde, that I hope, through 
Gods goodneflc, I ſhalbe able in ſome part to 
execute and performe them. 

Yet becauſe there muſt be a preparation;and 
meane while, betweene this & the time of my 
Combat, I pray you tell me howI ſhouldebe- 
hauc andexerciſe my felfe, tobe the berter able 
to withſtande the dreadfull approche of my 
Death-bringingenemie. Nay quoth he, whe- 
ther there ſhalbe any meane while, or time of 
pope giuen you, that onely knowerh the 

juine proutdence : For, you may chaunce to 
be ſommoned, euen while you are now ſpea- 
king. Therefore, I wiſh pon not to be —_ 
ute, or long in preparing, but to put your ſelfe 
preſently © redinelle Geing the __ that by 
delay you do putin hazarde, is no lefſe then 
the cternall weale,or woe of your ſoule : which 
is, cither to be glorified with blisfull and 
euer-during ioyes, or els to be condemned to 
the neuer-ccafing tormentes of hell 
fire. Woebevnrothem,thatmaking hereofbut 
aſkoffeand ieſt,do hazarde fo greatatteaſure as 
their ſoule, vpon ſo hard a iumpe, as to delay 

Prepa- 
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reparation in ſo important a matter, eſpecially 
he time and ſodainneſle thereof being fo vn- 
certaine. 


Yer if itſo fall out, that there be any ſpace of 


preparation or amendement (which the good- 
neſle of the heauens graunt you) I would haue 
youto ſpende the ſame in vertuous exerciſc and 
practiſe of your fore-deſcribed weapons. 
Adioyne vnto them the often vie of feruent 
Prayer, not onely with an outward wagging of 
your lippes, but alſo with an inwarde weepi 
of your hart. Riſe carely in the morning, 
the nights darkneſle at vnawares ouertake you. 
Stop,as neare as you can, your fiue ſenſual pow- 
ers, from hearing, ſecing, touching, taſting, or 
conſenting, to any Wickedneſſe, fraile ſentuali- 
tie, or blaſphemous impictic . Slumber not 
drowlſllic in Sinne, but watchfully ariſc by true 
Contrition,and vnfcigned Repentance. As your 
apperite,ſo let your tongue be temperatly vied. 
Beſides,forthe better __— of your body 
againſt the endurance of fight, I woulde haue 
you ſtill be wreſtling and skirmiſhi 
ſuch Champions as haue the chiefeſt for 
ſtrengthand power: ſuch are Pride, Enuie, Glut- 


tonie, Conetouſneſſe,Slowth, Anger, and Senſualztte: 


which doing and keeping your body cleane in 
breath, with the ſober Þ2 


of a vertuous and 
O 3, harme- 
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ſhould exerciſe 
himſafe afor 


he commeth 


to the combat. 
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harmeles Life, doubt not, but cheerefullygo on 
to the Combat; for by Gods grace, howſocuer 
iffareth with your bodily life, your better part 
ſhall triumph in glorious viRtorie, and in def- 
pite of raging Zucifer, and all his adherents, 
purchaſe eternall ſaluation. 

If there be any warde, or poynt of defence, 
that you doubt off, repaire vnto ſome godly 
Father &'reuerend Prieſt of Chriſt his Church, 
and he will ſufficiently aduiſe you: for ſuch are 
the Maiſters of Fence, whoſe counſayle in theſc 
caſes you muſt vie. 

AVTHOR. 

Good Father,quoth I,I finde great conſola- 
tion in your ſpeeches: but now you haue tolde 
me what maner of Armes I mult vic, and what 
exerciſe I ſhoulde entertcine my ſelfe withall 
till the time of my Combat, I pray you tell me 
yet alitle more, how I ſhall behaue my ſelfe 
when come to the paynetull poynt within the 
Liſt orBarrier. 

You hauenot made this demaunde, quoth 
he,withourt cauſeand reaſon: for indeede, 
fuch ſhalbe 1n that perilous conflit the trouble 
of your ſenſes,andterrour of your enemic,con- 
ſpiring all his wilineſſe and force to your ouer- 

w, that it wilbchard for you to retayne a. 


conſtant bchauiour, eſpecially ſeeing yourſelfe 
| Y fruſin- 
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fruſtrated of all worldly helpe. No oneof your 
rendreſt 2 _ ' excuſe you, nor 
helpe to fight on your fide,yea, perchance your 
h—_— children, and mowed freendes, ſhall 
not (at ſuch diſaduantage may you be taken)be 
preſent to be vnto you witneſles of combat, or 
meanes of comforr. 

Therefore, repoſing no truſt or confidence 
in any other helpe or aſſiſtance, flic onely vnto 
God witha faſt and feruent Fayth, _—_— 
his grace, through the precious death and blel- 
ſed merites of his onely Sonne our Sauiour : 
with the contemplatiue meditation of whole 
holy crofle andbitter paſſion, yf you do fortifie 
yourhart and ſenſes, be aſſured, that you ſhall 
therewith eaſily daune and confounde your 
enemic. Alwayes defire of God to geue you 
firme ſtableneſle in Fayth, whole aſſiſtance, be- 
ing ioyned with mine, I truſt that in- ſtrength 
we ſhalbe able rovpholde you. - - -' o*X 
But withall, for your greater” ſecuritic and 
repoſe, wouldehaue you takt:with youa reſt- 
ing ſeate of Satisfattion, welnch is, in- making 
Reſtitution, and doing Right tro whom o cuer 
you haue wronged, forgeeuing, and deſiring of 
all the worlde forgiueneſle. 

When you cometo take your Othe,ſweare 
that you receiued Bapriſme, by vertuc whereof 
you 
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youarea Chriſtian,in which Fayth youdeter- 
mine to hue and dic, and which quarell youdo 
moſt willingly offeryour preſcntbody to main- 
teyneagainſt your aduerſarie: who nor ſatisfied 
with hedefaluion of yourbody,will alſo with 
tempting, and frightfull ſuggeſtion, ſecke the 
deſtruction of your ſoule. 

Preſently will your aduerſarie come foorth, 
and {wecare, full of hopefull aſſurance, that you 
are the childe of Adam, and ſubictted vnto 
Death : Which ranſome,for the remedic of ori- 

inal ſinne,it pleaſed Chriſtthe ſonne of God, 
taking on him our humanitic, him ſelfe eo 
pay. Andasthe waric Champion,when he be- 
ginneth to fight, will, as ncarc as he can,take his 
aduantage of the Sunne:fo likewiſe be you cir- 
cumſpect,{o to ap within the Liſtes, that 
you be no way we to the gliſtering of the 
diuine goodneſle, 

The Iudge ofthis your Combar, ſhalbe the 
euerliuing Kighteouſneſſe; and therefore looke 
that you bevnto him fearefully 0bedtent, firmlic - 
and conſtantlie Beleeuine in him with a true 
Worſhip and adoration of his ſacred name: That 
ſhalbe vnto you a ſtrong Shielde of defence 
__m all whatſocuer inconuenienceand with 
uch a ſecuritie aty fecbleneſle is ſtrong and 


- forcible 


If 
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If you finde your ſelte ouertaken with any 
ſodainc faintneſle,contuſton, or amazement of 
your ſenſes, flic preſently to the bleſſed refuge 
of his infinite and endlefle Mercy, wherein aſſure 
mus, 2 ſhall inde all refreſhing content- 
ment, and quict conſolation of your vnreſttull 
ſenſcs : for who fo, in that palſage of Terror 
forgeteth not, but remembreth, with due honor 
— maker and redecmer, can ne- 
ucr be ouerthrowen or vanquiſhed : ſuch is his 
ownepromile,witnelled inthe holy —_—— 
which we muſt firmely and ſtedfaitty belceue : 
And withall note this, that the firtt ſteppe to 
true Life, is a godly Death. 

Be not raſhe in your fight, but moouc your- 
ſelfe with a wel aduifed and leifurcly Reſolution. 
See that youemploy well your blowes,& ſtrike 
notany ofthem vainelyat the winde : and then 
m—_ your breath chaunce to faile you, feare 
not:forif you obſcrue thele precepts of mine, I 
aſlure you the Glory ofthe day ſhalbe yours. 

Bur firſt, fora ſure ſafeconduct and protecti- 
on againſt all miſchicues, I would haueyou re- 
uerently to receyue the blefled Sacrament of 
Chriſt his ſupper, and ſo ſhall yoube aſſuredro 
conquer your enemic,at whol. ſightbenot ter- 
ried or amazed, but with a paticntmagnanimi- 
tic obcy your good Angell, whom God hath 
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appointed for your garde. 

i —_ —_ to ſay,but if you do be. 
lecue, & effeRually follow theſe my counſells, 
you ſhalbe eternally ſafe;ifnot, you will incurre 
the daunger of a double death both in bodie 
and ſoul. 

AVTHOR., 

Thus did the reucrend Hermite,with zealous 
inſtructions, teach me the way to cuerlaſting 
life, when yer in my minde did ariſe a new 
doubt and queſtion, which but for feare to 
haue bin accopted ouer-curious,I would haue 
entreated him to explane vnto me, which hee 

<cyuing, willed me not to be diſmayed, but 
idly and freely to vtter my conceipr. 
Whereuppon, I carneſtly entreated him to 
ecll me, ifthere werenotany certaine ſignes or 
tokens to forcknow the time that Atropos ſhould 
appoint for triall of this combat. Debilitie, ſayd 
he, will ſhortly ſend you warning hereof by hi 
meſſengers, and Accident likewile by his : But 
as I tolde you before, thereis in this no certen- 
tic, for they perchance will take you ſo ſhorr, 
and ſo ofa ſodaine, thatyouſhall haue no ley- 
ſureto put on your armour. The beſt therefore 
is to hauea watchfull cye, and to be cuer redy, 
The firſt Yant-currors, that commonly will 
bring youtidings hereof, wilbe yous eyes,when 
you 


neſſe, thenthe dayes decreaſing 


Youreares likewiſe when they muſt be fur- 
red and ſtopt with cotten, may ſcrue in ſteede 
ofan Alarum bell or Trumpet, to ſommon you 


to preſent your ſelte vnto the fielde. 


Your head alſo and your handes, like truſtie 
ſcruants,will by their feebleneſle andtrembling, 
glue you warnng of your approaching danger. 

Neither will your legs, once ſo well pro- 
portioned, and with ſuch delicate ſtreightneſſe 
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you muſt be fayne to ſupply their decayed 
light with Spectacles. For nothing more cui- 


dently foreſheweth the nights approching dark- 
d Jcemeſls 


ſupporting the ſtatcly burthen of your ſo much 
be 


oued body,be behind hereof togiue youad- 


uertiſement,when they muſt craue the aſſiſtance 
ofa ſtaffe ro pertorme their office, 
The decaying of theſe limmes, ſenſes, and 


members, is an aſſured token, 


Ou Cannot 


that 
long holdeout. Therefore,ſtill I aduiſe you,as 
neereas you can, to ſecke with your ſoule thoſe 
10ycs that will neuer faile nor corrupt;as for the 
body, the eade thereof is corruption, and the 


trueſt repoſe the gra 


ue. Beſides theſe rehearſed 


meſſengers,there arethouſands of grictes,ficke- 
neſſes, woundes, milchances, and infirmitics, 
that will ſerue for heralds to ſommonandcha- 


lenge youto this deadly point and forowful = 
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fageyou ſpcake of. 

Herewith the aged father ending his dif- 
courſe, tooke his leaue ofme, and departcd,lea- 
uing me,though greatly comforted with his en- 
couragements & inſtruQtions, yetſorowfull and 
heauie for his departure. 

But ſeeing there was no other remedic, ga- 
thcring together in my memory all theſe paſſed 
diſcourſcs,I aroſcand determined to write,truc- 
ly and fincerely,the es and aduentures of 
my lite, cuen as I had felt and paſſed them: and 
thereuppon I made this litle treatiſe, which I 
hope will finde gentle acceptance, (though the 
ſtile be barren ) cſpecially ofall thoſe that hows 
vertuous mindes, and are according to the title 
of this licle booke, true Reſolned Gentlemen. To 
them I offer it in charitable loue, hoping that 
the vertueof my honeſt meaning, ſhall ennoble 
thepooreneſle of my guift. 

Heauie thoughtes, and moſt juſtly concea- 
ued griefe, moued me firſt ro beginne it:now it 
is ended, [ beſceche thealmightic,that comfort, 

rofite, and contentment,may beride thoſe that 
ſhall reade it. I haue, and in my iudgement not 
without ſome reaſon, adorned it with the title 
of thetrue Reſolued Gentleman, whoſe aduentu- 
res I beſeech you well to note, that do vouch- 


lafe the reading heereof: for eucn ſuch n_ 
c 
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the courſe of yourcncountres, &ſuch the ende, 
as hceere,vnder the name of an other, you ſee re- 
preſented : For in fine, all worldly pompe, 
Beautie, magnificence, and what els ſocuer the 
world hath goodly or admirable, turneth ta 
rottenneſſe and corruption: and Death,enemie 
ro nature,cqualleth ſcepters with matrocks, and 
kings with : 

\ Gwen, wr IO ou accept this litle 
Treatiſe in good parte, if not for the worth 


thereof, yer for his ſake 
ui; taunt ha ſuffert. 
tho ſo much ſuffred. mrs 
this Poſte, 


La Marche. 


This Tretiſe was firſt written in French, 
by Sir Olyer de la Marche, in the yeere 
of our Lord. 1483. 
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eA briefe pxplanation of, ſome Hi- 54. 
ſtories but obſcurely touched by the Author 
in this Treatiſe, which 1 thought fitte to annex 

for the greater delight of thoſe that ſhall reade it, 
eſpecially Gentlewomen, and thoſe that are wvnac- 
quainted none hiſtoricall diſcourſes. There 
are ſome ſacred Hiſtories, which 1 do but brieflie 
touch, referring the Reader (for the better nder- 
ſtanding them) to the holy Bible, whence they are 
taken, imagining that they are, or at leaſt ought 
70 be, familiarly knowen to all. 


AIN_through enuic that the offering of /un.Geneſa, | 
his brother _Abe/ was more pleaſing and (hap4 
acceptable ynto God then thus, murdered 
him,and was the firſtthat embrewed his handes 
with humane blood. 
Sampſon being by Delilah entreated to tell Sempjon. 
him wherein the greatnes of his ſtrength con- {*42* 
liſted, diſcouered it vnto her, and was by her (49-16. 
betrayed vnto the Phil;tians, who tooke him 
and put out his eyes, brought him downe to 
Azzah, bound him with ferters, and made him 
to grinde in the priſon houſe, and when they ; | 
were merrie ina banket,they called him one day 
foorth in deriſfion, and fet him betweene rwo 
Pillars : which,graſping in his armes, he pulled 
downe,and together with the ſame the _— 
burying vader the ruincs thereof, himlelfe, 
an 
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an innumerable number of the Philiſtians. 
Hercules the famous Grecian, begotten by 1. 
iter vpon Alcumena wite of CAmphitrion,cx- 
treamely louing the beauritull virgin Detanra, 
daughter to Oenens King of Calidonia,comming 
to her fathers Court to demaunde her in mari- 
age, with the terrour of his preſence, cauſed 
ſundric youthtul Princes,that purſucd her louc, 
to deſiſt their ſuite : Onely K. Achelars, pretcr- 
ring his loucto thedclicious Princeſle betoreall 
dcath and danger whatlocuer,refuſcd to yeclde 
his clayme and intereſt to youthfull Hercnles, 
but after ſcornctull wordes, vpbrayding him 
of baſtardic,came to ioyne with him in Armes: 
but being wounded & ouerthrowen, was con- 
ſtreined to yeclde, and to leaue the young 
Iadie as arewarde to the victoric of Herenles: 
who,rauiſhed with extreamaneſic of 1o0y, retur- 
ning with his beloucd pray to his fathers Kjng- 
dotne, was retarded by the oucrflowing of the 
Riuer Ewenus : about the ſhoarcs of which,as he 
walked to ſee if he coulde finde any Foorde or 
ge, he met with Neſſus,a Centaure, who 
xaringtrom thegirdle vpwarde the ſhape of a 
Man,and thence downwarde of an Horſe, was 
exceedingly enflamed with the loue of Deians 
r4, and. with an humble diſſemblcd lyoke, offe:,, 
red, ſo Herowes couldy make: ſhift ro; {wimme, ! 


OT 
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or paſſe the riuer himſelfe, thathewould vppon 
his backe fafcly tranſport his Lady. Hercwes 
thankfully accepted his offer, commutrting vnto 
him his Larfully trembling Lady, and throw- 
ing off his quiuer andbowe to the farther ſide of 
the riuer, betooke himſelfe vnto the ſtreame; 
which hauing paſt, and taken vp againe his bow 
and arrowes, he heard his Lady in lamentable 
accent cry for helpe, with whom the trayterous 
Centaure ran away with all poſſible ſpeede : bur 
Hercules taking heedfully his leuell, purſued him 
in ſuch ſort withan Arrow, that he himin 
the chincof the backe a mortall wound, which 
Neſſus feeling, & in the inſtant of death medita- 
ting reu&ge,gauevnto Deancira the ſhirt which 
he ware, ined and infeted with his owne 
blood, which iſſued out of his body mingled 
with poyſon, becauſe thearrow with which he 
was wounded, had bin by Hercules dipped in 
the contagious blood of the ſerpent Hydra, 
which ſhirte,he tould her,that if ſhe ſhould at a- 
ny time ſend vnto her husband, when he ſhould 
be inloue with any other Lady, would reclame 
his louefromtheother toher alone. The Lady 
receiued it, and with ſecrecie many yeeres did 
keepe itasa iewell of rare and ſingular price. It 
happened after, that Hercules amid his great vic- 
tories, with fame of which he filled the world, 
Qr. chaunced 
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chaunced to beholde the admirable Jole, the fai- 
reſtand moſt goodly virgin that the world in 
that age affoorded: Herhe honored and loued, 
andatlength obteined. The greefe of which, ſo 
deeply wounded the gentle hart of Deianeira, 
that neuerpoore Lady liyved more abandoned 
ouer to ſorow. One day it chaunced, that her 
husbande, bcing to doe facrificeto Iwpiter vpon 
the mountaine Cerexs, ſent vato herhus faithtull 
and truſty ſeruant Licas for certaine rich and ſa- 
cred garments, that ofpurpoſe he kept to were 
at ſuch times as he did ſacrifice vnto the gods. 
TheinnocentLady ſcnthim thoſe ſuperſtitious 
ornaments which he required, and withall, be- 
thinking herſelfe of the dying Centazrs gift, 
ſent him by Licas the enuenomedſhirt,beleech- 
ing himforher ſake to weareit:which he had no 
ſooner put on, but thevenom ſo ragingly pear- 
ſed cuen to his very intrals,that thinking toteare 
it of,he pulled therewith away great gobbetrs of 
his owne _ : and fo furiouſly laying handes 
nguiltleſle Licas, and rearing him to pecccs, 

ion to his deare freend Philadhetes his 

bowe and fatallarrowes,he threw himſelfe into 

a fire, which he had made vpon the mountaine 

oeta,and there ſacrificed him ſelfe,which Deta- 

neira hearing, after many deteſtations, and ma- 

leditions of her ſelfe, concluded witha violent 

and 


Explanation. 
and deſperat death, her miſerable and hated 
life 


Inlins Ce(ar, hauing viRoriouſly broughtvn- 
der the yoke of the Romane empire Germanie, 
Fraunce, England,Scotland,and Spaine, and filled 
the whole circuit of the world with the greatnes 
of his renowne,demaunded by letters the Con- 
ſulſhip, ſuborning and brybing with money in 
that behalfe ſundry great perlonages in Kome: 
burſo formidable grew the report of his ambiti- 
ous greatnes tothe Romaine ſenate, that they ſent 
him worde, that if he would leaue his forces be- 
hinde,and come vnarmed and peaceable to the 
citie, they would graunt that or any other his 
lawful requeſt: but perticularly they commaun- 
ded him not topaſle the riuer of Rubicon with 
hisarmie,threatning him,if he ſhould otherwiſe 
do, toholde him as an enemie to his countrie: 
bur he ſcornefully diſdaining this commaunde- 
ment of theirs, and exceedingly enuying the 
greatneſle of Pompezs glory, who bare the great- 
eſt ſway and gouernment at Rome, the Ri- 
uer with his armie, and came ſtill copquering 
VP into 7taly : the terror of whoſe approche 
wroughtſuch aſtoniſhment in Rowe, that Pome. 

pie, with the greateſt part of the Senatours and 
nobilitic ledde, whom Ceſar, after hauing ta- 
ken poſſeſſion of Rome, purſued, and 0- 

Q2z. uerthrew 
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uerthrew at the battaile of Pharſalia, andthence 
paſſed conquering into Fgrpr, where he ſubdu- 
ed young Potolome the K. that roſe in armes a- 
=_ him: he placed faire Cleopatra in theroyall 

cate; with whom he liued a while in amorous 
delights, and had by her a ſonne called Ceſario, 
who was afterwardes murdered by 0d&auian: 
thence, hauing taken order with matters of the 
Orient, he returnedin triumph to Koxe, where 
he vied incredible liberalities tothe people, par- 
doning his greateſt enemies, and thoſe that 
been ſharpeſt in warre againſt him, yea, and 
ſome of them he honored with great dignities: 
as among others, Casſius and Brutus, who were 
both made Pretors. But ſo vaſure is the ſeat of 
honor, eſpecially being wrongfully viurped, 
thatno folowing vertue can promiſe ſecurineto 
him that therein fitteth : for, Ceſar inthe heigth 
of his glory, when he knew no enemieto feare, 
was of a ſodaine ouertaken by a ſecret a__ 
racie of his freendes, among which were allo 
Brutus and Casſius, the firſt of which heloued fo 
well, thathe had in his teſtament ordeined him 
to beone of his heires; in fine, he was by them 
inhumanely murdered in the ſenate houſe, di- 
rely vader a piller whereuppon ſtoode the 
ſtatucof Pompre: he had receyued many aduer- 


tiſements of this conſpiracic, but would ne be- 
ecue 
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leeue any, nor yet regarde the pitifull teares of 
his Wiſe Calphayri, who the wake before the 
murder, dreamed that he was ſlaine and mur- 
dered in her armes : and therfore with al hum- 
bleneſſe on her knees beſought him to ſtay at 
homethat day : which ifhe haddone, the con- 
ſpiracic had diſcoucred, and hee deliue- 
red ofdanger. To thoſe that had warned him 
hereof,he made anfwere,thathe hadrather once 

aduentureall, then ſtill to ſtande in feare,viing 

this Latine ſentence, Satins ef ſubire ſemel, quam 

ſemper canere, 

Whenhis bodie was,according to the Ro- 
maine rites,tobe burned, AM. Antonins made 
his funerall oration, which he mingled with fo 
many paſſionate and pitifull ſpeeches, and at 
the concluſion therof, with weeping eyes ſhew- 
ing his bloody ſhirt vnto the people, did ſo 
ſtirre their mindes to ſo higha degreeof com- 
miſeration,that fillingthe ayre with lamentable 
outcnes, they tooke the flaming brands, and 
ranne aboutthe towne, ſetting fire on the con- 
ſpirators houſes: who fearing the furie ofthe en- 
raged multitude, betodke themſelues to flight, 
but few ofthem, or none, eſcaped puniſhment 
by one violentdeath or other. 

Much more might bee ſaide of this worthie 
Prince, but his ſtory is fo common, that 1 feare 
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me this which is alredy done, willrather breede 
tediouſneſſe then delight. 

Antipater becing by Alexander the great left 
in Macedon with the Queene Olympiasin maner 
as vizroyand goucrnour of the kingdome, be- 
haued himſelfe with ſuch inſolence & ſeueritic, 
that ſundry c6plaints were brought to Alexan- 
der ofhim : of which Antipater hearing, ſent his 
ſonne Caſiander into «ir to make his excuſes, 
who vp0 his firſtarriual, ſeeing certaine Perſians 
proſtrating themſcluesat the feete of Alexander, 
& adoring him as a god,fel into an extreminie of 
laughter, being himſclfe nouriſhed in the ſtrict 
diſcipline of Greece, and vtterly vnacquainted 
with the Perſian ceremonic in honoring their 
_— at which Alexander (who now accomp- 
ted his country maner vnciuill and barbarous, 
and delighted exceedingly in the honors done 
him by the Perſians) was kindled with fo great a 
fury, that taking Caſsander in his armes, he did 
beate his head againſt the walles, rebuking him 
with many bitter & taunting checkes,8 did not 
admittheexcuſes which he alleaged in his fa- 
thers behalfe and withallgrew into agreatdifh- 
dence and diſlike both of Artipater and his two 
ſonnes Tolasand this Ceſander: which Antipater 
hearing, andtherefore mortally fearing the re- 


turne of Alexander. prepared a poylon of ſuch 
» Preparea a poy deadly 
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deadly violence, that it could not in any thing 


els be contcined then inthe hoofe of an Ale. 
At length Alexander after his innumerable 
victorics in Aſia and Indie, hauing vtterly oucr- 
throwen the Perſian Empire, vpon his returne, 
allured with the delicacics of Babylon, betooke 
himſelfe there to quafhng and banqueting, and 
toal maner of voluptuouſneſſe,geuing thereby 
oportunitie to Tolas, to preſent him with the 
deadly potion which his father had om 
which he hadno ſooner recciued, but that he 
felt him-ſclfe ſeazed ouer his whole body with 
an intollerable torment : yer ſuch was the con- 
ſtantgreatnes & vertuous courage of his minde, 
that he neuer ſo much as once complained or 
groned, but with an incredible courage, ſup- 
prefling the rage of his inward horrible panges, 
dicd,as he had alwayes liued, with a magnani- 
mitic,amazing the beholders in the verie pride 
of his youth. 

Y olas was afterwardes taken by 0lympias the 
mother of Alexander, and put to death by cx- 
quiſite tormentes. 

Young Paris, ſonne to Priamnus K. of Troy, 
being by his father ſent as Ambaſſadour to the 
Grecian Princes, about the reſtitution of his 
Ant Heſione, was by the way enterteined at the 


Court of Menelaus K. of, Sparta, where, fixing 
% his 


= 
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his eyes vpon the marucilous beautie of Helens 
the new maried Queene, grew fo farre ſurpri- 
fed with herloue, that forgetting the lawes of 
hoſpitalitie, alluring her aboorde his Shipp, he 
hoyled vp ſayles,and caried her thence to Troy- 
Which indignitic the Greekiſh Princes not en- 
during,ioyningthcir forces ther, and ma- 
king Agamemnon K. of Micene,brother to Mene- 
laws, their generall, ſayled towardes Troy,and 
among the reſt young Achilles, Prince of the 
Myrmidons and Epirots, who by the way ſurpri- 
zed the Townes of Tenedos, Lesbos, Chryſe, and 
Lyrneſſus,taking therein,among other Caprtiues, 
two young Maidens of excellent and {ingular 
beautie, the one called Briſeis, and the other 
Chriſcids, daughter to Chriſcis the Prieſt of 
Apollo : Her he deliuered to Agamemmon,reler- 
ning Briſcis tohim ſclfe. But preſently there en- 
ſued a great and miſcrable mortalitic in the 
Armie, which, as Calcas the Prophet aſſured 
them, ſhould neuer ceaſſe, till the ter of 
Apollos Prieſt ſhould be reſtored. To whichde- 
liuerie of fo faire and ſo beloued a pray, Aga- 
memnon would not By any meanes conſent, vn- 
les Achilles in her ſteede woulde yeelde Briſeis 
vp vnto him. But fo vnpaticntly did Achrlles 
brooke that vnprincely and diſcourteous de- 
maunde, that with his ſworde he woulde pre- 
ſcntly 
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ſently haue ſlaine Agamemmnon, had not he bin 
by the other Greeks(b Peeres reſtrained : who, 
what with ſweere perſwaſions,and other practi- 
ſes, atlength ſo much with him preuayled,thar, 
though cxtreamely againſt his will, they made 
him deliuer his faire and dearely beloued nw 
to the pleaſure of the Greek;ſh Emperour, But 
when the was once gon,then began her abſence 
toſtrike and wounde his. hart with ſo exceſſiue 
a ſorow,and deadly a diſcontentment, that full 
of ircfull melancholy, he retired him-{clte into 
his Tent, refuſing to come abrode to weare 
Armes as he was accuſtomed,though cuery day 
he ſaw fierce HedFor come murdering and cha- 
ſingthe Grecians, euen to their Tentes. Manie 
meanes were made by the Greekiſh Lordes, to 
remoue him from thus ſerled and obſtinate de- 
termination . Agamemnon offered to returne 
Briſcis vntouched, with the intereſt of man 
other rich preſentes, but nothing preuailed : ti 
one day, as Hettor came victoriouſly beating 
downe the Greekifb Quadrons, his deare freende 
Patroclus thinking with the diſſembled preſence 
of Achilles,to terrifie the T rotian troupes, armed 
him-ſelfe in the rich and gorgious ur of 
Achilles : but ſo cruell were his deſtinies, thatat 
his firſt entricinto the battayle,he was by Hetter 
encountred and flaine. Which crucll tidinges io 
R 1, 


Achilles. 


Explanation. 


_—_ —_— touched the cares of ſorowfull 
Achilles,but awaked with reuenge, forgetting all 
other paſſions, he called for his Armour, and 
like an enraged Lion, ruſhed into the thickeſt 
of the Trozans prefie : in which veric inſtant, the 
valiant Hedordiſteyned in blood, and bathi 
in ſwet,was with his immoderate toyle welni 
{weltred in his Armour, ſo that he withdrew 
him ſelfe out of the battayle, and by the Riuers 
ſide difarmed him fſelfe, to refreſh his ſpirites, 
and to take alitle ayre : which Achilles percey- 
uing,folowed him,andat vnawares,cruelly and 
diſhonorably ran him thorow with his Lance, 
and not yet therewith ſatisfied, cauſed his bod 
with thonges to be tied to a Horle tayle, and je 
0 ag to be thriſe trayned about the walles 
OT roy. 

Shorty after it fell out, that cither ſide being 
weeric with the dayly turmoyles of Warres, 
agreed vpon certaine dayes of truice,in which 
meane time, it might be lawfull for the Trozans 
ro-come into the Greekiſh Tents, and the Greekes 
likewiſe ro enter into Trey. Among the reſt, 
Achilles entring the Towne, chaunced one day 
to eſpic young Polixene, daughter to K.Priam - 
the jo he of whoſe admirable beautic, did ſo 
aſtoniſh him,thar laying all hoſtiJitic g—_—_ 
thence forwarde meditated on nothi 8 but 
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oy : which Priamas and _—— nn 
ofthe Viroi _ —_— 
hope,to denim - ight with the more 
ſecuritic entrap him, to whuch his often re- 
payre thither,drawen with the violence of loue, 
ycelded eafte occaſion: Sothat one day among 
the reſt, Paris ſtill watching his ſteppes, fluc 
him with an Arrow in the Temple of Apollo. 
In reuenge of which trecherous and vnnoble 
aQe,afterwardes when T roy was taken and raſcd, 
his ſonne young Pyrrhas fluc Priamms with his 
owne handes, and facrificed Polzxene vpon his 
fathers Tombe. 


Great P , after the vnfortunate battayle Pompey the 


of Pharſalis, wherein he was ouerthrowen by £*- 


Calar, (eei abandoned and loſt, fled out © 
co __ ory. our 427 


Lucan. 


Campe comfortlefle, and flenderly ac- 
—— diſguyſed with COn-: 
e to his fortune, went firlt to the Iſle of 
Lesbos, to ſee his faire and deare Cornelis : who, 
ſeeing her L. and Huſbande, that was'wontto 
be wayred on when he wentby Sea with. 500. 
Sayle, arriuing in a poore Barke, and that not 
his owne, altogeather ſorowfull and vahono- 
red,coulde not bridle the extremitic of her paſ- 
— IT WTI $7 mat 
this great aduerſitic of her noble Huſbande, p 
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his ynhappicmariage with her, did ſo intenerat 
rr: hart of Pompey, that requeſting her 
not toincreaſe his miſeries with her ſorow; he 
coulde not-refrayne his cycs from burſting out 
an a _ of wow teares. Bur ſceing the 
peedic purſuite of his preuayling enemiegaue 
him no [evfiie long dani he ckfncly 
departed thence, with his conſtant and moſt 
vertuous Cornelia, and bended his courle ro- 
wardes Egpt,no whit doubting bur that youn 
Prdlome the K.-woulde receyue him, with al 
cobnecous enterteynment and gentlenefle, in 
regarde of the intinite fauours which he had 
donevnto his father. Comming nearethe ſhore, 
he aduertiſed the —_— his approch,who was 
then in Peluſium with his Armue,making warres 
againſt his ſiſter Cleopatra. The king was young, 
andwholly goucrnedby one Pothinus,and T he- 
adptus a Rhccorician; who tolde him, that the 
receipt of Pompey coulde not but be dange- 
rous, and that there was notany go more ex» 
dientto winne the good grace of Ceſar,then 
y bereauing Pompey of lite. To which vila- 
nous and diſhonorable counſell, the yourhfull 
abuſed King yeelded his conſent, and Achillas 
andone Seprimius that had ſometime ſerued vn- 
der.Pompey inthe warres, were ſent to put in ex- 
ecutionthis diſhonorable and —— | 
v..f 64.91 ey 


Explanation; 
They came vnto the galley wherein-P 
lay at ancher, and pretending the coalt to be fall 
of flatsand fandes, and not to haue waterinough 
for his galley, they prayed him to come into 
their litle boat; to which Pompey agreed,though 
muchin his mindeamazed at this {lender and 
honorles enterteinment. Diſcending our ofthe 
galley, he rooke leaue of his louing Cornelia, 
with ſpeech and geſture asit were preſaging his 
enſuing deſaſter, who with eyes full of teares, 
and handes vp to heauen, purſued him with 
her lookes, till at length they were cncountred 
with ſo diſmall and horrible an obic&;,thar if ſhe 
had not been by the Mariners reſtreined, ſhe 
had throwen her ſelfe into the ſea: tor when the 
boat euen now touched the brinke of the ſhore, 
as Pompey reached out his hande to his ſcruant 
Philippus to helpe him to riſe, Septimins thruſt 
him throughthe backe with a ſword, and then 
Achillas ſtrake of his head( which nowe whyte 
hearcs had made venerable)throwing his body 
intothe ſca.Soone after,Ceſar arriuing in Egypt, 
was pr with this pitiful ſpectacle of Pom- 
peys head : But merciful & magnanimous Ceſar, 
notenduring to beholdeaſightof ſo great cruel- 
ticand horror, turned with a wofull geſture his 
face, watring his eyes with an infinite aboun- 
dance of teares, ſhewing that he did abhorre 
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both thevnnobleneſle of the deede,and the bar- 
barouſneſle of the doers : _Mchillas and Poth;. 
»us he cauſed preſently to be flaine, T heodotus 
fledde, but fell afterwardes into the handes of 
CM. Brutus, who cauſed him ro be put to a moſt 
cruell death,and Prolome himiclte ſhortly after 
was ouerthrowen in a battayle, and flayne by 
theriuer of Nzlus. 

Anniball of Carthage, the ſonne of Amilcar, 
noblein birth, and great in puiſſance, in his in- 
fancic was by his nn: {weare vponanal- 
tar, whereon he was doing ſacrifice, ther while 
heliued he ſhould be a mortll enemicto the 
Romanes, which he failed not to performe; for 
after his fathers death, becingin Spaine creared 


Captaine of the C armie, in 
the xxvi. yeere of his age, hee ——_ $_ 
downe his armie into tay, Alpes 


with excceding difficultic, where he maintained 
watres, xvi. yeeres with the Komanes, cuen in 
thebowells of 1:aly, taking from them all the 
plaine countrie, and chaſing them ſome times 
euen to the of Rome. Belides many con- 
flictes of leſſe moment, he ouerthrew in 
foure famous battails, at Ticine, Trebia, T hraff. 
mene, and Cannas, ſending to Carthage,beſides 
many other rich deſpoites, three whole buſhels 
of rings taken fr6 the fingers of laine Senatours 

and 
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and Romane knights (Forit was not lawfull 
for any els to weare thern of gold. )But being in 
the ende called backe by the Senate of Carthage, 
tothe defence of his owne countrie:he that was 
in tay inuincible, was in Africa, fighting cuen 
inthe ſight of his citic, vanquiſhed and ouer- 
throwen by Scypro, 

Which brought him into ſuch diſgrace 
with his vnthanketull citizens (who were now 
conſtrained to bow vnto the Romans yoke) that 
tearing fartherinconuenience, he was conſtrei- 
ned to flie vnto Antiochus king of 5iria : who 
newly entering into warre with the Romanes, 
exceedingly reioyced at the happy arriuall of 
this famous and renowned Capraine, wholy for 
a while viing his aduiſe and counſell inall mar- 
ters of greateſt weight : till at length, abuſed 
with Romane praQtiſes, and incenſedby priuic 
— of his Sirian nobiline, (who grew 
exceedingly enuious at the familiar greatneſle 
of Anmbal with their king ) be firſt began to 
diſtruſt him, and then publiquely rodiſcounte- 
nance him: ſo that poore _A»nibal, hauingall 
his life time liued in the fulneſſe of glorie, was 
nowintheextremiticofhis age conſtreined to 
taſt ofmiſeric,and became a wanderer. Thence 
he fledde into Bithinia to ma the king, who 
recciued him with gladneſle, promiſing = 

wi 
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with oth, ſafe abode and fecuritie within his 
Realme:andby his aduiſe and conduRt, gayned 
a famous victorie by ſca againſt Emmenes king of 
Perſama, But ſhortly aftet 2. F laminins was lent 
by the Romanes to make anattonement between 
him and Exmenes, oratlealt, that cauſe was pre- 
tended : who ſeeing Amnnibal in his Court, re- 
queſted him'in the Senats name to deliuer him 
into his handes, for he hated him deadly,aswell 
prongs forthe cauſc of his countric, as pri- 
uatly for the death of his father,vho was by him 

{laine at the batraile of Cannas. 
To which the K. cither corrupted with 
ifts, orels not daring diſpleaſe the Romane em- 
dour,diſhono Pi condiſcended, cauſing 
preſently the doores of Annibals lodging.to bee 
enuironed with his guardes. Which Aznibal 
perceiuing, and diſdayning to honor any 0- 
ther then himſelfc with the glorie of Annibals 
death, aftcr hauing with exceeding paſſhon bit- 
terly inueyed againſt the Romare cruecltic, and 
with horrible execrations curſed the head of 
Pruſias and his kingdom, he tooke with a fear- 
leſle reſolution a draught of deadly poyſon, 
which for ſuch an extremitic he had alwayes 
kept in ſtore withinthe hollowneſle of a Ring; 
the violence of which was ſuch, that it ſtreight 
bereaued him of life: His body was —_— 
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hard by Libiſ5a, in a Sepulchre of ſtone, with 
theſe wordes onely engraued, Heere lyeth Ax- 
NIBALL, 

Clytemneitrs Queene of Micene, and wife to 
Agamenmon, who was Captaine generall, and 


Emperour,of the Grecian forces inthe warres of 


Aſia, hearing thather Husband liued before the 
walles of Trey, wholly abandoned to daliance 
and loue of the beaurifull Briſcis : whether to re- 
—_— diſloyaltie, or els therunto moued by 
the frailtic ofher owne incontinent defires, ſhe 
alluredto her loue a young Grecian Lorde cal- 
led Egiithus, making him r of her Hus- 
bandes bedde, by abandoning vnto his luſtfull 
pleaſure the vic other faireand delicate bodie, 
neither cared ſhe to couer it with any great re- 
ipeR:ſo much did thelong abſence of her Huſ- 
bande embolden her. Butwhen Troy was taken 
anddeſtroyed, Priamlaine,and Agamennon re- 
turning homwarde with triumph andviQori 

then began ſheto feare leaſt this diſſoluteneſle 
of hers ſhould notlong eſcape vnpuniſhed,and 
therefore hauing made him a riche and coſtly 
Garment (but out of whichthere was no iſſue, 
neither for his head nor armes) at his returne 
ſhe prayed him to proue it : with which, while 
he was ſtrugling, Agisthes lying in ambuſh be. 
hinde the ings, ſtepped foorth and _ 
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him witha Iauclin or Boreſpeare : In revenge 
of whichcruel part,Clytemmeitra was afterwards 
ſlayne by her owne "a oreites, 

Lains King of Thebes, being tolde by the 
Oracle thathe ſhoulde be flayne by his owne 
Sonne; ſoloone as his Queene Jocaita was de- 
liuered of a Boy, he commaunded a ſcruant of 
his to take the ſame, and to murder it in the 
Wooddes: who,cither through pittic mooued, 
orcls through the childes deſtinie forced, hang- 
ing the ſame by the fecte to the boughes ofa 
Tree, did leaue it in the Foreſt behinde him. 
It happened that a Shepheard paſſing that way, 
hearing the childe crie,tooke it downe,and cari- 
ing it home, gaue it to his wyfe tobe noriſhed: 
who hearing that the Queene of Corinth, wyte 
to Polibus,greatly lamented her barrennefſeand 
want of Children, preſented her with this litle 
Babe : which, receyuing with merucilous ioy, 
ſhe nouriſhed as her owne: and that the rather, 
becauſe the Boy,beſides the beautifull and faire 
proportion of his limmes, in his lookes and 
geſture diſcoucred a great Nobilitic. But when 
young Oedipus (for ſo they named him) grew 
into yeercs, and was certainly aſſured that Po. 
d from Co- 
rinth,with intentionto fecke out his Father and 
Kinred. Comming to Phocides,and — 

ng 
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ding thatthe King of Thebes was there inarmes 
about the appeaſing of cruell Warres, ioyning 
himſelfe tothe contrarie part, it was his happe 

to kill Zains the King his father: whence, led 

by the vneuitable force of his miſcrable Deſtt- 
nie,he came to Thebes, and maried 1ocaita the 
Queene his mother, by whom he had two = = 
Sonnes & two Daughters. Butatlength,when {0 
the horror of his owne misfortunes, and the gone and 
miſtcrie of this monſtrous mariage was diſclo- 7,ere. 
ſed vnto him, he grew into ſucha deteſtation 

of him ſelfc, thathe tare his owne eyes out of 

his head, condemning himſelfe as vaworthy 
tobcholde the light.But to the ende he ſhould 

not be but euery way miſcrable inextremitie, 

his wwo ſonnes Eteocles and Polinices adiudged 

him to a' perpetuall Priſon in a darke and ob- 

{cure dungion : which vnkindly crueltic of 

theirs, added to the terror of his tormented 
conſcience ſuchgreeuous and vnſpekable rage, 

thathe did nothing day nor night but powre 

downe curſes and execrations vppon them, 
wyſhing nothing to be betweene them bur 
muſerie, miſchief and diſcorde. But they, to 
auoyde this their Fathers heauic malediction, 
tothe ende there ſhoulde be no occaſion ofde- 
bate or ſtrife betweene them, fell to this agree- 
ment, The one of them to abſent him ſelte,lea- 

I 2. uing 
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uing the royall Scepter and rom_—m_ of 
Thebes (ſolely to the other for the ſpace of one 
full yeere, which being expired, he then to de- 
liuerthe Regall chayre and ornamentes vp to 
lus Brother, and to depart the Citie till his next 
yeere of goucrnment ſhoulde returne : And 
this order to be betweene them inuiolable, 
whyle they ſhoulde lyue ioyntly togeather, 
The lot of the firſt yeeres gouernment befell 
Fteocles,who,ſweetned with the delicious plea- 
ſures ofa Crowne, when the yeere man. Vt- 
terly excluded his brother both fr6 his Crowne 
and Countrie : Of which infidelitic, Polanices 
crying to the Gods for vengeance, fledde in de- 
FX tou and diſtresful eſtate to the Court of Ad- 
rattus King Argos, who ſo much regarded his 
valour nd; noblencs of behauiour, thathe gauc 
him one of his Daughters in mariage : and le- 
uying a royall Arnie, marched with the ſame 
in demaunde of his right to the walles of T he- 
bes, In fine, this quarrell concerning none but 
the two princely brothers, they in their owne 
ons agreed to decide it : which comming 
to performe,ſo cruell were vntothem their de- 
ſtinies, that each of them dyed vpon the others 
Speare. Whole bodyes,when they were taken 
vp, and with magnificent and royall pom 
brougheto the fyre wherein they was to r 
urned, 
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burned, the fyre diuided it ſelfe, each Carkas 
_ out his flame apart. 

Holofernes, being entred into 1ſrael with a 
mightie puiſſance, and encamped before Berhu- 
lia, had brought the ſame to ſuch famine and 
extremitic, that the Iſraclites, diſpayring of all 
hope, determined to yeede the Towne vnto 
him. But 1«dith the Widow of Manaſſes, dec- 
king her ſclfe in rich garmentes, ſecretly iſſued 
foorthof the Towne into Holofernes Tent, who 
allured with her beautie (for ſhe was exceeding 
faire) gaue himſelfe ro mirth and much drin- 
king, ſo that through drunkenneſle falling in- 
to a deadly fleepe, 1udirh being left with him 
in the Tent alone, ſtrengthned therein by the 
hand of God, cut of his head with his owne 
Fawchion,returning the ſameto Bethulia,which 
thereby ſhedeliucred from ſeruitude, 

Siſera was Capraine general to [abin,the great 
king of Canaanand twentiec yeeres together had 
vexed the children of 1ſae{ verie ſore, for he 
had with him goo. Charets of Iron, at length, 
being oucrthrowen by Barak the ſonne of 4%1- 
noam, he fledde into the houſe of Heber the Ke- 
nitc,whole wife 1aell,takinga Naile ofthe Tent, 
anda Hammer in her hand, did ſmite the ſame 
into his templesand flue him. 
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ted King in Hebron : but Abner, that was Cap- 
taineof Sawles hoſte, tooke Isboſheththe ſonne of 
Sawle, and made him king ouer /ſrael/, Sooneat- 
ter Abner was ouer-throwen by 7oab, & the ſer- 
uantes of Dawid, who being in his flight pur- 
ſued by Aſahellthe brother of 1oab, turned backe 
andſlew him : For which occaſion, when Abner 
cameafterwardes to reconcile himſclf with Da- 
wid, Job tooke him afide to rhe gate, to ſpeake 
with him peaccably, and ſmore him vnto the 
hart with his dagger, ſo that he died. 

Goliath wasa Giant inthe Philiſtian armie, of 
meruailous hugeneſle, and his weapons with 
which he was armed of vnſpeakable terror : in 
ſomuch that there wasno one inthearmicofthe 
Iſraelits that darcd an{were theprowd defiances 
and chalenges thathedayly : till at length 
young Dauid,comming fromthe keeping of his 
Sheepe, ſtrengthned thereunto by the mightie 
handeof God,encountred him with his Sling 
only,into which putting a Stone which he pul- 
ledourt ofthis bagge, he ſmote the Giant there- 
with full in the torchead, and ouerthrorwin 
him with the blow, ſtepped to him, and with 
the Giants owneſword cut ofhis head. 

Haman the Azazite, ſtanding highly in the fa- 


uour ofgreatKing Ahaſhwerns, becauſc Marde- 


chenus the Iew did notreuerence vato him may 
c 
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he paſſed by the Kings gate, obteined of the 
King, that all the Iewes through the Kings 
Prouinces might be put to death, Which Eſter 
the Queene vnderſtanding, made a banquet to 
the King, inuiting Hamas thereunto:in which, 
ſhe pleaſed ſothe King with her behauiour and 
ſpeeches, that the King ſent letters through- 
out all his Prouinces, to reuoke the ſentence 
which he had paſſed againſt the Iewes, and cau- 
ſed Haman to be hanged vpon a paire of gal- 
Vow whichhe had made for c2tardechens the 
ewe. 


CA ſhort diſcourſe of the Princes of Burgundie, 
and ſome other, in honour of whom this T rea- 
tiſe was firſt written by the Author, who be- 
wayleth their Deaths, but ſpeaketh litle of 
theif lines, 

OHN, firſt of that name K. of France, who 

was taken priſoner at the battaile of Poitiers 

by the Prince of Wales,in the yeere. 13 56. had 
by his wife Boza,daughter to the K. of Boheme, 
foure ſonnes and three daughters : Charles, 
which was King after him, and fifth of that 
name, Lewes Duke of _Aniow,lohn Duke of Ber- 
rieand Philippe, who being caricd priloner with 
him into Eze/and, vpon his deliueric & returne 
thence,he created Duke of Burgundie. 

| This 
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This Philippe maried Margaret da 
heireto Malanxs Earle of nb 


ter and 
Arthois, 
by whom he had three ſonnes, 1ohn that ſuccee- 
ded him, Anthony afterwardes Duke of Brabant, 
and Philippe Earle of Newers and Eftamies, 
which two younger were bothſlaine at the bat- 
taile of Agmcourt, by the Engliſhmen. Duke 


Philippe dicd in the yeere 1 4 0 4+ 
Jobnſucceded his father, and maried Marga- 
ret daughter to Albert Duke of Bawere, and 
Earle of Hollande and Zeland, by whom he had 
aſonnecalled Philippe, which was he whomthis 
Authorſerued. This /oh» Duke of Burenndy,cau- 
ſed Lewes Duke of 0rleance to be murthered in 
Paris, who was brother toCharles the ſixth then 
K. of France. In reuenge of which he was after- 
wardeflaine diſloylly by the Dolphin of France, 
ata ſolemne meeting appointed betwenethem, 
after othes and aſſurances taken of both ſides, 

at Montereas in the yeere. 1419. 
—_—_ the good)Duke of Bur- 
ly, three wiucs, the firſt was Micheler, 
daughter to Charles the ſtxt king of France, the 
ſecond Bona,daughter to Philippe of Arthois,the 
thirde 1fabelle daughter to John firſt king of Por- 
tingale, whom he mariedat Bruges in the yecre 
1429. and had by her Charles, ſurnamed the 
Hardie, The veric ſelfc fame yeerc of his mari- 
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age,heinſtituted the nobleorderofknighthood 
of the golden Fleeſe, whichtheking of Spaine his 
ucceſlor teineth yerin utation 6c 
honour. Arhis frſ —_ tothe Dukedome, 
which was abour the latter end of the raigne of 
K. Henry the fifth, he wasa great fauourer and 
maynteiner of the Engliſh partie in France, and 
did many notable ſeruices tothe Crowne of 
England.\When the Duke of Bedford, Vncle to 
king Henry the ſixt, was ſent ouecr ro be Regent 
of France, he met him in great loue at Amens, 
and hauing with him his two fiſters,he gaue the 
one of themin tothe Duke of Bedfor 
Butafterwards,at thefiege of 0rleance, they _ 
the citic CI IR - 
to the Duke of Bedford, that the fiege r 
raiſed, in regarde xs lo —— of 
their Lord the Duke of Orleance, ro whom the 
counfaile of England had promiſed inthe meane 
time, to leauecall and ence of his Landes 
and rownes vndilquicted: w itwere ſo or 
no, once Duke Phzlip dealt carneſtly with the 
D.of Bedforde his brother in law in that bchalfe: 
_— my therein abſolutely refuſed, he com- 
ed by a Heralde, all he Gentlemen of 
hs Cc —__ Mow with the Eneliſh men 
at that ſiege; thence, & from that time 
forwandeda ined by _— a___ in affection, 
and 
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ind at length declared him fſelfe abſolutely 
French. He was a vertuous Prince, and gouer- 
ned his SubicRes in greatpeace and quictneſle; 
and finally,in the extremineof his age dyed in 
the yceere. 1466. and was with great magnifi- 
cence buried at Bruges in Flaunders. 

Charles, ſurnamed the Hardy, ſonne to Philip 
thegood, was borne at Dyion in the yeerc 1433, 
he had likewiſe three wiucs,Katherine,daughter 
to Charles the ſeucnth king of France - Iſabel, 
daughter to Charles Duke of. Burbon, by whom 
he had the Lady cMarie that inherited his do- 
minions:and laſtly- Margaret, fiſter to Edward 
the fourth, king of England. He was a Prince 
that hated reſt, and was altogether cnclincd to 
vnquictneſſe and warres. His father yetliuing, 
he ouerthrew in abloody & crucl fought feelde 
Lewes the. 11. king of France, at the battaile of 
Montelhery in the yeere. 146 5. with _ 
makink afterwards peace,he warred vpon thoſe 
of Lyege that had chafed out of the pm 
Prince and Biſhoppe being his kinſeman,ſpoy- 
ling their countric, and taking their townes,and 
bringing them to ſuch extremitie, that they 
yere conſtreined to receiue their Biſhoppe a- 

ine; & withal to appeaſe the Duke with great 

ummes of Money, Comming thence, there 


fell out new occaſion of warres berweene him 
| and 
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and the French king, for pacifiggtion, of which 
differentes; it-was agreed, thatthe,kingand he 
ſhould meeteat Peronneaheretpexpoltulattheir 
greefes in freendly fort one with another, And 
that he ſhould geue vnto the king alctter of al- 
ſurancevnder his hand and ſcale : which -hedid. 
But the concluſion hereof was, that the Duke, 
being aduertiſed how the King had þy;his Em- 
baſsadours ſecretly practiſed with thoth of Lyege 
to rebelLtooke him priſoner, and led him with 
him to the Citie of Lyege - which bcing by 

ight confederation allyed to'the King, he 
cauſed, after all maner of rigorous crucltic cxe- 
cuted ypon the inhabitantes,to beſaccaged and 
burnt, andthen new agreementes, to-his 
owneaduanage.he difaidh the King. - 
In the yecre.1474.the olde Duke of Gwilgers, 
being vilanouſly and vnnaturally taken by his 

Sonne Adolph, and impriſoned in a dungio 
mooued ſundry Chriſtian Princes tocompal- 
fion : among the reſt, D.Charles,who; carneltly 
laboured to make an atronmEtberweene them; 
bur his fonne arrogantly refuling to heare of pa- 
cification, was by the D.of B | 

in priſon: whoſe father ſhortly after Lauc 

his Dukedome by Teſtamentto DateCherles, 

who tooke thereof vnder thus title forcible pol 

{cſſion, and thoſe which are diſcended of km 
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do yet enioy it. 
weetnedwith this Dutchie,and aſpiring to 
greater matters in Germanie,he went & beſieged 
the citie of Ngs, which was ſuccoured by the 
Germans and Swisſers vnder the conduct of Fre- 
derike the Emperour, ſo that he was conſtrained 
to raiſe his ſiege: In deſpite of which asſiſtance 
by the Swisſers,he cnitred their Countrey 
with his Armie,but was by them ouecrthrowen 
and vanquiſhed ata placecalled Granſor. 

This day was the firſt of the Dukes misfor- 
tunes, with which euen vneill his dying day he 
was purſzed. Encouraged with 
which victorie, on enerie ſide new forces came 
out of Germanie to the Armie of the Swrsſers, & 
the D.of Lorayne him ſclfe in perſon. Yer all this 
cas notthe D.of Burgnadie, who having 
refreſhed his Atmie,ſet vpon them the ſeconde 
eimeara place called Morar, but was as before 
- vanquiſhed againe,ahd was conſtreyned to flie, 
with theloſſe of. 8000.0f his in the 
Feelde: Preſ&ly the Duke of Lorayne marched 
in all cxpedirion to Xyafe, that helde for the 
Dies of 3 e : Which rendred vnto him 
vpott compoſition, Wirhin two after 
the D. Charies "arrived; with an vadilmayed 
contage and fall ref6{unontbarcempe Fortunc 
agtyne. Aniong ther that had credite abour 


him, 
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him, was one Campobache, an Italian Counte, T be horrible 


69, 


at home in his countrey poore, and of no reuc- ;,e,@y f 


new, but by the D. aduaunced to great com- Campobache. 


maundement in his Armie,and made Captaine 
of. 400. men at armes: whoſceing the cruel mil- 
forrancs befallen to his Maiſter,began preſently 
to enter into practiſe with the D. of Lorayne, 
about the merchandize of his Maiſters lyte; the 
price of which he made.2oooo. Crownes, and 
an Earldome : this he promiſed, and the {ame 


being accepted,he did as villanouſly pom 
it. For this batrayle of Nanſie was noſooner be- 


gan,buthe with his. 400. /talian Horlemen fled 
to the other ſide : the amazement of which,did 
ſo terrifie the Duke of Barewndies Armic, being 
wile alredie beaten and difcouraged,that they 
prefently fledde, and the Duke him felfe was 
found in the feeld laine,& mangled with many 
woundes: for the villaine Campobache had hired 
14-0r.15. of his cutthrore traytors to watch the 


Duke at an inch, tothe ende that he would be Mag, 


ſure he ſhould not eſcape, 

Mary his onely daughter and heire, ſucce- 
dingher father in the Dukedomes of Bnrgwndze 
and Brabant,and the Earledomes of Flawnders, 
Henawlt, Artois, Holland, Zeland, Frizland,&cowas 


danghter and 


io 


C s 
of 'B . 
Phy 


Commes. 


by the conſent ofher Subiectes, eſpecially thoſe , ,-e. 
of Gawnt,in whoſe hands fince her fathers death E/inger- 
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ſhe had remained, maried to young May/mili- 
au Archdukeof Auſtria, and ſonne to Frederike 
the Emperour, of thatnamethe third; to whom 
hauing bornethree children, Philippe, Margavet, 
& Francis, who in his infancic decealled,the di- 
edinthefaireſt ſpringing bloſſom ot her youth, 
being notaboue.xxij.yeeres of age, &lics buri- 
ed at Bruges, Some do attribute her death to the 
tal ofan Horſe;truc itis ſhe fell,but the Author, 
who was of great authoritic about her, doth ra- 
ther attributeitto ſome greeuous impreſſion of 
ſorow. Philippe de Comines likewiſe ſeemeth to 
doubt whether ſhedied ofthat fall, or no. 

Don lohn,ſecond ofthat name, king of Caſtile, 
had in firſt mariage Mary daughter to Ferdinand 
K.of Arragon, by her he had aſonne called Hen- 
rie,that ſucceded him, and a daughter, thardicd 
young. His wife dying, he tooke in ſecond mar- 
riage Iſabell;daughter to Don 1ohn,infant of Por- 
py whom he hada ſonne called _1lonſo, 
that died young, and a daughter called 1/abe//: 
andthen dying in the ycere. 1454- was by his 
ſonne Henrie the. g. ſucceeded in the royaltie, 
who maricd ane daughter to Edward King of 
Portingale,who bare vnto him a daughter like- 
wiſc called /ave:who,thoughſhe proucd a Prin- 
ceſſe of much wiſcdome, great beautie, and 


many otherexcellent partes, yet through a ru- 
m 


our 
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mourofthe Kinges impotencie in matter of ge- 
neration,/ſabel filter to the king was by her facti- 
on proclaimed Heire apparant to the Crowne, 
& the young Princeſle declared to be abaſtard, 
begotten vpon the Queene by Don Beltran D, 
of Abuquerque, and by and by a mariage moti- 
oned betweene young Ferdinand Prince of Ar- 
ragonand the Lady Wabell : which was cfteed 
priuately in Dwenas, Theſe matters were gree- 
uous vnto the king,butremedie it he could nor, 
Inthe cnde he died, and Ferdinand and 1ſabell 
were without contradiction obeyed in Caſtile: 
which reprochfull iniuric the poore Princeſle 
bearing with exceeding paticnce,though many 
great mariages were offcred her, refuſed them 
dll, and berooke herſelfe ro a Monaſtery, wher- 
inſheendcd peaceably her dayes. They began 
their reigne in the yeere. 1474+ and continued, 
the ſame many yeeres in great glorie, both of 
warre and peace. They expelled the Moores out 

of Spaine,and ſubduedihe ingdome of Naples, 

deliucring thereof a quiet poſſeſſion totheir ſuc- 
ceſſors, which yet do enioy it. They had be- 

eweene them a ſonne, whole name was 1ohn, a 

org» mag rowardncs, or rather fin- 

Aion, They maried him to Marga- 
4 daughter to our of Auſtria by - 
Lady Marythe before remembred Dutcheſſe of 
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Burgundy, but ſoone after the marriagehedyed: 
for whom there was made ſuch exceeding la- 
mentation,as by report of ſundry Authors, the 
like in the worlde was neuer heard of: forbeſids 
the dolefull mourning of the Nobilitic & Gen- 
tlemen, ſo generall a greefe was ouer the whole 
Realme,that the very mechanical people, aban- 
doned ouer to forow,ccafled their forthe 
ſpace of fourtic dayes, filling the ayrewith _ 

cries and lamentations. They had alſo toure 
daughters,1ſabel,lone,Mary,and Katherine: Iſabel 
died yong,/one was married to Philippe, brother 
tothe forclayd Lady Margaret,and Katherine to 
Arthur prince of Wales,cldeſt ſonne to Henry the 
ſeucnth of England. 

Queene //abel, after that by many noble and 
heroicalldeedes, ſhe had ouer the whole world 
won vnto her ſelfe areputation to bee one of 
the moſt vertuous and cxcellent princeſſes that 
eur liued, inthe fue & fifticth yeere of herage 
ended herdayes at Medina del campo,the.xxiij. 
of Nouember,intheyeere.1504.Twelue yecres 
afrer died Ferdinand her Husband, at alitle Vi- 
lage named Madrigalecio,hard by Gaudalupe : A 
Prince, asof: ingulr integritic and vertuc,ſo of 
a rare and wonderfull felicitic and happines in 
whatſocuer hedid vndertake. ; 
Philip,lonne to Maximilianand Mary, being in 
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the 
uall was willingly by olde Ferdinand to them 
reſigned, Philip being now but. xxiiii. yeeres 
of age, was with a firme conſtitution of body 
wel proportioned and beautiful, and eſpecially, 
aboue the reſt, ſo courreous and affable in his 
ſpeeches and behauiour, that what with his 
beautie and his vertue, he drue the eyes and 
loucs of all men to him, in ſo much that the 
_ Nobilitie and Courtiers, forſaking Fer- 
nand,who thirtic yeeres had becn their King, 
all folowed the riſing ſonne of young Phitp, 
fo that the Court of Ferdinand was altogeather 
ſolitaric and vnfrequented, no one of the No- 
bilitic keeping him companie, faue onely the 
Duke of Ala (who neuer did abandon him : ) 
with which inconſtancie of theirs, he growing 
into an exceeding diſlike,and withall not plea- 
ſed with his Sonne-in-lawes behauiour, which 
by reaſon of whiſperers, that went berweene, 
was not ſo kinde, louing, and reucrent, as he 
expected, taking with him his approued ſer- 
uantthe Duke of Ala, he went without delay 
to 4rragon and thence to Naples, 
V 1. But 


rowne and Royaltic : which at thcir arri- 


7l, 
Flaunders,hearing of thedeath of 1/abe! Queene 7-,,,;.. 
of Caſtile, whole eldeſt daughterhe had maried, X(aria. 
departed preſently thence towards Spayne with Michael 
_ the Ladic Jone, to take poſlesfion of E1/inger. 


SArues. 


1506. 


1 526. 


Explanation. 


But ſcarſcly was his backe turned, when 
young Philip,laing in as great delitiouſnefle, 
onor, and triumph, ascither the delight of a 
Crowne,the pleafureof that Countrey, or the 
durifull loue _ Subicctes, could yeclde hum, 
fell extreamely ficke of a violent hot burning 
— which, notwithſtanding the luſtineſle 
and ſtrength of his young flooriſhing yeeres, he 
dicd at Burgos "ren of Cmker in 
the verie yeere of his entry into Spaine. Neuer 
Prince lett behinde him a nobler iſſue: for he 
had by his wife the Lady 1one, two ſonnes, and 
foure daughters, of which the leaſt was adorned 
with a royall Diademe, viz. Charles, who be- 
ſides his great ſucceſſion of many Kingdomes 
and Prouinces, was cleted Emperour of the 
Romans. 2. Ferdinande, who after his bro- 
thers death, ſucceeded him in the Empire, 
and was beſides created King of Hungare. 3. 
Leonore, maried firſt to Emanuel King of Por- 
tugale, and aftgr in ſeconde mariage to Francis 
the French INg . 4+. Marie, manied to Lewes 
_ of Hwngarie, who in a batraile againſt the 
Twrkes, died young and without iſſue. 5, Ka- 
therine, maried to 1o/n the thirde King of Ports- 
gale : and laſtly 1ſabel, maried to Chriſterne King 
Denmarke, 
Maximilian, lonne to Fredericke t'.c Empe- 
rour, 


Explanation. 


Th 


rour, thirde of that name,and Leonore daughter Aaximilies 


to Edwarde king of Portugale, was in his 


fathers Surwms 


time madeking ofthe Romanes, andafter his de Gepalo ds 


cealſe, Emperour. He wasa Prince exceeding- 
ly well learned, juſt in goucrnment at home, 
and fortunate in Warre . Hehad ſundry 
vidories againſt Mathias Corwnis King of Hun- 
garie, from whom he recouered Yienna, and 
many other of the Prouinces of the lower Au- 
#tria. Likewiſe he recoucred from the French 
King the Earldome of Artoys,and many townes 


of Burgundie, and ouerthrew a great Armiec of 


his at G#ignet, whereby he recoucred Cambray, 
He im. 3. harde y Regensberg, ina — 
rable battaile, agreat of the Bohemians, 
that came to make warre vpon his brother in 
lawe «Albert Duke of Bavaria. 

He was with K. Henrie the. 8. at the ſiege of 
Terowan , and receyued his wages : during 
which ſiege, he him felfein honor of England 
ware the Roſe,and his men the S. Georges crofle, 
He wasan exceeding ſcourge vnto the YVenetias 
from whom, ahenchey were inthe fulneſſe of 
_ lory, he tooke Padwa, Verona, Vincentia, 
and the greateſt of Foro Iulio; and x 
——_———_ rater rs barraile b —_— 
tia, where he flue of them. 5000. Talang. 24. 


great Cannons, and all their Enfeignes and 
V 2. Stan- 


Ti-{cas. 
Michael 


Esfinger. 


Hemrie the 
eh. 


Qurene 
Elxabeth. 


Explanation. . _. 


Standards from them. In ſecande mariage be 
tgoke Blanca,daughter to the Duke of cMlan, 
Finally,in the.5g.yecreot his age he dicdin 4«- 
/ixta,lome fayby raking (or rather miltaking) a 
young Potion,to preucnt aſickeneſe which he 
feared. He lieth buried at Newited in Avſtria.s, 
ues from Fiewna He left behinde him. 2. 
children, Philip, whoſe hiſtorie you heard be- 
forc, and Margaret, whobecingby ber firſt huf; 
band 1ohnprince of Caſtile left 3 widow, was af- 
terward maricd toPhibbert Nuke of Sawoy, 

Itis written of Maximilian, that in his ſicke- 
neflc he would not ſuffer thoſe that were about 
him to honor him with any tide of dignitie, but 
to call him ſimply by his name Maxrmilzan, pro- 
teſting himſelte tro be but a vile pecece of Earth 
and Clay, made of no better mettall then the 


cr. 

The kft combat (; of in this treatiſe, is of 
Hewrie the eyght, of famous memory : Whole 
noble and heroicall deeds, beingſo treth in the 
remembrance ofall men, I thinke it needleſſe 
to make repetition of them, neither if I waulde 
vndertake it, were the labour COIL 
inany proportion conuenientto the c 
of my flender force : Much lefle to ſpeake of 
her Maicſtic, whoſe Princely name 15 . laſtly 
therein mentioned, but will leaue the glorious 


{toric 


Explanation. 


ſtorie of her happie reigne, to thoſe golden 
pennes, that being dipped in the licour of the 
Muſes, may like Ar:o#o his filuer Swannes, 
witha clecre flight beare vp her ſacred name, 
and in diſpite of Time, faſten the ſame to the 
faire pillars of Eternitie, in the higheſt turrer 
of the houſe of Fame. That which I can do, is 
topray vnto the cuerliuing Righteouſneſle,thar 
as he hath, with admirable goodlineſſe, made 
her ſhine in giftes both of body and minde, 
aboue all the Princes of her time, ſo he will 
preſcrue her vnto vs many, long, and flowri- 
thing yeeres : For ſo long as wee ſhall cnio 
this our precious and ſacred Palladium, we ſhall 
neede to feare neither the force of fierce threat- 
ning Agamemmnon, northe wiles oftals vndermi- 
ning Son. 
FINTS, 


I have in the margent of exerie Hiſtorie, 
noted the names of thoſe Authors which 


herein 1 do chiefly folow. 


13" 


